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Thursday, the 20th October. 1977

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 10.30 am., and read prayers.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWER-
AGE, AND DRAINAGE BOARD (VALID-

ATION) DILL
Council's Amendmient

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Cornea ltee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Blaikie) in the Chair; Mr O'Connor (Minister for
Water Supplies) in charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council was as
follows-

Clause 2, page 2, lines I to IS-Delete the
passage beginning with the word "in", where
first occurring in line one, and ending with
the, word "authority", in line eighteen, and
insert in lieu thereof a passage as follows-

prior to the coming into operation of
this Act, in and in relation to works or
proposed works in and about the area
of Jandakot and elsewhere in the State
failed to comply with the provisions for
the time being of all or any of sections
nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two,
twenty-three, twenty-three A, twenty-
three B, and twenty-three C of that Act,
it is hereby expressly enacted that in any
proceedings instituted on or after the
twenty-first day of September, 1977-

(a) the undertaking and execution
of such works or proposed
works shall be deemed to be
and to have been lawfully
undertaken and executed in

1i compliance with, and under the
authority of, that Act:, and

(b) where the approval of the
Governor was obtained for
such works or proposed works
or an Order made consequent
thereto, that approval and that
Order shall be deemed to be
and to have been validly given
and made in compliance with.
and under the authority of, that
Act.

Mr O'CONNOR: We. on this side agree to the
amendment. Members on the other side have
probably seen the comments made in the Legis-
lative Council in connection with this Bill. The
amendment was suggested by the Crown Law De-
partment to make the position clearer than it
was. The amendment also allows people who
have a writ before the court to proceed with it.
I would mention to members that it is intended to
bring forward a further Bill on this matter to see
that this does not happen again. I move-

That the amendment made by the Council
be agreed to.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Opposition too supports
the amendment because it gives colour to what the
Opposition said when it was debating the amend-
ing Bill. It seemed to Opposition members at
that time, in particular the member for Cockburn,
that the action which gave rise to this amend-
ing Bill should not be denied in the courts as a
result of the Bill.

We were rather surprised when in another
place the amendment was introduced which
seemed, to deny to chose people currently with a
course of action before the courts the right to
proceed with that course of action. We are
pleased to see that amendment was replaced
by the one we are now considering and with which
we agree entirely.

I believe the exhibition of what happened in
the other place was an exhibition of Parliament
working. I believe, too, that the support of and
the co-operation between the different parties in
that I-ouise has produced a much better amend-
ment than that first envisaged. The Opposition
is pleased also that the Minister has foreshadowed
further amendments to an Act which was enacted
first in 1904 and which, through the passage of
time, has become redundant in many are~s. The
Opposition urges the Government to introduce its
further amendments, hopefully with respect to the
whole of the Act, as soon as possible.

Mr TAYLOR: As the member for Balcatta
mentioned, the Opposition agrees to the Council's
amendment. Those members who listened 10 or
read the debate in another place must have felt
some degree of satisfaction with the attitude of Ihe
Government in reviewing its decision with respect
to a court case instituted by the Town of Cock-
burn.

I heard the debate by the Attorney-General.
and like all members opposite I was impressed
with the way he undertook his task. He analysed
the situation very logically, and it is most unusual
to have a case analysed in such a manner. The
result was that a decision was made by the
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Government and endorsed by the Parliament
allowving natural justice to take place. All in all,
it was a very good exercise.

One might say that if the people in the Jandakot
area had not organised themselves and continued
a substantial degree of pressure to have this
matter reassessed, little would have been done.
There were four men in particular who did more
than any others to bring about a satisfactory
result. I suspect that the local authority felt it
was dealing with "Big Brother" and that its efforts
would have little hope of success. I know some
members of Parliament felt there would be little
success, as did many people in the area. How-
ever, there were a few individuals who were pre-
pared to go to the ultimate in pressing their case
and I give them every credit for their efforts. I
believe it was their organisation and persistence
which helped to bring about this outcome.

There are a couple of other things that need to
be said. The first is that the original amendment
of the Government still will go through. This
means that all past acts are validated and the
Government can continue on its way subject only,
as far as the Jandakot area is concerned, to the
outcome of the court case. It has been suggested
that this case is likely to be won by the plaintiff.

Mr O'Connor: I think it will be.
Mr TAYLOR: If that is the case, perhaps the

Minister can help me here. The Public Works
Department will have to start again with its docu-
mentation in respect of that area; that is, it will
have to make new approaches to the Cockburn
Town Council and to the owners of property in
the area. This had already been done by the
department; but if the court case is won and an
injunction is granted against the Public Works
Department, it will have to begin again with
these procedures. Its planning has already been
done.

Mr O'Neil: They will be back to square one.
in other words.

Mr O'Connor: I would hope not because five
years' work has gone into it.

Mr TAYLOR: That is right. They will be back
to square one if the court case is won by the
plaintiffs, but where does it put the department? If
the case is won, does it make any difference or
does it mean the-water supply authority will issue
some directive and there will be a couple of
notices in the Government Gazette, and then
everything will steam forward again? The whole
point of this excellent exercise will be lost.

A technical point will have been won, but
after a couple of governmental processes the
situation will continue on its way. This is not to

say that the processes should be stopped. The
debate about the water at Jandakot has been
continuing for two years. The people in that
area appreciate there must be a sharing of water
resources. However, they fear their livelihood
will be removed. The Cockburn Town Council
fears also that the quality of the wetlands in the
area will not be retained.

It is not a matter of saying in this place, "That
is great. Now justice has been done." The real
worry that people have and the reason for the
injunction in the first place will still be there.
whatever be the outcome of the court case.

One hopes the Metropolitan Water Board will
learn a lesson and will be prepared to institute
new procedures. I do not refer to new procedures
in the sense of a new Act, although that is most
important; I refer to new procedures in the
manner of the board's dealings with people.

In the initial debate I made the point, as did
the member for Balcatta. and the member for
Morley, that the Jandakot groundwater resource
is different from anything which has been pre-
viously used- It is different from the work at
Onangara and Mirrabooka because it could dir-
ectly affect the livelihood of the people in the
area. The water table could drop by half a metre
-a metre has been suggested-and if that lhap-
pens hundreds of acres of wetlands will be
affected.

Mr O'Connor: It has happened this year, has it
not?

Mr TAYLOR: Yes. If it happens in a drought-
year, what will happen in other years? The point
made by the Minister further highlights the situ-
ation. It is tremendously important, because this
is the first time a project of this nature has been
instituted. If the Water Board continues with its
plan, that is if it moves into the electorate of
Rockingham and further south, the same situa-
tion will occur again, particularly if it moves into
Baldivis where there are a large number of market
gardens and where the water table is very close
to the surface. A great number of people are
dependent on the summer pastures.

If we have a lesson to learn from this legisla-
tion it is that the people in the areas affected
must be looked after in the right way. The
board is the only body which can do that. Some-
how or other the situation must change. The
court case is not the answer in itself. There
must be some way of ensuring that things work
out.

Two years ago the board set up a committee
to discuss the likely effects on the area and two
councillors were on that committee. However.
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conflict seemed to arise; whether or not it re-
lated to personalities I am not sure. But, after 12
months the committee was disbanded by the board
and that particular avenue of discussion ceased. I
believe, such a committee should be reconstituted
so that there is direct access and people can get
in touch with an authority which they trust, and
obtain an answer. As soon as people feel the
water is going down, they must be able to check
with someone about it. In that way, they would
be able to communicate with each other and a
local reaction will become evident.

We have been told how the people feel. We
have had the opportunity to debate the matter. We
cannot at this stage wipe our hands and say, "The
court case will settle it." It will not do any such
thing. Matters such as likely compensation still
remain. It is not a matter for this amendment
or for the Act as a whole. When the new Act
is passed it will need to be looked at. Someone
must consider what will happen.

This summer will be very dry. It has been sug-
gested by the Water Board that it will take water
from Jandakot during the winter months. One
cannot help thinking that if we continue with dry
seasons and have problems in the catchment areas
in the hills, there will be a strong temptation to
take the water from Jandakot in the dry periods
when it is most needed. Someone will have to
make the decisions. That will not be the time for
bus loads of people to come and demonstrate at
Parliament House. A decision must be made in
advance, even if it is not publicised.

Jandakot is the first area to be affected and this
exercise will be repeated further south as the
State needs more water. The situation is that the
court case is won; but for Jandakot their case has
been lost in that the problem remains and it is
just as much a worry to the people in the area
as it was previously. None of their fears have
been allayed. The Minister must ensure that the
lesson is learnt in order that in future the people's
minds are put at rest.

Mr O'CONNOR:- The Jandakot area is not the
first area which has been affected. The Onangara
area has been used for a period of time.

Mr Taylor: 1 made that point. This is an
area where a large number of people will be af-
fected, but it will not remove the livelihood of
a large number of people.

Mr O'CONNOR: There is some considerable
doubt as to whether the livelihood of people will
be affected in the Jandlakot area. Scare tactics
have been used. They have not been used by the
Opposition, but by other groups. For instance.
the Western Farmnr is totally biased and the

articles which appear in it have been the
crankiest I have seen. They talk about a total
desert in the area. The journalists did not try
to find out the ocher side of' the story, They
wrote a totally biased article which would
frighten the people in the area. I think the hun-
ourable member would agree with that. It is
probably the worst example I have seen.

It is well that the people should know that a
great deal of planning has been done. Since
1972 there has been a total of 90-odd bores put
down in the area. They have been monitored to
ascertain the effect they have on the area and
to make sure the environment is left in the best
state possible. As the honourable member who
has just spoken pointed out, the dry season we
have been experiencing this year and last year
has resulted in the water table dropping by 1.5
metres in certain parts of the area.

Some will not be affected by more tha-i half-
a-metre or one-third of a metre, but others will
be affected by 1.5 metres. The monitoring by
the department indicates that under normal cir-
cumstances the level will not go beyond 1.5
metres.

Mr Tonkin: That is more than is necessary to
destroy the wetlands and the flora.

Mr O'CONNOR: The whole aspect has been
studied by the. EPA which supports the view of
the board.

Mr Tonkin: It has no choice.

Mr Jam ieson: Don't you drop my water table
at home by 1.5 metres or you will be outside!

Mr O'CONNOR: If I do, I will come down
to help the Leader of the Opposition sink the
bore an extra couple of metres.

I want to assure members that a great deal of
work has been done. The board does not want
people to be affected any more than is neces-
sary. The environment will be protected and
the monitoring will continue.

Some of the comments in the Western Former
were sheer scare tactics and it is unfortunate that
a paper such as that should write such a totally
biased article without having any idea of the
scheme.

I cannot give the honourable member any un-
dertaking on the court proceedings. As far as
the costs are concerned, we will look at the com-
pensation in that area. I thank members for
their support.

Mr TAYLOR: That statement by the Minister
is not good enough. Members of the Opposition
both here and in another place had indicated a
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general understanding of the Government's posi-
tion and an appreciation of the reason for the
introduction of this particular provision. For two
years now we have been told by the board and by
the Ministers about the work done by the board,
and that is fine as far as it goes. However, when
we ask for a little more assurance that the
board will liaise, we expect to receive the assur-
ance. I certainly hope that the Minister would
agree or at least make some effort to bridge
our differences and satisfy those who are worried
about the situation.

For two years now the board has been saying
that nobody should worry because it knows what
is right. That is not good enough. The only
group referred to is the EPA and on its track
record I am not sure that it will be much help.
Other procedures must be established so that the
people may have some confidence. I consider
that the local authority is by far in the best posi-
tion to provide this confidence. If the Focal
authority can assure the people that their interests
arc being watched, they will be largely satisfied.

I am not suggesting that no water should be
taken from the area. It is generally agreed by
people that some of the water will be taken.
However, the residents of Jandakot want to be
able to find out from day to day that everything
is all right and that their interests are safeguarded.
They want same reassurance other than from the
board in this regard because the board's record
is not good enough.

The Opposition has been conciliatory, which
is unusual in this place, and ali we ask is for
a little more assurance because a considerable
number of people will be affected, unlike the
situation at Gnangara.

Mr O'Connor: Who do you suggest should
have the control-the council?

Mr TAYLOR: I am not referring to "control,"
but to consultation and advice, and I am not
referring to the consultation and advice usually
given by Government departments. All docu-
mentation should be available, preferably to the
local authority or some other equally responsible
citizen group. I do not say it should be available
to just anyone, but there must be some group in
which the people have confidence.

Mr O'Connor: I will study this aspect to see
what can be done.

Mr TAYLOR: I hope so. For example it has
been said that the level of the lakes has dropped
this year for the first time for many years, and
this is true. Had the water been taken last
year from jandakot. there is no doubt it would

have become a public issue because that action
would have been blamed for the drop in the
water table.

Mr MacKinnon: Has that killed the flora and
fauna?

Mr TAYLOR: Not yet, but if the same situation
continues for a number of years, it will. The
honourable member should appreciate that point
especially as the lakes are in his electorate. I am
trespassing outside my territory.

As I was saying, had the water been taken
from Jandakot last year the Government and the
board would have been under pressure and the
Opposition woutd have been making a case against
the Government, and it would all have been based
on wrong information. That must not be. Parlia-
ment must know the situation as must the public
at large. The actions of the board have not been
good enough. The trouble with Government
instrumentalities and departments arjd, in fact,
with all large bureaucracies, is that the more
information that is given out, the more
troubles they accumulate. That is unfortunate.
but in a democratic system it must be done,
although it may be irksome and result in additional
pressures on the departments in the long run.

If the exercise at fandakot is good, it will help
future Governments in dealings with people in
other areas as development moves further out.
We do not want the Government to consider that
once the debate is concluded that is the finish
of the matter because the Bill is out of the way.
Nothing has changed at all on this issue.

I hope my extra remarks have changed slightly
the attitude of the Minister and the Government.

Mr TONKIN: It is important that we indicate
that the concern expressed by the honourable
member is shared by the Opposition. We need
liaison between the board and the local people.
Procedures must be established by which the
people will have confidence. I would like to make
the point very briefly that it is not much use the
Minister saying the water table will be dropped by
only 1.5 metres because in the wetlands a drop
of one metre is crucial. It is enough to destroy
the whole wetlands and the flora associated with
it. The roots of the flora go down to the water
table, and if that water table drops, the flora will
be destroyed.

The Government is lucky that we have had dry
seasons because it can blame them for the pre-
sent situation, but we have to accept that there
will be a greater and greater draw on this area
so that the situation pertaining during a dry season
will be normal throughout a wet season.
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Mr O'Connor: I hope you are wrong. I am not
saying you are.

Mr TONKIN: This is a very serious aspect. It
is admitted there will be a draw of one or 1.5
metres. In any normal season that is crucial. Many
wetlands are shallow and the flora has to survive
long periods of drought during the summer and
it draws on the water table.

I notice that there have been manty advertise-
ments concerning land north of the river near the
Onangara mound. The advertisements refer to
lake views and another one used the expression
"by the lake". That lake will not be there when
the draw is made on it. The lake will then be
turned into a mud patch and the existing beauti-
ful area will be destroyed, It is well known that
the wetlands are shallow, fragile, and easily
destroyed. The Minister, the Government, and
the EPA cannot give us the assurances we would
like because what can they say-that they accepi
the problems and will not draw water and Perth
will go without water? Perth will insist on con-
tinuing to receive water.

The fact of the matter is that our continued
growth of population will become serious, both
south of the Swan River and north of the river.
We have to look at this very carefully. Time and
time again the Opposition has asked the Govern-
ment to look at the whole question of the pop-
ulation of Perth. It is fatuous to say nothing can
be done to slow down our population growth, be-
cause obviously ever since 1829 we have been de-
vising methods to increase our population and
growth. If it is possible to take a conscious de-
cision to increase growth, it is just as easy to
take a conscious decision to slow down the growth.
and direct it elsewhere by means of a positive
decentralisation programme. In a sense, we are
saying that once the growth in population has be-
gun it will go on.

No Minister can give an assurance that the
draw on groundwater will be stopped. It is not
good enough for the Government to say it is
looking into the problem. That is similar to a
policeman standing on a corner watching an acci-
dent occur, and saying that he is monitoring the
accident and looking at it. That sort of action
will not stop the accident. All the monitoring in
the world will not reverse the present situation.

Mr O'Connor: The draw on groundwater could
be stopped if the facts warranted it.

Mr TONKIN: That would be all right if Perth
bad enough water. However, water is needed most
during a dry period when there has been a lack

of rain, or during a drought. The levels of ground-
water supplies will be at their lowest. Although
we might not want to draw on groundwater sup-
plies, we will be forced to draw on them.

We cannot be compared with Europe, North
America, or Japan where, as a result of a different
water position, the population density is so dif-
ferent. We have to accept that we are living in a
very fragile area, on the edge of a desert. If we
fail to realise that we cannot make this area
into something it is not we will destroy our fragile
environment.

I believe that in five years' time people will
still be seeking assurances, and the Government
will still be saying it is looking at the problem.
It is an inescapable fact that the water table
will .lower, and that will affect not only the people
in ]andakot, but also the whole of the environment
because of the destruction of our wetlands which
are vitali -in our very dry country. Water is more
vital to us than it is to other areas, because of
the lack of rain. During the last 25 years we
have knocked out half of our wetlands, and I
believe that during the next 25 years we will
knock out the rest of them.

People who are paying enormous sums of
money for lakeside blocks of land north of Perth
will find they have inherited a patch of mud.
What will happen to their values then?

In a -sense, it is pointless to ask for assurances
from the Government. The Government cannot
say that water will not be taken from our under-
ground supplies, because the Government is res-
ponsible for providing water and will be forced
to draw on those supplies.

1 believe the members in this House, and the
people generally, have not yet realised the seri-
ousness of the problem.

Question put and passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and a
message accordingly returned to the Council.

VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT HILL
Council's Amnendmnen

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Cnnitjtee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees tMr
Blaikie) in the Chair; Mr Old (Minister for Agri-
culture) in charge of the Bill.
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The amendment made by the Council was as
follows-

Clause 23, page 20-Add alter the passage
"found;" in line 37, the following passage-

-or

liii) no registered yeterinary surgeon is
available to perform th e service
within a reasonable time.".

Mr OLD: The amendment contained in Legis-
lative Council message No. 34 is quite acceptable
to the Government.

Mr Skidmore: Could the Minister direct his
remarks toward this end of the Chamber?

lvr OLD: I am addressing the Chair.
Mr Skidmore: If the Minister does not want us

to hear what he is saying, then I do not wanst
to listen to him.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr OLD: This amendment was discussed with
me prior to its being moved in the Legislative
Council. Members will recall that one object of
the Bill was to rationalise the veterinary profes-
sion, and to dispense with permit holders. At
the same time, provision was made for farmers
and owners of stock to be able to render first
aid in the event of an emergency, and when a
veterinary surgeon was not available within a dis-
tance of 50 kilometres,

Whilst I feel the matter was fairly well covered.
it was considered by some members that when
there was a delay in obtaining the services of
a veterinary surgeon to attend an animal-
especially a valuable animal-it was reasonable
that the owner or a neighbour should be able to
go ahead and treat the animal.

This matter has been discussed with the Veter-
inary Surgeons Board, and that board is agree-
able to the amendment.

I move-
That the amendment. made by the Council

be agreed to.

Mr SKIDMORE. The Opposition has no quarrel
with the amendment, but I consider rather
unusual terms have been used. I do not know
that the amendment adds anything to the Bill.
However, if it does add something-which is
doubtful-we wilt not oppose it because it will
allow the performance of a service when a
veterinary surgeon is not available. The Bill
actually states that a person can give first aid
for the purpose of saving the life of an animal.
I do not see the necessity for the amendment.
but 1 accept the validity of the arguments pit
forwa rd.

Mr OLD: In reply to the member for Swan,
I agree with him. I think 1 made that point
perfectly clear: there are adequate provisions
in the Bill to cover an emergency situation.
However, if it is of comfort to some people to
feel they are adequately covered, we are happy
to approve of the amendment. Like the member
for Swan, I felt sure that all contingencies were
covered in the Bill.

Mr Davies: Was it put up by the board?

Mr. OLD: No. It was moved by a member
of the other place but it was discussed with the
President of the Veterinary Surgeons Board.

Mr SKIDIMORE: I agree with the remarks of
the Minister. We have no opposition to the
Council's amendment. It tidies up some awkward
angles.

Question put and passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted, and

a message accordingly returned to the Council.

SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH DELL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th October.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [11.12 a.m.]: This
is a Bill for an Act to promote and co-ordinate
research into solar energy and means of utilising
solar energy, to establish the solar energy reseacch
institute of Western Australia, and for incidental
purposes. There are a number of grey areas in
the Bill, to which I will refer briefly. It will be
noticed I have an amendment on the notice paper;
we are not happy with the provisions in clause
23 of the Bill.

Mr O'Neil: The amendment is the one which
appears on yesterday's notice paper. We do not
yet have today's notice paper; we are operating
on a temporary notice paper.

Mr T. H-. JONES: I am mindful of that, but
what the Deputy Premier has said is for the benefit
of other members.

Mr Davies: You can confidently predict it
will be on today's notice paper.

M -r T. H. JONES: Like the Government, the
Opposition is very concerned about the supply of
energy in Western Australia and throughout the
world. I have spoken on this particular issue
during the current session of Parliament. We
are very concerned about a number of matters
regarding the establishment of the institute, par-
ticularly the questions of duplication and the
enormous sums of money which will be required,
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Othier States have already experienced problems
resulting from their inability to provide sufficient
finance for solar research. Later on I will refer
to the problems which have already been en-
countered in 6ther States. I hope we in this
State will not find ourselves in a similar position.

I think the Minister will agree that large sums
of money will be required to operate the research
institute efficiently. We on this side of the House
hope there will be no duplication of the experi-
ments conducted in other States into the use of
solar energy. We think it would be wrong for
each State to be conducting the same experiments.
It is necessary that there be close liaison be-
tween all the States, following the setting up of
the council in each State of the Commonwealth.
Otherwise we will have duplication of experiments.
and with the huge sums of money involved we
recommend that there be close liaison to ensure
the money is used to the best advantage and the
experiments cover a number of areas.

In his second reading speech the Minister
clearly explained what the Bill was all about, but
unfortunately he omitted to mention in detail a
number of the clauses. The Minister said in his
speech-

A realistic time scale from initial research
to large-scale commercial application of a
new technology can be anything up to 25
years, or even longer.

So it is a long-term venture. I will shortly refer
to what is going on in other parts of the world
in regard to research into solar energy. It is con-
ceded that nothing will happen overnight and
we must look at other forms of energy which
may be available to us.

Earlier this year I received a cablegram from
Washington which advised that a seminar held
in Washington had agreed that by 1985 the world
would not be able to meet any additional require-
ments for oil and would have to rely mainly on
coal, in the first instance, as an alternative fuel.
We must therefore investigate not only the use
of coal and solar energy but also the use of tidal
power and other forms of energy. I wonder
whether the research institute which is to be set
up will be undertaking research into other forms
of energy or whether the Government intends to
establish another organisation for that purpose.
I would like the Minister to answer that question
when replying to the debate.

Mr Coyne: Is Collie coal suitable for the ex-
traction of oil?

Mr T. H. JONES: I will come to thai in a
moment. The Australian Government has invited
Dr Ezra, the Chairman of the Joint Coal Board

of Britain, to visit Australia next month. He is one
of the leading authorities on fuel technology. Un-
fortunately, I notice he will not be coming to
Western Australia. He is going to the other major
States where coalmining is carried out extensively.
Later on in my speech I will be referring to his
visit and the areas he will be cove ring.

I do not intend to deal with all the matters
contained in the Bill. The Minister said a special
work party had been set up to investigate the
matter, comprising representatives of the Cham-
ber of Mines, the Confederation of Western Aus-
tralian Industry, the University of Western Aus-
tralia, the Western Australian Institute of Tech-
nology, the Department of Industrial Development,
and the State Energy Commission. We notice the
trade union movement was not included in the
consultations. This is -a reflection on the trade
union movement. If it is good enough for the
Government to invite the views of the Confeder-
at ion of Western Australian industry, it is good
enough for it to invite the views the trade union
movement. I have previously argued this point.

The Minister knows what an important role
the trade union movement plays in Western Aus-
tralia. I am wondering why the views of the
Trades and Labor Council were not sought, along
with the views of the other or-ganisations.

However, I notice-and this was obvious on
another occasion which I will refer to shortly-
the Trades and Labor Council of Western Aus-
tralia was not invited 10 put forward its views.
I wonder whether this was just an omission or
whether it was by design. The TLC was left
out of all the discussions and I am protesting
about the matter on behalf of the trade union
movement. It would not have been difficult for
the Minister or the Government to say to the
TLC, "We intend setting up this council. Could
we obtain the views of the trade union movement
of Western Australia on this question?" N"atur-
ally, the trade union movement is saying that if
it is good enough to canvass the views of the
employers, why is it not good enough to extend
the same courtesy to the trade union movement
of Western Australia and to canvass its views?

Mr Mensaros: Is the trade union movement
saying that or are you saying it?

Mr T. H. JONES: I am saying it on behalf
of the trade union movement. The Minister Would
know that wheit the Opposition is considering a
Bitt which involves the trade union movement,
naturally enough we forward a copy of the
Bill to the appropriate union at Trades Hall
and we also forward a4 copy 10 the Trades
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and Labor Council. This is how the Op-
position operates. We then obtain the views of
the people who are associated closely with the
matter and would know the implications of the
Bill. So naturally in my position as spokesman
for the Opposition on energy and other matters,
I obtained the views of the trade union move-
,nent and so in the Parliament today I record,
on behalf of the trade union movement,'
the displeasure of the movement about the at-
titude adopted by the Government in not can-
vassing the views of the union and, more i mpor-
tantly, the views of the trade union movement
of Western Australia.

It is a shame that this did not occur. We are
trying to introduce better liaison, better motiva-
tion, and better understanding between employers
and unionists in this State, and of course actions
such as this do not assist in achieving those aims.
On behalf of the trade union movement of West-
ern Australia I want to record formally its protest
because the Government did not extend to it the
courtesy it extended to employers in canvassing
their views on the setting up of the authority.

Mr Bertram: It is an insult; not a lack of
courtesy.

Mr T. H. JONES: No-one even approached the
trade unions. I believe the Minister would know
that the trade union movement is not happy about
what he did in amending the fuel and energy
resouirces legislation. The movement is still not
happy about that, and if time permits during this
session of Parliament, I propose to move to
delete those obnoxious provisions from the Act
because the trade union movement still sees them
as an attack on its organisation.

Mr Mensaros: You want to ask a colleague of
yours in New South Wales to repeal the Wran
Bill. The legislation which that Government in-
troduced is much more severe than ours.

Mr T. H. JONES: That is Mr Wran's business.
If the Government wishes to follow Mr Wran-

Mr Mensarois: He followed us.

Mr T. H. JONES: -1 suggest that it should
put into our railways the hundreds of millions of
dollars which he is putting into the New South
Wales railways from his own State funds. If the
Government wants to use the Premier of New
South Wales as an example, it should follow him
all the way through. The Government should not
take just one section of his policy. The New South
Wales Government found some $300 million from
State revenue to extend the underground railway
system and to electrify it.

If the Minister is very pleased with the action
Mr Wran has taken, I suggest to him that we
should follow Mr Wran completely and not piece-
meal. Having attended to Mr Wran in New South
Wales, I will now proceed with the Bill.

Mr Bertram: You did it pretty well too-in
New South Wales they think he is wonderful.

Mr T. H. JONES: I notice that the Sill provides
overriding powers for the Minister in regard to
the operation of the organisation, and that the
SEC facilities and its officers will be used to a
large degree to get the organisation off the ground.
The chairman of the board will be a commissioner
of the SEC and he will be assisted by two other
persons appointed by the Government. We sup-
port this move; we have the greatest confidence
in the commissioners, and particularly the senior
commissioner (Mr Kirkwood) who is presently
overseas.

Mr Mensaros: He has just returned.

Mr T. H. JONES: I understand that he went
overseas to look at the whole position in relation
to solar energy. In our opinion no better person
could be appointed to this important position.
There is provision also for the procedures to be
followed in regard to the operation and functions
of the board generally.

The Minister indicated that the solar energy
advisory committee will consist of a number of
specialists to advise and assist the director, and
also representatives of the Confederation of
Western Australian Industry and the Chamber
of Mines, although I will be referring to that
matter in a minute.

The Government intends to make available the
sum of $250 000 to set up this very important
organisation. What is the attitude of the Govern-
ment about this? Is the Minister confident that
sufficient funds will be made available on request.
or will the organisation face the additional problem
of a shortage of money? I do not know how
the Government views it, but I believe $250 000 is
not a great amount of money to set up an insti-
tute of this sort. I am wondering about the
Government's attitude in not making a larger sum
available so that the organisation can get off the
ground initially on a sound basis.

The Bill provides also that the research organisa-
tion can invite evidence by application from out-
side organisations, and of course financial assist-
ance can be made available to these organisations
as well.

Clauses 25 to 27 deal with the financing arrange-
ments, and in his second reading speech the Minis-
ter expounded on this matter. We go along with
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his comments in this regard, and it is not my
intention to dwell on that matter.

The Minister also said-
We have been in touch already with the

CSIRO and overseas organisations, and useful
tinks could develop with the United Kingdom
Department of Energy, the Electrical Power
Research Institute in San Francisco. and
Japan's Sunshine Project. The institute will
provide a convenient and useful point of
contact for co-operative research projects
with such interstate and overseas organisa-
lions.

That brings me back to the point I made earlier:
we must have close liaison about solar energy.
not only with organisations in this State but also
with the other States of the Commonwealth and
with bodies throughout the world.

I realise that funding at present is a
problem in this State, and 1 would hate
to see any duplication of experiments. Therefore,
I hope there will be this very close liaison so that
our money is spent to the best advantage in the
way of experiments into solar energy generally.

Already some problems have arisen in regard to
the funding of experiments in Australia and
finance has been made available to people associ-
ated with experiments on the utilisation of this
form of energy.

I would like to come back now to the position
in New South Wales. An article appeared in
The We.vt Aunstraiian of the 21st July, 1977, and
it reads-

The University of Sydney's breakthrough
won wide publicity and a grant of SI million
from the NSW Government for continuing
the research.

I realise that New Sotuth Wales is a big State. blut
this is the importance that the Labor Government
in NSW is putting on energy; it has made a grant
of Si million to the University of New Soith
Wales for experiments.

Mr Mensaros: New South Wales has more than
four times the population that we have, that is
one thing. So you must compare the $250 000
with the SI million. The other thing is the
research. I understand that the money was pro-
mised but it has not been paid. They arc arguing
about it.

Mr T. H-. JONES: That is the amount referred
to in the article?

Mr Mensarns: Yes.> Mr T. H. JONES: Of course that does not
appear in the Press cuftfing which said that the
Ltniversity had made aI breakthrough. and had wop

great publicity and a grant. The article said
also that a grant of $1 million had been made
available to the university.

In The Wesi Australian, of the 26th March of
this year, an article appeared on the Australian
National University in Canberra. It was to the
effect that the energy 'conversion group fears its
experiments may grind to a halt unless the Gov-
ernment makes a $2 million grant for the next
five years. So we can see that large sums of
money will be involved in this operation, and
already the Commonwealth Government is con-
cernedl because if this Press report is correct,
although it refers to the advances at the ANU,
it also speaks about the question of funding and
states that the availability of sufficient finance is
causing concern to the university conducting the
experiments.

Mr Skidmore: The Fraser Government recently
cut back its funding for solar energy research.

Mr T. H-. JONES: That is so. I have before me
a copy of a report from John Newell in London.
which is headed "Breakthrough in Solar Re-
search". The article refers to Scotland, and it
states-

The cheap solar cells are based on a revo-
lutionary technique developed by Professor
Walter Spear and his team at the University
of Dundec, in eastern Scotland.

It seems to me that right throughout the world
universities are becoming 'very involved in this
research. This is happening not only in Austra-
lia, bitt also throughout the world. The report
goes on to state-

Professor Spear has replaced the delicate
process of making httge crystals of silicon.
each large enough to act as aI solar cell-as
ttsed in space-with a much simpler and
cheaper process, whereby silicon is deposited
in exceedingly thin layers from a gas, as a
solid film on ordinary aluminium or glass.

Suffice it to say that this report on the Work in
Scotland indicates it is necessary for our pro-
posed solar 'research Organisation to ascertain
what is happenin In Other parts of the world so
that a duplicatidn of experimentation Will not
occur. In The West Australin, of the 8th Febru-
ary. 1977. there appeared a heading. "Solar heat
discovery by Atist. physicists", and the article
states that for three yeai'&_severat physicists have,
been working on this very important techniqtic.
The article refers to the Matter Of funding, and it
state--

Its1- funds were heavily cut by the Federal
Government in the last year.
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Dr Window said the scientific stall had
been cut this year by two because of the cut-
backs.

He was the only permanent university stalf
member of the team.

The other three members were in danger
of retrenchment at the end of this year be-
cause of the financial cuts.

What the member for Swan has said is correct:
this is the result of a cut-back in Commonwealth
funding. Therefore, it is to be hoped the State
Government will take up the matter very strongly
with its Federal colleagues in Canberra in an
endeavour to have an increase made in the funds
available for research in the States. It is already
noticeable that the States have insufficient funds
and that doctors and physicists are unable to
carry out investigation into solar energy, gen-
erally.

I have many other newspaper references, but
I will not quote all of them. The West Alst roa,,al
of the 22nd March contained at reference to at
solar energy breakthrough in Sydney. Then there
is at further reference to successful experiments
carried out at the Australian National University
in Canberra. I also have a disturbing report under
a Canberra dateline of the 23rd July. 1977, which
states-

A major solar energy research project atl
the Australian National University will be
scrapped because of a lack of funds.

I hope that will not be the situation in this State.
I am aware that it is beyond the capacity of the
States to provide the huge amounts of money that
will be required to meet the operational expenses
of the proposed institute. If we take the experience
of other States ats at guide, it is quite apparent that
we will run into financial difficulties. The report
from Canberra to which I have just referred in-
dicates that research at the Australian National
University will be scrapped because of lack of
funds, and that an additional $5 million over
the next three years would be required to enable
the project to proceed.

So whilst the State Government has made avail-
able an amount of $250 000. it can be seen that
will be nowhere near suifficient and that we will
require large sums of money if the institute is to
be successful. I hope we will not find ourselves
short of funds and having to take at backward
step such ats that which is to occur in respect of
the ANU experiments.

Therefore. I hope the Government will apply
pressure on the Federal Government in order to
obtain additional funds, bearing in mind the im-
portance of research into solar energy. We nmust

have'sjfficient funds available to enable research
&t6 be carried out on an efficient basis.

The matter of solar energy has been under
consideration by numerous Governments for at
long time. it is true to say, and the Minister
would not deny, that the Opposition has been
concerned abot the estabtishment of a solar re-
search unit in this State, not just since the intro-
du]ction of this Bill but for some years. Ques-
tions were asked in this House on the 17th and
24th August last year in which the Opposition
queried what the Government was doing about
setting up at solar research organisation in West-
ern Australia, and asked what developments had
occurred. The Minister for Fuel and Energy
indicated that talks had already taken place with
the Australian Minerals Council. I refer to that
to indicate that we on this side of the House.
like the Government, have been concerned about
the matter of research into solar energy in West.
ern Australia.

.As I mentioned previously, there is at world-
wide problem in respect of the supply of energy.
Therefore I am wondering whether the Govern-
ment should not investigate other areas of energy.
I am not reflecting on its move in establishing
this institute, but I am merely pointing out that
at report from Washington recently states that it
is necessary to investigate all forms of energy.

Two years ago when I toured America I spent
a great deal of time investigating energy supplies.
I spoke to doctors and physicists in Washington
and New York on the matter of solar energy. I
spent a lot of my time in Washington at
the Solar Energy Institute, and in New
York I spent a lot of time discussing
the matter with officials. I think it is true to
say that America usually leads in this field. Of
coturse, that country is concerned aboutl what will

/ happen after 1985. Australia will be faced with
the same concerni shortly because by 1985 the
world wilt not he in it position to meet addi-
tional oil demands. unless new reserves are
found.

I noticed in today's issue of The West Afts-
t-alia, an amnount of $300 million is to be spent
on oil exploration off the coast of Western Atls-
iralia, and when we consider what the US
Energy Secretary said in Washington. perhaps we
should immediately commence looking for energy
in other areas apart from oil and solar energy.
This is what the report from Washington had to

The
sing'er.
rowed

U.S. Energy Secretary, Mr Schle-
said the world was "living on bor-
time as far as energy goes."
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He warned Americans the U.S. energy
situation was critical.

Asked if the administration was consider-
ing Perol rationing in the energy conserva-
tion battle, Mr Schlesinger said: "No. I
think that we have indicated before that
gasoline rationing would be associated with
emergencies. And we do not see an emer-
gency at present with regard to petroleum
supplies.

"Emergency would come if indeed there
was an interruption of the flow of petroleum
to the United States.

"Conceivably an emergency would come if
we ran into stringency worldwide of oil sup-
plies without an interruption of a conven-
tional sort. Only under those circumstances
would we ration.'

Last week President Carter said petrol
rationing was one of the options the adminis-
tration was considering, failing an acceptable
Congress Energy Bill.

But he stressed no definite choice had been
made.

That is a clear indication that a much larger
country than Australia is concerned about the
threatened energy crisis, If the report is worthy
of consideration-and t trust it is-we must take
heed of what is happening. Therefore, we can-
not just go on and on as we are at present.
Unless large volumes of petroleum reserves are
found, one day we will run out of fuel for our
cars. The energy consortium in Washington has
said that by 1985 the world will not be able to
meet any additional demands for oil unless new
reserves are found,

Therefore, we in Western Australia must
quickly consider our position in respect of public
and private transport. We must urgently con-
sider the electrification of railways, otherwise the
crisis will occur without our having done anything.
We must act before the impact is felt in Western
Australia.

There is a threatened oil crisis, and it is not just
the Opposition which says this. Authorities
throughout the world are warning that by 1985
we could be in trouble, and there could be a cut-
off or rationing of fuel supplies. Rationing has
already been discussed by the authorities in the
United States.

We in this State must get down to the job very
soon. I shall digress for a moment to say that
in this State we have done nothing about modern-
ising the rail system, which has run down. in
the censure motion which he moved in this House

two weeks ago the member for Avon said that the
units operating on the suburban rail system are
outdated and some of them are worn out. But
what are we doing about replacing them? The
obvious methods of replacement, as is happening
particularly in New South Wales and Victoria, are
to extend the underground rail system and to
electrify the system.

I hope some positive action will be taken by
this Government to meet the challenge of the
threatening energy crisis which will obviously
occur by 1985. We cannot go on any longer.
The old units on our suburban rail system, which
have been in service for 20 or 30 years, will come
to a stop. It is only by the Government giving
the people of this State a better service that there
will be more use of the railway system.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Will
the member please come back to solar energy and
leave the railways alone, unless they are to be
powered by solar cells.

Mr T. H. JONES: I tried to associate them
with the threatening energy crisis.

The ACTING SPEAKER: I appreciate that
and I allowed the member some latitude.

Mr T. H. JONES: Mr Acting Speaker, I
appreciate the little latitude you allowed me but
I think you will agree this is an area of con-
cern and is associated with energy, which is what
this Bill is all about. This Bill does not deal with
anything else, so surely it is competent for me to
touch on the question of our energy use in this
State. Otherwise I will be too restricted and will
have to resume my seat.

If this matter is not about power, what is it
all about? I think I was quite right in drawing
the Government's attention to the need t6 do
something in this area. Let us consider what was
said by The We.,t Australian, in an article entitled,
"Energy Forum" on the 10th February, 1976. 1
quote-

The establishment of an energy council to
exchange research data on existing and new
sources of energy could be the first step in
the evolution of a national energy policy.

Such a body is long overdue. It should
be useful in finding common ground on
energy policy, recommending how best to
implement it and suggesting how to gain
access to the best technology as well as to
resources. That value was recognised three
years ago by the former Minister for Minerals
and Energy, Mr Connor. . . .
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He is a gentleman who was unfortunately strongly
criticised for his initiatives. To continue-

* . . with his proposal for a national energy
budget, though little more was heard of it.

In the certainty that Australia will become
heavily dependent on expensive imported
oil unless major new oil fields are discovered,
the nation needs a comprehensive catalogue
of its energy resources and guidelines on how
to gain maximum benefit from them.

It has been estimated that Australia's
indigenous oil reserves will be supplying
only 15 per cent of the nation's total oil
requirements by 1990 unless there are major
new discoveries. Those discoveries are more
likely to occur on the Continental Shelf where
high capital costs and long construction lead
times are to be expected.

WA has a special interest in getting maxi-
mum value from its energy resources because
it is deficient in them-a" fact that is* not
appreciated in oiher-States. WA's only major
resource at present is Collie coal, with
reserves estimated at 400 million tonnes.
Natural gas from the North-West Shelf is too
valuable a fuel to be used for power genera-
lion. That throws an added burden on the
limited coalfield at Collie.

Because WA could well be one of the first
States to enter the nuclear energy field it has
much to gain from being part of a forum
in which up to date information on nuclear
technology will be available.

Doubtless, WA will also be looking to
solar energy and tidal power as ways of
reducing its dependence on traditional energy
sources.

Everyone knows how heavily we rely on coal.
but what concerns me is a report which I have
just received that one of the foremost authorities
on coal is to visit Australia but is not coming
to this State. I received this communication from
the British High Commission in Canberra, and
it reads as follows-

British Coal Board's Chairman to visit
Australia. Sir Derek Ezra...

I met him when I was in Britain two years ago.
To continue-

... Chairman of Britain's National Coat
Board (NCB) arrives in Sydney on Saturday,
October 15, to begin a 12 day visit to Can-
berra, New South Wales and Queensland.

On October 19, Sir Derek will chair a
session of the energy symposium organised
by the Australian Academy of Technology.

I wonder whether this State is to be represented
at that meeting, which is a very important meet-
ing. Could the Minister indicate whether anyone
from this State will be attending the meeting to
hear the views of Sir Derek, or whether we are
going to be left out in the cold once again? The
Minister cannot answer, so it is obvious that we
will not be represented.

Mr Mensaros: I do not know yet, but we will
study the papers.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am hopeful because this is
a very important symposium. The last one to
which I referred was held in Washington this
year and Australia was the only country which
did not attend. Recently one of the members
on the other side asked mie whether Australia
was represented; we were not. I hope the Minister
will take immediate steps to see that this State
is represented at the symposium which will be
chaired by Sir Derek Ezra, Chairman of the
National Coal Board of Great Britain. To con-
tin ue-

The National Coal Board has intensively
modernised and rationalised the British
collieries, which it took over on nationalisa-
tion in 1947. The Board is today responsible
for some 240 working collieries producing
more than 100 million tons of coal a year.

Sir Derek, since becoming chairman in
1971, has concentrated on building up a
management structure, which involves trade
unions not only in decision governing day-
to-day colliery running, but also in policy
related to technological developments of the
induLst ry.

The NCB is one of Britain's biggest em-
ployers.

The report continues talking of staffing and other
matters, and then with regard to fuel possibilities
it states-

The NCB's considerable research and
development resource are, under his guidance.
looking at the futuristic possibilities of new
mining and coal utilisation technologkes.

This coal cannot be recovered with the Use
of existing mining technology.

The NCB is also organised so that its un-
rivalled mining expertise and research
resources can play a constructive role in
international coal development.

Why was not this gentleman invited to Western
Australia? He is one of the foremost authorities
in the world on coalmining and he is visiting Aus-
tralia to assist the other States. Obviously he is
not being brought here for nothing. He is going
to Queensland, Canberra, and New South Wales.
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but he is not coming here. Why could not his
services be obtained to give value to the coal-
mining industry of this State? The Minister
knows that everyone is concerned. No doubt
the Chairman of the State Energy Commission
and even the coalmining companies are concerned
about the productivity level which we can achieve.

We have greater physical problems underground
than are found in other coalmiines in Queensland
or New South Wales, but similar physical prob-
lems can be found in other parts of the world.
I would have thought that this Government. might
have taken the liberty of extending an invitation
to Sir Derek Ezra, one of the leading authorities
on coalmining, to discuss new developments and
new techniques and to recommend changes which
could be made to increase the overall efficiency
of this very important industry in Western Aus-
tralia.

Irefer briefly now to the policies of both parties
regarding energy. I feel this is most important.
Firstly, I refer to the policy which the Labor
Party put to the people earlier this year. Our
policy was as follows-

Labor recognizes the necessity of a total
energy policy appropriate to community
needs and goals, given available resources
and present and foreseeable technology.

Such a total energy policy must be based
on a recognition of the depletion of capital
sources of energy, the environmental impact
of growing energy demands, the desirability
of a Ions-term sustainable energy economy
in W.A. and the implications for W.A. de-
cision-making of the present global mal-
distribution of energy use.

This State's energy policy should include
short-term and long-term planning, a shift
from capital to income sources of energy,
measures for energy conservation and aware-
ness of the social significance of decisions
on energy. Labor will encourage and, where
possible, participate in research to harness
energy sources such as the sun, the wind and
the tides.

The looming energy crisis makes it vital
that we make the best possible use of energy
resources. Labor will ensure that the best
use is made of a balance of liquid natural
gas and coal.
The SEC

Labor is appalled by the lack of foresight
and planning which has led to the Court
Government's plan to virtually hand over
part of the State Energy Commission to
multi-national corporations.

Labor will seek to devise more efficient,
effective and equitable means of financing the
S.E.C. The 3 per cent levy on S.E.C. re-
venue will be removed to allow the funds to
be properly used for S.E.C. capital purposes.

Mr Mensaros. You should have settled this in
the Budget debate as it has nothing to do with
the Bill.

Mr T. H. JONES: This is an energy Bill.

Mr Mensaros: It is a Bill to establish a solar
energy research institute.

Mr T. HI JONES: The Minister is getting upset.

Mr Mensaros: You are entering an entirely
different field and wasting time.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister will not tell
me what I should talk about.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): The
member does seem to be wandering a little and
pushing a coal harrow to some extent. This is
a Bill dealing with solar energy and while energy
is a broadly-based topic I feel the member should
confine himself more to the Bill rather than take
the opportunity to espouse some of his pet
theories.

Mr T. H. JON ES: I accept that.

The ACTING SPEAKER: I am very lenient.

Mr T. K. JONES: That is necessary as I am
dealing with a question of energy which does
not concern only solar energy.

The ACTING SPEAKER: The Bill is concerned
with solar energy.

Mr T. H. JONES: I bow to your ruling Mr
Acting Speaker, but t would like to make one
final point. While the Government is wasting
large volumes of money on solar research what
is it doing about coal research? In 1965 a Liberal
Government underestimated the reserves of coal
in Collie. I am certain the reserves are well in
excess of 400 million tonnes. I would like to
know what the Government is doing about
formulating a drilling programme to prove the
Collie coalfields, as promised in its policy speech.
The Government said it is doing a lot for the
industry but in fact it has done very little. I
think I have made my point.

The Opposition will be supporting the Bill with
same reservations. We are concerned about the
finance to be made available to enable the
organisation to wvork. Further, we are concerned
that the Trades and Labor Council was not con-
sulted and will not have a representative on the
organisation. The Confederation of Western
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Australian Industry will have a voice in the opera-
lion of the institute. Not to include a Trades
and Labor Council representative is a reflection
on that council. On behalf of the council I
record a protest and say that apart from those
Iwo matters we support the measure.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) 111.54 a.mj: I ex-
press concern at the funding for solar energy re-
search by the Federal Government. Its lack of
financial assistance will rub back on this State
in regard to providing Suitable facilities.

I get very disturbed when 1 see the fragmenta-
tion of research into this vexatious question of
solar energy. I think it is a retrograde step for
the Government to have to take up the cudgels of
funding solar research without Commonwealth
assislance. On the other hand, perhaps the State
Government should be commended.

The CSIRQ has done as magnificent job in the
matter of solar research but it has been nullified
by at lack of funding and the attitude of many
people who push the need for uranium research.
The Federal Government's advisers say the Gov-
ernment should not worry too MLuch about solar
energy-, they consider it should be a low-key
matter. The Senate Standing Committee on Na-
tional Resources is worried about uranium only.

In his second reading speech the Minister said
the institute was going to concentrate more on
the practical and technical aspects of solar re-
search than on basic research which is more the
province of universities. He said that no doubt
many more ideas will come forward once the in-
stitute is in operation and begins to receive appli-
cations for research grants. I can only assume the
institute will have a dual function as it will appar-
ently receive applications for research grants.
Clause 6 of the Bill indicates the institute is to
control solar energy development and also to
foster and promote solar energy research in all
respects. There seems to be some conflict of in-
terests here.

The fragmrentation stems from the Common-
wealth area. We have seen all the States buying
into this question and now we have this institute
which will undertake its own programmes and if
anyone else comes along the institute may grant
some research moneys. Where is this money 1o
come from? This is an important question. Mil-
lions of dollars are needed for research into solar
energy and the fragmentation of research in this
State will be detrimental.

If the Western Australian Government wants to
grab the nettle and do the job properly and vali-
date the institute it will have to find more than

(783

$250 000. Without S~ifficient funds the institute
will be hamstrung. In his second reading speech
the Minister indicated that some organisations ex-
pressed the hope that they might participate with
finance if an appropriate project were being re-
searched in Western Australia. Apparently it was
not mentioned to them that the Australian Gov-
ernment was not prepared to offer money for our
research. All the Federal Government's advisers
are hooked on the idea of uranium which is a
discredit to the Australian Government.

Mr Mensaros: Rex Connor's advisers had the
same opinion and rightly so. They placed their
preference on uranium.

Mir SKIDMORE. I might disagree with the
Minister.

Money was taken from the solar energy re-
search project and diverted to uranium research
at Dover Heights. The Fraser Government pro-
tected its rights but the money taken from the
solar energy project nullified its efforts.

I am not an expert in the field of solar energy
and I could not say precisely how the sun's rays
are to be harnessed to provide refrigeration. Re-
frigerators work on the absorption principle in
that liquid is changed to a gas which absorbs
heat and thus cools the unit. The gas is then
turned back into liquid form and so the process
continues. Of course, that is only a simple form
of the transfer of heat. The technical problem in
relation to solar energy is obtaining concentrated
heat in some form and using it to heat the ab-
sorber tube.

We will run into a number of problems in this
State if we allocate only $250 000 to this area.
I am afraid that the setting up of the institute
will be a little bit of padding and whitewash on
the wall in order to make it look a little cleaner
and to make people believe the Government is
doing something about the question of solar
energy at the present time. I believe the Govern-
ment should contribute a few million dollars to
solar energy research in order that something may
be achieved in this field. I support the Bill with the
reservation that the level of funds must be much
higher than is envisaged.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) 112.02 p.m.]:
The member for Collie, as our shadow Minister
for Fuel and Energy, spoke very ably on this
Bill, as he invariably does. He raised certain
matters which he was correct in raising. I would
like to endorse his remarks in certain respects.

The Government's action in setting up the Solar
Energy Research Institute and establishing other
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bodies under this Bill is belated. Western Aus-
tralia, as usual, is dragging well behind other
parts of the world in respect of research into
solar energy. That remark should be placed in
the context, which happens to be the accurate
one, that we in this State have a greater capacity
to exploit solar energy than a number of other
States and most other countries in the world
which are already well ahead of us.

Mr Shalders: What about the other States of
Australia?

Mr BERTRAM: I was not necessarily speaking
about other States. I was referring to other parts
of the world.

Mr O'Neil: I doubt very much whether other
parts of the world are ahead of us in research
into solar energy. In fact, South Australia exports
equipment to America.

Mr BERTRAM: I have reason to believe that
people interested in solar energy have made
representations to this Government for some years
and have not got very far. They have not
received a very good welcome from the Govern-
menit.

There has been some delay in this area and I
hope that the Government will not now use this
measure as window dressing but will conscien-
tiously press on with it. One will watch with
interest to see what happens in the future. One
does not need to digress very far to express con-
cern, as the member for Collie did, in regard to
the situation of fuel generally. We are living
on borrowed time. What is happening in this
State having regard to the situation that our
liquid fuels will shortly run out? Will we con-
tinue to waste our liquid fuel haphazardly and
indis:riminately? How much longer will this
be telerated?

What right have we in this generation to gobble
up all the fuel to the exclusion and detriment of
future genecrations? We have no such right. We
have an obligation to take our share; but we
should not be prodigal and gobble up the share of
successive generations. In particular, I am re-
ferring to the supplies of fuel and energy at this
stage.

I ask the Government to do something about
this matter as soon as possible. It should not
take so much notice of the powerful lobbies which
are concerned with one thing only; that is, push-
ing petrol into petrol engines and burning fuel
which, in a few years' time wili not be available
to be burnt. I endorse also the member for
Collie's remarks on this subject.

As I have mentioned previously, the people
we represent in this State, which would amount to
about 300 000 men and women, virtually have
no say at all in the running of this State. They
have almost no say at all from the top of the
Government of the State down to the bottom,
including the private sector. They have almost
no say at all in what is supposed to be a demo-
cratic society. These people include not 20 per
cent, 30 per cent, or 40 per cent, but almost
half of the people of this State whom we repre-
sent. They have no say at all. We have an
extension of this policy very obviously manifested
in this Bill where an advisory body is being set
up. There will be a number of people who will
work on this advisory body. In clause 20 the
Bill lists who the people will be. A representa-
tive of the Trades and Labor Council is not even
listed. I am sure when all the names appear we
will find that the members of the advisory council
will all be Liberal Party supporters, or fellow
travellers, and there will be no-one representing
the views held by members on this side of the
House.

This will result in a lopsided body. The con-
sequences which will flow from it will obviously
also be lopsided and, in all probability, will be
against the interests of the people we represent
in this State.

It is time the people of Western Australia be-
came more aware of this situation and it is time

weon this side of the House made more noise
about it. It is not good enough to ramn down
people's throats that we are a democracy when
it is perfectly obvious, from looking at the
statistics, that we are not. Our views are not
heard in any echelon of government. We do not
even have seats on various authorities. Our views
are ignored in the passing of Statutes. Apart
from being an injustice, this flies in the face of
democracy. We are not heard at all. The people
we represent, which is half of the people of this
State, have no say at all.

The other matter on which I wish to comment
relates to what has already been said. We have
been extraordinarily slow in getting stuck into the
the question of solar energy, or the exploitation
of it, having regard to the fact that we have no
alternative but to investigate this hield, because
our other sources of energy are very quickly dry-
ing up.

One reason for that, and a fairly obvious argu-
ment, is that the people who are pushing these
other sources of energy have a large say in gov-
ernmentl circles. They have a great deal of in-
fluence and there is no doubt they have contri-
buted sufficient funds to the Liberal Party and
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other conservative parties, to slow down action
taken in regard to researching solar energy.

Therefore, there is an absolute need to see that
influences of this sort, and vested interests, shall
not intrude or bring pressure to bear on the
activities of the board which is proposed to be
established. We want immediate, quick, and ef-
ficient action in respect of solar energy. We do
not want the slightest suggestion that sufficient
effort is not being made.

Clause 18 of the Solar Energy Research Bill
proposes the establishment of a solar energy ad-
visory committee. The functions of this com-
mittee are spelt out in clause 19 of the Bill.
Clause 19 sets out the functions of the committee
as follows-

19. The functions of the Advisory Com-
mittee are-

(a) to consider and advise the Board on
alternative solar energy research
goals;

(b) to consider and advise the Board on
any proposals, matters or questions
that may be referred to the Ad-
visory Committee by the Board;

Apparently those matters may be referred without
limit.

Another function of the advisory committee
is to make recommendations as to whether or
not a particular solar energy research project
examined by the committee deserves the support
or continued support, as the case may be, of the
institute.

That is just to mention a couple of specific
matters in respect of which the advisory com-
mittee may make determinations and recommenda-
tions. Absolutely vital are its decisions and
absolutely imperative to this State is it that those
decisions shall be right and in no way influenced
by any outside factors of any form or kind what-
soever.

Yet under clause 23(7) there is a very luke-
warm typical provision that a member of the
advisory committee who has a direct or indirect
pecuniary interest must declare his interest and
have that interest recorded in the minutes of the
advisory committee. As I study the Bill-and
I have had confirmation on this point from
others who have studied it closer-[ find there
is no provision by way of penalty or anything
else touching on that particular provision which
itself is as weak as water. It might just as
well not be there. However, if any members
choose to ignore it, it seems that the Bill does
not care two hoots. There is no penalty at all;
there is no sanction for ignoring clause 23(7).

That does not take us by surprise. This is
precisely what we would expect-one concern for
the old conventional breaches of the law, and no
concern at all for this type of situation with
which the public of the State, and certainly of
other countries, are becoming increasingly con-.
cerned. There is ruthless enforcement of certain
conventional, and very often petty offences, but
absolutely no concern regarding honesty of mem-
bers of committees, boards, and the like. So I
record my protest in this place.

If we are going to lay down certain require-
ments and then make it our business to place
absolutely no sanction on that requirement should
it be ignored, we are indicating to the people that
we do not care. We are saying to the members
of that committee, "Do what you like because
we are really not very concerned, lust have at
look at the clause and see how much attention
and concern we really have for honest activity
in at certain situaltion.

As I say, this is consistent with the virtual no-
law situation in respect of members of this
Parliament who can vote on all sorts of things in
which they are interested without having to
declare their interest, no matter how close and
vital that interest is or how much money they
have tied up in it. That is the position in this
Parliament, and this provision is consistent with
that.

Earlier this morning the member for Morley
talked on a matter regarding monitoring. He said
it is all very well to carry out Monitoring, but if
nothing is done about the results of the monitor-
ing, the monitoring is useless. It is window
dressing designed to impress people not close
enough to study the situation which looks good
but is thoroughly bad.

I have not attempted, nor would I attempt,
to amend the subclause because our experience
is that the numbers count and not the merit,
Therefore we would only be wasting time and
humbugging if we were to attempt to amend
the provision. If anyone wonders why I have
no amendment on the notice paper touching on
this question, that is the reason. It is a very
poor provision and the necessary follow-up is
simply not in the Sill,

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for Fuel
and Energy) [12.15 pm.]: [ thank those members
of the Opposition who participated in the debate
for their general support of the Bill. Of course,
as the member for Collie stated, solar energy
research has many fields and if we look at the
ultimate endeavour which is to generate electricity
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from solar energy, then it can be rightly said that
it is a tremendously expensive and long-term
project. Although the technicalities of how to
generate electricity from solar energy are known,
and the two main methods-the chemical and
direct heat method-are established, it will be a
tremendously long time before any of these pro-
cesses, or perhaps another one, will be able to do
the job in an economic way to compete in cost
with what we might call the conventional genera-
tion of electricity.

That was the reason for the comment I made
in my second reading speech and to which the
member for Collie referred; that is, that it is a
long-term project and initially we must study the
present day practical applications instead of the
ultimate applications. That ties in with the argu-
ment the member for Collie used; that is, that
there should not be a great deal of duplication.
It is not only duplication, btut also, quite frankly,
the incapacity financially and personnel-wise of
the State of Western Australia to be so ambitious
as to try to solve the electricity generation prob-
lem. I would imagine that the cost would be in
excess of the cost of the moon mission, and I
imagine that not one country, but a consortium
of countries, will undertake this gradually to arrive
at the desired result.

I want to deal with the overriding point made
by the member for Collie; that is, that we should
not have any duplication. To some extent, this
is right: but I could not subscribe to it 100 per
cent. Firstly, it must be acknowledged that in this
vast country of Australia the problems in the
States vary because of climatic conditions and the
size of the States, as well as for a number of
other reasons. Therefore the solutions are differ-
ent, the opportunities arc different, and the basis
of the economy is different.

Hence I think we are justified-and this is the
answer to the member for Swan-in having a
separate institution in respect of solar energy
because as it was rightly said we have different
climatic conditions and we have vast areas of
land necessary for the absorption technique of
solar electricity generation, which the other States
might not have. Therefore it is logical that we
place our first preference on the research of these
energy resources as opposed to other sources which
are found in abundance in the other States. Take
coal for instance, the point raised by the member
for Coltie. it is quite obvious that we should
leave coal research to New South Wales, Queens-
land, and even Victoria, which have infinitely
larger resources. The same applies to the com-
ment by the member for Collie regarding the

Chairman of the Coal Board of the United King-
dom.

I am not apologising for not having invited
him here because hundreds of people come to
Australia and believe me we have not had a bad
share considering we have only one-twelfth of the
Australian population in this State.

Mr T. H-. Jones: When was the last expert
on coal technology brought to this State?

Mr MENSAROS: The es-Chairman of the
British Coal Board was here a year ago and had
lunch with me.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Who was that? Did you say
a year ago?

Mr MENSAROS: About a year ago. In fact
I had lunch with him at Government House with
the Governor.

I cannot recall the name of the person, but he
is presently the Chairman of the Vickers Cor-
poration. He was an expert in his field. Out
of those hundreds of people who come to Aus-
tralia, we receive a much larger share than our
one-twelfth of the population entitles us to. I
venture to say that half of those people come to
this State, whether it is in connection with the
mining field, the developmental field, or the
financial field, because our developmental pro-
jects are more prevalent, in comparison with the
other States. That applies to solar energy, iron
ore, bauxite, alumina, nickel, or any other re-
source developments.

Referring to duplication, I do not think we can
ovcr-emphasise this aspect because any scientific
research has to have an element of competition
in it. One simply cannot say that research will
be done in one field by one institution only, under
the singular direction of that institution-or its
professor or its head-and that type of research
will not be carried out anywhere else in Aus-
tralia or in the world. Results come from scien-
tific competition. One has to be fairly con-
siderate about how far one should go by simply
emphasising that there shall not be duplication
of research while, on the other hand carrying
out certain research which can be useful as a
result of liaising with other institutions.

Considering the aims of the proposed insti-
tute, despite the fact that there are provisions
in the Bill for us to carry out research ourselves.
as pointed out by the member for Swan, we will
not he aiming for that for a while. As soon
as the Bill becomes an Act, and its provisions
can be implemented, we will have an advisory
council which will decide where the money will
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go. Perhaps it will go to academic research in-
stitutions, such as a university, an industrial con-
cern, or some other organisation interested in
research.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Are we to fund those types
of research programmes? Will they run into
some sort of trouble with Canberra? That is
the problem.

Mr MENSAROS: We will fund them, or co-
fund them. Some of the organisations may have
other funding. The university may have a research
programme into solar energy, and may want to
augment that programme. That is the type of
research which will be considered by the insti-
tute, and the money will be allocated. We could
go further and liaise with many other overseas
institutions. I have mentioned some of them.
Those institutions could become interested in
our exercise, or become interested in Western
Australia because of the abundance of our aver-
age daily sunshine, particularly in the Pilbara
and in the Kimberley.

Because of our vast area of land other re-
search organisations may come to our institute
and offer it funds to allow it to carry out re-
search to assist other countries. Members can
imagine that in Japan, because of the physical
geography, they might be unable to carry out
research which requires many square miles of
mirrors to reflect the sun. Despite the fact that
there is provision in the Bill to allow us to go
into research, we do not want to do that yet.

With regard to the complaint about the trade
unions, I do not think it was quite legitimate.
Obviously, we asked the advice of the existing
Energy Advisory Council. That did not mean
that submissions from anyone interested in this
field would not have been considered. Many
people, other than those I mentioned during my
second reading speech who were consulted by
the Government, came to me voluntarily. One
was Professor D. O'Connor. Other institutes
provided reasonable ideas. Why then did the
trade union movement not come to me with sug-
gestions?

Mr T. H. Jones: Why seek an opinion from
the Confederation of Western Australian Indus-
try, and not from the trade unions?

Mr MENSAROS: We approached only the
advisory council of the State Energy Commission.
All those who were interested, came to us, and
we considered their views. I do not blame the
member for Collie for bringing up this matter.
In fact, I was prepared for it and I would have
been disappointed had he not mentioned it. On
the other hand, I amn not apologetic about it
because if the trade union movement seriously

had any suggestions-other than just to bandy
around its name-it would have been considered.
If there are experts in the trade union movement
who have something to contribute, they will be
welcome to come forward and we will listen to
them.

The member for Collie referred to the over-
riding power of the Minister and the Government.
I do not know whether he mentioned this matter
after giving appropriate consideration to it, or
whether he just referred to it. I have already
said, and I say it again, we intend to divorce
this institution as much as we possibly can from
the Government mainly because outside and over-
seas organisations, which may have an interest-
and some already do-should be able to con-
tribute to it. If we were to make it a straightout
Government department, or even a Government
instrumentality, we could get into trouble with
overseas money which might have to be channelled
through Canberra, and as a result might not
reach our research institute.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn appeared to
think I had not listened to the member for Collie,
because he gave a precis of what the member
for Collie had said. However, I do not blame
him for that approach. He also applied the
political usage which anyone in Opposition would
use when summing up legislation which is neces-
sary, and which is supported by all, of not wishing
to be the subject of the ridicule of the population
generally, by saying it is belated. That is normal
usage, and I do not blame the member for his
approach.

Quite frankly, I was not happy with the com-
ments of the member for Swan, He took a
different view from that of his colleagues. His
colleagues, generally speaking, welcomed the
measure whereas the member for Swan adopted a
centralistic view and said we should not have a
research institute in this State, but that it should
be handled by the Commonwealth. However, I
consider I dealt with that matter. My view is
that the problems of this State are vastly different
from those in other parts of Australia. The
solutions to those problems are different, and
while we are in Government we shall deal with
those problems.

I believe I have dealt with all the questions
raised, and I commend the Bill to the Rouse.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitjtee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Clarko) in

the Chair; lVr Mensaros (Minister for Fuel and
Energy) in charge of the Bill.
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Clauses I to 12 put and passed.
Clause 13: Appointment and tenure of Direc-

tors-

Mr SKIDMORE: I was looking for a clause to
which I could relate the remark of the Minister
that I had a centralist attitude. This clause deals
with the appointment of the directors of the in-
stitute.

l do not want a centralised organisation but I
also do not want overlapping of investigations
into the use of the resources of the country. I
feared directors of institutes who did not have
the necessary expertise would be authorising types
of research which were already being undertaken
in other States. This happens in many fields of
endeavour. I was suggesting a central organisation
which would say. "Because of its climatic condi-
tions, New South Wales can undertake research
into this particular matter, and Western Austra-
lia can undertake another avenue of research."

I do not want a centralised command but I
think co-ordination between the States is vital,'
particularly in a matter which will involve mil-
lions of dollars.

Mr MENSAROS: I replied to the honourable
member during the second reading debate. We
have some differences. I still say we cannot and
should not necessarily prevent all duplication of
research, because it is healthy competition from
which results can be achieved.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 19 put and passed.
Clause 20: Membership of the Advisory Com-

mittee-

Mr T. H-. ]ONES: I do not accept the answer
given by the Minister in his reply to the debate
regarding the lack of representation of and con-
sultation with the Trades and Labor Council.
The Minister said he invited opinions from all
sections of the community. We on this side of
the Chamber-and I am sure some members on
the other side-know what an important role the
trade union movement plays in Western Australia.

Clause 20 sets out the membership of the ad-
visory committee, which is to be as follows-

(a) one person appointed from a panel sub-
mitted by the body known as The Con-
federation of Western Australian Indus-
try (incorporated);

That is an employers' group. To continue-
(b) one person appointed from a panel sub-

mitted by the body known as The
Chamber of Mines of Western Australia
(incorporated);

That is, generally speaking, an employers' organ-
isat ion. To continue-

(c) one person appointed from a panel sub-
mitted by the body known as the Perth
Chamber of Commerce (Incorporated);

Generally speaking, that is another employers'
organ isation. The other members will represent
the University of Western Australia, the Murdoch
University, the Institute of Technology, the
CSIRO, and so on.

The advisory committee comprises three repre-
sentatives of employer organisations. It would not
be difficult to involve the Trades and Labor
Council. The trade union movement is involved in
other legislation which has been enacted in this
Parliament. Its voice is respected and the Trades
and Labor Council is an important organisation
because it looks after the working sector. I am
sure the average person in the street would agree
it would be reasonable for the Government to
appoint to the advisory committee a representative
of the trade union movement.

What has the Government got against the
union movement? It has a contribution to make.
The people involved in the trade union move-
ment are not all nincompoops; some of them are
well-educated and well-qualified men. As the
Minister for Labour and Industry knows, many
trade union leaders come from the university.

Mr Rushton: Does that include your party?

Mr T. H-. JONES: The Minister can bie the
judge of that.

Several members interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: Members opposite are talk-
ing while sitting down. One of these days they
will have the guts to get up on their feet. H-ow
many speeches are made sitting down? Have
some guts and get up to make a speech, instead
of interjecting.

Several members interjected.

Foint of Order
Mr GRAYDEN: Is the member for Mt. Haw-

thorn permitted to interject when he is not sitting
in his own seat?

The CHAIRMAN: I did not hear the inter-
ject ion. tt is not the practice in this Chamber for
a member to interject when not sitting in his
seat.

Comnmittee Reswnred

Mr T. H. JONES; We spoke yesterday about
Charlie's army. It is quite obvious that Charlie
has his army well regimented. The only time
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members opposite are allowed to open their
mouths is when Opposition members are on their
feet.

Several members interjected.

Mr T. H-. JONES: Do it the manly way. Get
up and make a contribution at the proper time
instead of sitting down sniping. Members op-
posite are just a lot of snipers.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the member
for Collie to direct his remarks to clause 20.

Mr T. H. JONES: I ask you to stop the inter-
jections, Mr Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN: I am seeking to do that,
and I will achieve it, too.

Mr T. H. JONES: Had the interjections not
been made, I would not have been speaking in
that manner. I will ignore the snipers at your
request, Mr Chairman.

Without labouring the issue, I make a strong
protest on behalf of the trade union movement
of Western Australia. It is a shameful situation
when the trade union movement is completely
overlooked and ignored by the Government. it
could contribute to the effectiveness of this organi-
sation. I could have placed on the notice paper
an amendment providing for the inclusion of a
representative of the trade union movement. as
I have done in the past with other Bills, but it
would not get past first base. However, I record
a strong protest, firstly on behalf of the trade
union movement, and secondly on behalf of the
hundreds of thousands of workers the trade union
movement represents in this State.

Mr SKIDMORE: I rise to challenge the Minis-
ter on the validity of the argument he used about
the representation on the committee. In his
second reading speech, on page 2000 of Hansard,
he had this to say-

Clauses I8 to 24 deal with the solar energy
advisory committee which is to consist of a
number of specialist advisers to assist the
board of directors. The committee will have
representatives from the Confederation of
Western Australian Industry,-

I point out to the Minister that we are speaking
of solar energy research. I would not think that
any representative of the confederation would have
any more expertise on this subject than I would.
The Confederation of Western Australian Indus-
try is basically a service unit looking after em-
ployer organisations in regard to the Industrial
Arbitration Act and other agreements. What
expertise would be needed from the confederation?

Mr Williams: Why should we not include them?

Mr SKIDMORE: I thank the honourable mem,-
ber for the interjection, and I will take up the
argument. To put it conversely, the trade union
movement is an organisation working in the indus-
trial field to put forward the wishes and wants of
the worker. That is its field of expertise. How-
ever, some members of the trade union movement
hold degrees in science and they may have the
necessary expertise in solar energy. Yet not one
approach was made to ensure that any of these
people were on the committee.

Even the experts in the field are saying that
we are just touching on this question at the
moment. We have a long way to go, but it seems
quite wrong for the Government to appoint to
the committee a member of the confederation
while it ignores the trade tunion movement.

The next appointee to this committee is a
representative of the Chamber of Mines. What
expertise would such a representative have in
regard to solar energy?

Mr Mensaros: Good lord!

Mr SKIDMORE: How would such a person
be equipped to decide on matters relating to solar
energy resources? We may as well include a
representative of local government on this com-
mittee. I am quite sure that if the Minister for
Local Government looked around he would find
an expert on solar energy in his field.

What is the role of the Chamber of Mines in
the community? It is to look after the mining
organisations in Western Australia which have
a common interest.

The Perth Chamber of Commerce is another
service organisation for employers. Perhaps it
may be said that the Chamber of Commerce has
a subcommittee on solar energy. I am not privy
to all the affairs of the chamber, but to my
knowledge it does not have such a committee.

If we assume that all these organisations have
the right to be represented on this committee,
can it then be denied that the trade union move-
ment has the same right? If the criterion is valid
for representation by those organisations, the
criterion should be valid also for a representative
of the Trades and Labor Council. This is a
typical example of the Liberal Government's
attitude. It does not recognise that a trade union
movement can make a contribution to anything
in this State.

The Minister and his Government say con-
sistently to the trade union movement. "We want
you to do the work and the research. You have
the laboratories and you should use your tech-
nical skills to help 'is achieve our aims but you
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will not have a say in how those aims will be
achieved."

Sitting suspended fromi 12.45 to 2. 15 pam

Mr SKIDMORE: Prior to the suspension I was
discussing the membership of the Committee, and
I was pointing out that if the qualifications of
members of the Perth Chamber of Commerce
and the Confederation of Western Australian In-
dustry are considered to be such as to entitle
them to membership of the committee, certainly
the Trades and Labor Council should have a re-
presentative on the committee on that ground
alone; and certainly it should have a representative
on the committee on the ground of the additional
argument that it would have expertise in certain
fields.

Inote that the Minister will have power to
enlarge the committee if he thinks fit; therefore
it is not necessary for us to amend the Bill in
this direction. In any case the fate of such an
amendment is fairly obvious, although perhaps
other amendments might be acceptable to the
Minister.

I would like the Minister to give due considera-
tion to the appointment to the committee at the
appropriate time of a member of the Trades and
Labor Council; and if not a member of that body,
then at least a member of the community who
has sonic expertise in the field of solar energy
and has the interest of the community at heart.

Mr MENSAROS: The contention of the mem-
ber for Collie-which is old hat for the Labor
Party-that this Government is against unions,
unionists, and the union movement in Western
Australia, when based on the provisions of this
Bill bears about as much logical reasoning as
if he were to say Ihat the Government is against
(he milk vendors association, the Royal Austra-
lian Institute of Architects, the Australian Medical
Association, the Institute of Engineers, or some
other body.

What must be borne in mind is that the
various bodies which are able to sukbmit panels
of names for appointment to the advisory com-
mittee will merely be recommending persons;, and
presumably those bodies have members who would
have the necessary expertise.

Contrary to what the member for Collie said,
the Confederation of Western Australian Industry
is not purely an employers' federation; it is an
amalgamation of two bodies and it represents a
large section of industry from which hopefully
we will be able to draw applicants who want to
be involved in solar research. The same applies
to the other associations.

It has been rightly pointed out, despite a "but"
from the member for Swan, that the union move-
ment is an employees' society. We are not after
employers or employees; we are after the people
in the associations who conceivably will be able
to contribute the most.

The member for Swan demonstrated something
less than his usual expertise when he queried
what the Chamber of Mines has to do with the
whole exercise. We have made it clear that we
want to utilise research for short-term, tangible
results; and that is not in the generation of elec-
tricity, it is in solar heaters, solar air-conditioners,
and in the generation of base heat.

Very few mining processes do not require heat,
and no matter what degree of heat is required, if ---
the first 200* or 300' farenhet are able to -be
generated by solar energy--even though 1 0000 or
1 300' are necessary for the process-then the
process is proportionately much more economical
than the mathematical proportion between 300'
and 1 3000.

This is one of our aims, because our economy
is based largely on mineral resources, and we
want to generate this base heat for mineral pro-
cessing. Hence the importance of the inclusion
of the Chamber of Mines, because it comprises
companies which do this processing and have the
laboratories, and they have made a great deal
of progress in various technical fields.

I repeat that there is no logic in concluding
that the Government is against the unions be-
cause they are not amongst the bodies which
will recommend appointments to the advisory com-
mittee. In any event, as the member for Swan
pointed out towards the end of his comments.
other nominees are to be appointed and we would
be just as happy to use the services of anybody in
a particular field of research, whether he belongs
to the union movement or any other organisation.

Mr T. H. JONES: I cannot let the Minister Off
the hook that easily. He indicated that the Con-
federation of Western Australian Industry is not
totally an employers' organisation. It has taken
the 'place of the' Emplo ers Federat ion.

Mr O'Neil: And the Chamber of Manuifac-
tures.

Mr T. H, JONES: I am not talking about the
Chamber of Manufactures; I am talking about the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry.
With the industrial experience he might have had,
the Deputy Premier would well know that in every
instance the wage earners of Western Australia
prepare a case for a wage rise the employers are
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generally represented by somebody in this organ-
isation. A change of name does not change the
Organisation.

I do not wish to dwell on this matter but I
cannot allow the Minister to be recorded as say-
ing this is the situation. Employers are entitled
to have an Organisation to represent their inter-
ests, just as trade unionists are entitled to have
an Organisation, but it must be appreciated that
this Organisation looks after the interests of the
employers in this State, and that cannot be
denied.

The point I made which the Minister did not
answer was that this advisory committee would
comprise representatives froro eight bodies. One
of those representatives will be nominated by the
Minister but three will come from employer or-
ganisations. I am not opposing this, but if that
is to be the case, am I out of order in suggesting
that one of the representatives should come from
the trade union movement?

This practice initiated by the Court Govern-
ment of overriding the trade union movement, as
the Minister and other members in this place
know, is nothing new. Unfortunately the present
Minister is not held in very high esteem by the
trade union movement because the movement is
still not happy with the amendments to the fuel
and energy legislation. If we wish to bridge that
gap here is an opportunity for the Government to
place somebody from the Trades and Labor
Council on the committee. Such a representative
would be outvoted and could not command the
decisions of the committee; he would be only one
of nine representatives if we were to add one
more. All he could do is voice the opinion of the
workers, and to make the organisation operate
effectively and efficiently the interests of the
workers must be considered. For those reasons
Ioppose the views expressed by the Minister.

Mr GRILL: I indicate to the Committee and
to the Minister that I enthusiastically support this
Bill and I think he appreciates that he gets fairly
solid support from this side of the House. How-
ever, in respect to clause 20 1 have some mis-
givings and, although I support the comments
made by my colleagues on this side of the
Chamber, my Misgivings are of a different nature.

Of course, any appointmenis to an advisory
committee are bound to be of a vexing nature
and no-one will ever agree on them, but on look-
ing down the list of organisations which will be
represented on this body I think it is fairly appar-
ent to anyone that every institution and every
body mentioned therein is based in the metropoli-
tan area and not one of those institutions has a

base outside the metropolitan area- That includes
the Chamber of Mines which once was a body
situated in Kalgoorlie but is now situated in the
metropolitan area; and most of the other bodies
are also strictly and wholly metropolitan basid.

To take an extreme example, the Perth Chamber
of Commerce is to be represented but no
reciprocal body from a country area will be
represented in any way. I feel that in two
respects the Government has missed a golden
opportunity with respect to this Bill. Tfre~ first
is that it has failed to place on the advisory
committee anyone with a country backgrourfd.
Secondly, and perhaps miore importantly, the
Government has indicated it has missed the
Opportunity to strike a blow for decent ral isation.

It seems to many people that solar research
lends itself to country areas. Undoubtedly it is
easy to set up such a body, in the city and
harder to set it up in the country, but not'
always are easier decisions in the long run the
right decisions. As this sort of research is ideally
suited to country areas and could be carried out
in the country, country areas should be represented
or the institute itself should be in the country.

I appreciate that under the provisions of this
Bill the institute will initially be an administrative
body which vets certain applications to be made
by certain rcsearch groups around the State and
having vetted those groups and decided whether
the applications have merit, it may or may not
allocase moneys towards such research; and such
research could be carried out anywhere within
the State. Notwithstanding that fact we will find
that this institute will be a focus and a centre
for research into solar energy and, by the well
known principles of Parkinson's Law, we will find
that around this institute will he built a very
large administrative and research centre in due
co urse.

It seems a great pity to nme that such a centre,
which could be placed in the country, is going
to be placed in the city as are all other centres of
a like nature. As the Premier pointed out some
months ago in the Press, the basic elements of
solar research, firstly, are long hours of sunlight
and, secondly, a fair amount of space. Both those
basic elements can be found in the country-areas
of this State; more so in some particular areas-

When considering the question of decentralisa-
tion I tend to be a little parochial and think of
areas in my electorate such as Kalgoorlie where
the institute might be established. It seems to
be a terrible thing that an institute such as the
School of Mines, which has an abundance of
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technical experience and a superabundance of
equipment, could not be considered as a suit-
able centre at which to establish this institute.

This will be the Government's first and last
opportunity to make such a decision. Once it
decides to establish the institute in the city nothing
more can be done about the matter. Firstly. I
urge the Minister to give some consideration to
placing on the advisory board a person with a
couniry background. Secondly, I feel the Gov-
ernment should give further consideration to the
possibility of setting up this institute in a regional
centre.

Mr JAMIESON: I would like to comment on
the matter of preferment for employer organisa-
lion representatives on the institute. The Minister
claims there is nothing sinister in that; he says
they are there because of the possibility of their
having expertise in this field. The Minister is
virtually saying there is no expertise associated
with the members of the Trades and Labor
Council.

I remind the Minister that people such as Mr
Sarich and others who are involved in engineering
research were originally ordinary engineering
tradesmen in our community. It is most unlikely
that people associated with the Trades and Labor
Council are going to be less than suspicious if an
organisation is to be set up with employer repre-
sentatives but no employee representative. I
think the Minister is very wrong in adapting the
attitude he does. The confederation may have
expertise but as far as I can establish the Con-
federation of WA Industry has its prime function,
its every-day function, in protecting employers-
if I might use that phrase-against employees.
Conversely the Trades and Labor Council pro-
tects employees from employers. If only, one
organisation is to have representation it would
have been better not to name these representatives
at all. It would have been better if these
organisations had not been named specifically.

I get very suspicious when we start applying
names ito these things. We already have employer
representation on boards where the same repre-
senitation is not given to the trade union move-
ment. The amalgamation of the Chamber of
Manufactures and the WA Employers' Federa-
tion did not seem to be such a wise move because
the two were quite distinct. The Chamber of
Manufactures represented the type of person
the Premier is referring to.

If the Government wishes to set expertise and
ideas, the Trades and Labor Council has as
much right and ability to offer assistance. The
Minister is saying that the only expertise comes
from the employer class rather than the employee

class. This makes the Bill a class-conscious
measure which is very unnecessary in this day
and age.

If the Government wishes to have the best
brains involved in any sort of energy research it
should try to involve all spectrums of the com-
munity. The Minister will probably find that
tradesmen can in fact not supply any expertise
to the representative of the Confederation of WA
Industry. Obviously this is not a desirable feature.
I consider that some of' the confederation's activi-
ties are very unskilful and not conducive to good
results.

I suggest that, in future, when drafting Bills
like this which should be of benefit to the State
there should be no class consciousness involved.
Before the Bill becomes legislation I suggest the
Government should include in it a wider range of
specified people to be represented, or alternatively
take out any representative that may be objection-
able. The onus should be left on the Govern-
ment of the day for any additional representative
to be appointed if the necessity arose.

Mr MENSAROS: May I say in reply to the
Leader of the Opposition that I honestly do not
believe we have implied or tried to imply that
there is no expertise in the Trades and Labor
Council.

Mr Jamieson. You have done that by drafting
the Bill in this manner.

Mr MENSAROS: If we had done that, by the
same logic we would be implying that there was
no expertise in the Royal Society. The Leader
of the Opposition should not forget that the pro-
visions in this clause are not for appointing, only
for nominating people. It is logical to believe
that these bodies mentioned would have amongst
their members people who not only have
expertise but who also might want to participate
in this research.

I do not wish to go into the argument of the
employer representation as against the employee
representation. The Leader of the Opposition
will find as I have found in daily contacts with
the Confederation that the section that used to
be known as the WA Employers' Federation
would not know anything about this matter as
it would be handled by the industry section.

The other question is: Who are the people who
might be interested and might contribute financ-
ially? These would be the CSIRO and universities
which might have some funds that could be used
to augment the present finances.

Mr Jamieson: I have no objection to that.
Mr MENSAROS: That is the reason we did not

choose the Royal Society in which there may be
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theoretical expertise but which does not have dir-
ect contact with companies that do research.

In reply to the member for Yilgarn-Dundas. I
indicate that a considerable amount of considera-
tion was Liven to the quesition he raised when the
Bill was being drafted. It should be made clear
that we are not establishing an institute in the
physical sense and this should be noted by the
members for Geraldton, Gascoyne, and others.
We cannot afford to build a physical institute.
It must be a board, advised by the advisory coun-
cil, which takes into consideration where re-
search can be carried out. Despite the fact that
it is impossible for me to give the member an
assurance in advance, I would like to tell him
that various people will be represented. I can
assure him I have received a great deal of cor-
respondence from different institutions, one of
them being the Kalgoorlie School of Mines, which
are interested in carrying out some research and
they will have representation on the advisory
council. They will probably recommend areas of
research to the Solar Energy Research Institute.

I believe the honourable member's argument
about the problem of obtaining funds is well
made, based on the experience of all members.
However, as long as I am here I can assure him
there will be no problem obtaining funds. The
SEC is interested in the situation, in the same
manner as any utility provider would be. In the
United States private institutions provide the
funds and carry out the administration. Hopefully
the money which is allocated by the Government,
which should increase over the years, and the
money which is obtained from other institutions,
will be used purely for research purposes until
such time as. if ever, the work load grows to
such an extent as to require a separate organisa-
tion.

Clause put and
lowing result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros

a division taken with the fol-

Ayes 26
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Nanovich
O'Connor
Old
O'Neil
Ridge
Rushton
Sibson
Sodeman
Stephens
watt
Williams
Young
Shalders

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Barnett
Bertram
T. J. Burke
T. D. Evans
Grill
H-arman
Hodge

Ayes
Sir Charles Court
Mr McPharlin
Mrs Craig
Mr Tubby
Mr Spriggs

Clause thus passed.

Noes 14
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Pairs

Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Jamieson
T. H. Jones
Mclver
Pearce
Taylor
Wilson
Bateman

(Teller)

Noes
Carr
Bryce
Davies
H-. D. Evans
B. T. Burke

Clauses 21 and 22 put and passed.

Clause 23: Meetings and proceedings of
Advisory Committee-

the

Mr T. H. )ONES: I would like to deal with
clause 23 (7) which reads-

(7) Any member of the Advisory Com-
mittee who has a direct or indirect pecuniary
interest in any matter that is being con-
sidered or is about to be considered at a
meeting of the Advisory Committee shall as
soon as possible after the relevant facts have
come to his knowledge, disclose the nature
of his interest to those present at the meet-
ing and that disclosure shall be recorded in
the minutes of the meeting.

I have an amendment on the notice paper which

Page I5, line 29-Add after the word
"meeting" the following words-

"Having made his disclosures if in
the opinion of the majority of other
members present at the meeting the
nature of the pecuniary interest is such
that the Member concerned should take
no part in the debate on the subject
matter upon which the pecuniary in-
terest touches, then such Member shalt
withdraw from the meeting while that
subject is under discussion so that he
shall not become privy to the dis-
cussion".

This amendment would tidy up the situation. Any-
one with a pecuniary interest could not take
part in the debate at the meeting. If the mem-
bers at the meeting feel he should not take part
in the debate he could not do so. I ask the

(Teller)P Minister's reaction to that.
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Mr MENSAROS: As I indicated privately to
the member for Collie. I am happy to accept
this amendment. It spells out what would have
happened anyway; but for practical purposes, and
in order that we may advance, I would suggest
he content himself with my assurance that the
same amendment will be moved in another place.
If the member will accept my assurance we can
continue with the Bill to the third reading stage.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 24 to 29 put and passed.

Clause 30: Use of staff and facilities of de-
partmens and instrumentalities--

Mr T. H. JONES: In order to save time, I
think the Minister could answer the queries I
have in relation to clauses 30 to 32 as they are
in regard to the same matter.

I would like to refer to clause 31 (2) paragraph
(a) which deals with the penalty imposed if a
person fails to furnish the required information
to the authority. If he fails to comply with the
notice served by the authority, or knowingly fur-
nishes any false or misleading information to the
institute, he commits an offence against the Act
for which a penalty of $500 will be imposed.

We do not oppose the penalty and, of course,
if we look at clause 32 a penalty of $1 000 is
imposed if any person to whom subclause (5)
applies makes a public disclosure of information.
However, the point to which I want to direct the
Minister's attention is whether there are appeal
provisions in relation to the fine. We on this
side of the Chamber are not arguing that a pen-
alty should he imposed. However, if the person
so fined is not happy with the decision, for ob-
vious reasons, and he feels he has been treated
unjustly, there should be provisions for him to
appeal against the fine.

Mr MENSAROS: I have not been able to
seek the advice of the Crown Law Department.
However, I am quite sure, as in any other Act
of Parliament in which penalties are provided, the
judicial system takes care of instances of appeal.

The Act provides only for the penalty. It does
not provide for the judicial action itself; bitt the
right of appeal and the appellant forum will be
the same as in any other case.

Mr T. H. JONES: I appreciate that the Min-
ister has not had time to consider the matter, so
I request him to have the matter consi dered and
advise me of the situation before the Bill leaves
another place.

Mr Mensaros: Yes.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 31 to 36 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Re port
Bill reported, without amendment, and the

report adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the

third reading.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for Fuel
and Energy) [2.51 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of the
Opposition) (2.52 p.m.]: Unfortunately I was
not here when the earlier main debate took place,
but I want to comment on the Bill because I
believe the Government has raced into it without
giving it much refined thinking, and its advisors
are not very imaginative. The definition of "solar
energy research" reads as follows-

"solar energy research' includes the develop-
ment of any process, technique, method.
design or apparatus to collect, apply or
utilise solar energy or to convert solar
energy into any other form of energy:

However, there is no definition of "solar energy"*,
and this concerns me. Prom what I gather the
debate has concerned only the collecting of the
sun's rays and their conversion: but that is not
the start and finish of solar energy. The differ-
ence in the temperature in the ocean off our
north-west coast is something like 30* or 400
between the top and the bottom, and that repre-
sents the solar energy difference. This is a source
of energy itself-he difference in heat. A gen-
erator can be manufactured to make use of such
energy.

There are a number of solar energy principles
other than the absorption of the sun's rays. One
might argue that tidal power is not exactly solar
energy, but it is certainly not energy created on
earth. It is extraterrestial and we could regard it
as solar energy because when the planets line up
with the moon and the sun in certain directions we
get the excessively heavy lides which are solar
sources.

There was poor imagination on the part of
whoever drafted the Bill because a definition of
"solar energy' should have been included to
enable a wider field to be examined. All the
natural types of energy phenomena which are not
yet tapped could be included because they all have
to do with solar energy.
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Wind is a form of energy caused by the heating
of certain parts of the land, which results in ther-
mals drawing in cooler air, thus making wind
power a form of solar power. There is no doubt
this is directly related to solar energy, but it seems
that we arc merely considering some form of
solar absorption power which is a very limited
field and likely to be so for a long time. Diffi-
culties are experienced in obtaining an effective
absorber, except for those used in solar heaters
for home hot water systems and the solar elec-
tricity generators used with instruments in rather
remote areas and used extensively in the appartus
which is sent into space and is required to gener-
ate its own power for a time in order to remain
operative. That is the absorption principle, either
for the purpose of chemical-making of electricity,
or alternatively for the generation of heat, but
it does not go far enough.

When we are establishing an organisation such
as the one proposed, we should ensure it is able
to examine all aspects. However, by including
the definition of "solar energy research" the
Government does not go far enough. If the
Bill covered a wider field, people would be en-
couraged to conice forward with ideas and schemes.
Often the germ of an idea leads to a very success'
ful type of operation. If a person, by observing
some natural phenomenon, has an idea, he should
be encouraged to approach an organisation such
as the one envisaged under the Bill. However,
as the Bill is worded at present, it is very limiting
and gives no encouragement in the circumstances
I just mentioned.

Had I been here earlier I would have suggested
that additional thought be given to amending the
Bill to cover all the fields I have mentioned.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for Fuel
and Energy) [2.58 p.m.]: I agree with the intent
and purpose the Leader of the Opposition has,
but I do not agree with the method by which
he suggests this objective could be achieved.

I assure him that this problem was discussed
and taken into consideration during the formula-
tion of the Bill. It was decided that it would be
much better not to attempt to define "solar
energy" per se because inevitably we would place
restrictions on the research which could be done.

Mr Jamieson: You have done just that already
with your definition of "solar energy research'.

Mr MENSAROS: Instead, we have defined
"solar - energy research" and under the research
all those aspects mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition arc covered, including the difference in
temperature in ocean depths, because as long as

we allow that they are forms of solar energy-I
do not disagree-they can be included. That was
the reason for defining "research" only and not
".solar energy" itself.

Of worse I would be very happy if the stage
were reached that the institute had so much finan-
cial means that it could cover various other
aspects which could be vaguely defined as "solar
energy" other than the one we understand as
being the heat of the sun. Hopefully we will
reach that stage at some time. Perhaps some
people will approach the institute and we will
have overseas offers, then even without amending
the legislation we will be perfectly entitled to go
into those fields.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT DILL

Second Readingt

Debate resumed from the 18th October.

MR McIVER (Avon) [3.00 p.m.]: The
measure now before the House is to amend the
Government Railways Act, and I indicate at the
outset that the Opposition has no objections to
the provisions in the Bill. However, I will take
this opportunity to make a few general comments.

The Bill contains three main provisions: Firstly,
it will alter the title of the Western Australian
Government Railways Employees Death Benefit
and Endowment Fund by deleting reference to
the death benefit aspects of the fund; secondly, it
will enable the Western Australian Government
Railways Commission to deal with motor vehicles
abandoned on railways property; and, thirdly, it
will enable the Western Australian Government
Railways Commission to become a member of the
Australian Railway Research and Development
Organisation.

Those provisions do not require much elabora-
tion by me, because they are well documented and
self-explanatory. However, for the benefit of
members in this House, I consider I should give
a brief background to the Western Australian
Government Railways Employees Death Benefit
and Endowment Fund.

The fund came into being in 1907, and it was
not very long before it had a membership of
2400. The benefits were payable from the fund
on the death of a member. The procedure was
that each member of the fund would contribute
10c to the beneficiaries of the deceased person.
In the old days, when an employee complained
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of a bad back, or said that he was not feeling
very well, the common saying was, "if you do
not improve by the weekend we will all have to
find 10c." That was an old railways saying.

In the 1930s it was found necessary to examine
the benefit fund because of its decreasing mem-
bership, and various other problems. As was
indicated by the Minister, during his second read-
ing speech, the fund now has 26 members only,
and each of those members is well in his
eighties.

1 am sure members will fully realise that the
reference to death benefits must be deleted, so
that it will be known as the Western Australian
Government Railways Employees' Endowment
Fund.

I take this opportunity also to say how Very
fortunate the employees of Westrail are in being
members of that organisation, The concept of
the employees' endowment fund provides the
greatest form of insurance in Australia. No other
insurance system can come up to it. We also
have the situation that it is one of the most
efficient facets of Westrail. The officers who
administer the fund have had many years' ex-
perience, and they are humane and understanding
towards the next of kin when an employee dies.
It is a wonderful organisation.

I realise I have strayed a little from the con-
tents of the Bill, but I felt it was incumbent on
me, knowing some of the background of the
endowment fund, to explain to members the im-
portant role it plays-particularly when dealing
with a family of a deceased employee.

The members of the fund are able to borrow
money from it at Christmas time, or when they
go on a holiday. The loan is at a low interest
rate, and the employee usually arranges to repay
it by having a certain sum taken out of his
wages each pay day. The railways employees
are most fortunate indeed to have such a fund,
and I certainly commend the officers who run it
for the conscientious manner in which they carry
out their duties.

The second provision in the Bill is also self-
explanatory, and it does not require a great deal
of elaboration. It will enable Westrail to remove
motor vehicles which are left on its property.
The new centre was built at a cost of millions
of dollars, and people who have derelict motorcars
treat the area around the centre as a dumping
ground. With the passing of this amendment,
Westrail will be able to dispose of those vehicles
and recover the costs involved in removing them.
I am sure no-one would have any objection to
that provision; certainly the Opposition does not.

The third provision in the Bill will enable the
Western Australian Government Railways Com-
mission to become a member of the Australian
Railway Research and Development Organisation.
That is a forward step, although perhaps it is a
little late. Nevertheless, we support the move.

My only criticism of this provision is that I
am far from happy that the headquarters of the
organisation will be in Melbourne. When the
respective Ministers for Railways from each State
in Australia attended a meeting to discuss this
very matter, they unanimously decided that their
headquarters would be in Melbourne. I consider
it to be a weakness on the part of our State
Minister to allow the representatives from the
Eastern States to put it over him. This is the
State where the headquarters should be; right
here in Western Australia,

Mr Davies: I think they had the numbers!

Mr McIVER: I do not tnow about that, but
I would like to see the minutes of the meeting
because I do not think that much of a case was
put forward by our State Minister.

We are the largest State, and we have the
largest network of railways. The majority of
our railways operations are miles ahead of those
in the Eastern States, especially with regard to
wagons and the transhipment of goods. However,
we have allowed the headquarters to be estab-
lished in Victoria, the smallest State in Australia.

We often hear members opposite talking about
centralism. It would not be possible to get any-
thing more centralised than to have the head-
quarters of the Australian Railway Research and
Development Organisation in Melbourne, one of
the most industrialised cities of Australia. I can
assure members in this House-and I do not
intend to be egotisical-had I been thereI
would have fought tooth and nail to have the
headquarters established in this State.

Mr O'Neil: in Northam.

Mr McIVER:. Right here in the heart of Perth.
Mr O'Connor: Why not decentralise. and have

it at Northam?

Mr MOIVER: I could not think of a better
place. However, I would settle for the city on
this occasion.

That is the only opposition I have to this
amending Bill. I do not think there was enough
debate at the meeting of Ministers. 11 is quite
obvious that our Minister met with more experi-
enced Ministers and agreed to the headquarters
being established in Melbourne. It is quite likely
the other Ministers said they would look after
Western Australia.
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I am very much opposed to that. However, as
I indicated earlier, the Opposition has no objec-
tions to the provisions in the Bill, and I support
the measure.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Works) [3.10 pm.]: I thank the honourable
member for his knowledgeable, good-mannered.
and courteous comments and his co-operation:
and I commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.

BJil read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr

Watt) in the Chair; Mr O'Connor (Minister for
Works) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 23 amended-

Mr DAVIES: In line 4 of proposed new
paragraph (23c) it says "any vehicle left on a
railway". The Act contains a very wide defini-
tion of railway. I am not certain whether the
word 'railway" in this Bill means a parking area.

Mr O'Connor: Land belonging to the railways.

Mr DAVIES: It is rather wide. It could be
a duplication of some parts of paragraph (23b),
which covers railway land and parking areas and
gives the Railways Department the right to make
regulations in respect of parking, towing away,
demurrage costs, and so on. The proposed new
paragraph simply says "railway" and I presume
if a vehicle is left on any railway land of any
kind anywhere it may be taken away after seven
days. It is a rough provision; it is full of the
words "providing" and "prescribing".

Mr O'Connor: It is a little awkward, It is
not easy to put forward a provision relating to
vehicles dumped on certain property which will
be suitable to everyone.

Mr DAVIES: It is similar to an amendment
we made to the Local Government Act some
years ago.

Mr O'Connor: That is so. To answer your
question. I will make a check.

Mr DAVIES: Under the principal Act, "rail-
way" is well defined, and it seems to me if one
could not be caught tinder this paragraph one
could be caught tinder the provision relating to
parking, so one has no chance of dodging.

Mr BERTRAM: In 1970 an Act entitled Dis-
posal of Uncollected Goods Act was passed and
became law. It dealt with goods coming into the

possession of people who are not the owners of
them. I think the Act was divided into various
parts to cover various situations where persons
could find themselves in possession but not in
ownership.

I am therefore a little puzzled about this pro-
vision. I have not had a chance to study the
Disposal of Uncollected Goods Act but it seems
to me it would apply to this type of situation
unless it contains a specific exclusion. If it does
contain a specific exclusion relating to this matter,
all that is necessary is to delete the exclusion in
that Act rather than amend the Government
Railways Act. I raise the query: Does the
Disposal of Uncollected Goods Act already cover
this situation? If so, why can the existing Act
not be used as the vehicle to deal with this type
of situation?

Mr O'Connor: I am not completely familiar
with that Act but I think it refers to retaining
goods for a period of three months.

Mr B3ERTRAM: I am not sure about that.
There are certain rules for procedure. If we
have an Act dealing specifically with uncollected
goods, we should not hide another provision
relating to uncollected goods in another Act, If
we are concerned about uncollected goods, the
place to deal with the matter is in that Act. Wt;
should be mindful of the people outside who
have to abide by our laws. When they want to
find out about uncollected goods they should be
able to go to that Act and not have to charge
off into the hidden highways and byways in
other legislation.

The law is often being challenged these days.
It contains many anomalies and misunderstand-
ings. In some areas of law people misunderstand
the law and construe it quite falsely, largely be-
cause the people who make the laws and the
lawyers who enforce them do not communicate
or do not communicate well enough. We should
not treat these matters lightly.

For years the member for Kalgoorlie urged for
legislation relating to uncollected goods. We now
have it, and if its provisions are suitable I sug-
gest this type of amendment should be made to
that Act. That is not a problem. My argutment is
we should have a good look at the Disposal of
Uncollected Goods Act to see whether the in-
tentions of the proposed new paragraph (23c)
can be incorporated in it.

Mr
graph
rather
goods

OECONNOR: I think the proposed para-
(2 3c) refers to the depositing of rubbish
than to uncollected goods. Uncollected

are those which have been forwarded and
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not collected. In this case we are dealing with the
dumping of goods. I will refer the matter to the
Attorney-General so that he may look into it.

Clause put and passd.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-

port adopted.

APPROPRIATION BELL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) (No. 2)

In Committee

Resumed from the 19th October. The Chairman
of Committees (Mr Clarko) in the Chair; Mr
O'Neil (Deputy Premier) in charge of the Dill.

Padrt 9Miniser for Education-
Progress was reported after the part had been

partly considered.

MR MrIVER (Avon) [3.21 ps.I:l I will take
the opportunity to speak to this part very briefly.
I have some questions on the notice paper today.
but I cannot allow this opportunity to pass with-
out emphasising to the Minister for Education the
need for financial assistance to schools in the Avon
electorate.

Last year a demountable classroom was con-
structed at the Beverley Junior High School.
Members can imagine what the students and
teachers have put up with in this demountable
classroom as the temperatures continually exceed
400 C. I have spoken on this subject of de-
mountable classrooms over a very long period,
but I must again emphasise how unsuitable they
are for country areas.

I know that it is necessary to use these class-
rooms because of limited funds, but just because
we hove a miserly Government in Canberra, there
is no reason that the country students should
suffer. It is up to the State Government to do
something. in my opinion too large a shar.: of
the money for education is spent on schools in
the metropolitan area whilst schools in my elec-
torate, such as those at Northam, York, Beverley,
and Wundowie, are without many simple neces-
s ities.

This demountable building at Beverley has been
set uip right in the middle of the school quad-
rangle. There are no blinds and the sun streams
in. I ask the Minister how he would like to do a
day's work in that building. I am sure he would
nut like it, yet students and teachers are sup-
posed to work there.

This is not an isolated case and I am sure
similar situations exist in the Merredin electorate
and in other wheatbelt areas. I am aware that
it is Education Department policy not to install
air-conditioning in schools below the 26th parallel.

Mir P. V. Jones: That is not right.

Mr McIVER: According to the replies I have
received to my questions, that is the policy.

Mr P. V. Jones: There is a line drawn on the
map, but it is not the line of the 26th parallel.

Mir McIVER: It is time that the line was
extended to the Avon Valley. It is time our
schools received a small allocation of funds.

Mr Barnett: You should not have too much
trouble-they are pretty good at bending lines.

Mr McIVER: I make a personal appeal on
behalf of these people. I can quite understand
that every country school would want air-condi-
tioning if some schools had it. However, it is
not good enough for the children in country
schools to have to sit for days at a time in these
demounuible classrooms when the temperature is
over 40TC.

It is no wonder that the Education Department
has difficulty in finding teachers for country areas
where conditions such as this prevail.

I should not have to come to Parliament to
make a request such as this. The parents and
citizens' association has made many representa-
tions to the Education Department, but we have
come to the conclusion that the department keeps
a rubber stamp there which says, 'There are no
funds avaitable", when it replies to requests such
as this.

The Government must take some positive
action. We have put up with the situation for
far too long. We will receive practically nothing
from this Budget.

Another matter causing concern is the lack of
drinking fountains at the Northam High School.
Again the representative for the area should not
have to stand uip here to make a plea such as this.
We all get thirsty, and over 1 000 students attend
this school so there is a necessity for an adequate
number of fountains. It is the oldest country
high school in the State, and the principal has
virtually had to beg for these extra fountains.
What is the Government going to do about it?
Do members think this is a fair request on my
part? I believe it is. The students, the staff.
and the parents and citizens' association have had
enouigh. I am aware that the area is represented
by the Labor Party in this Chamber, and it will
probably have the same representation for a long
time in the future.
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Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr McIVER: However, that does not mean

that our constituents are not entitled to a piece of
the cake. Government members must be aware
that the parents of the majority of the students
attending the school vote for the National
Country Party or the Liberal Party, so it is
their constituents who are being affected. Muresk
College, a tertiary institution, is receiving millions
of dollars.

Mr P. V. Jones: Who is spending the money
at Muresk?

Mr McIVER: The Government.
Mr P. V. Jones: No we are not.
Mr McIVER: Murcsk comes under the juris-

diction of WAIT.
Mr P. V. Jones: It comes within the juris-

diction of the Commonwealth Government.
Mr McIVER: Surety it is the State Minister

who administers it.
Mr Old: No way.
Mr P. V. Jones: The Commonwealth is pro-

viding the money for Muresk.
Mr McIVER: The Minister should ask the

Commonwealth for a little more money for us.
He should get stuck into the Commonwealth Min-
ister. We have not seen tangible evidence of
the Minister's actions in this regard.

Mr P. V. Jone": You will in a minute.
Mr NMcIVER: The Minister may think this

situation is comical-
Mr P. V. Jones: No I do not; I am trying to

find some information for you.

Mr McI VER: We want an allocation of money
to assist students who attend our schools. The
other night members heard me refer to the fact
that there are three dental complexes for school
children at Albany. I say good luck to them, but
this is a Liberal Party area and the Government
should be fair about it. Northam is a main
regional centre and it is expanding rapidly, despite
the Government's efforts to retard it.

The schools in and around the Avon Valley
most certainly need some finance, and we want
to see positive action from this Government.

So I take this opportunity to raise these matters
on behalf of the staffs, on behalf of the students,
and on behalf of the parents and citizens' associ-
ations of the schools in the Avon Valley. I hope
some action will be forthcoming.

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) [3.30 p.m.!: I would
like to make a few remarks on the Education Es.
tiniates, and to reiterate some comments made

by the member for Gosnells in two areas last
night. The first was in respect of teacher-lib-
rarians as specialist teachers. I trust the com-
ments made by the member for Gosnells were
noted by the Minister and that he will be able
to make some appropriate comment.

To reinforce the comments made by the mem-
ber for Gosnells, I have heard from two schools
in my area that their teacher-librarians are play-
ing a very substantial and constructive role in the
running of the school and its educational pro-
cesses. The departmental attitude-and I under-
stand it must be the attitude of the director-gen-
eral-in respect of making librarians a part-time
or even parenit-oriented resource, will have some
real effect on the effectiveness of teachers in
schools, and also could mean that school re-
sources will not be utilised to their maximum
ability. This is a sore point, not only with the
teachers in the schools, but also collectively
through the Teachers' Union, and we hope it can
be cleared up fairly quickly so that teacher-lib-
rarians may take their place as specialist teachers.

The second point mentioned by the member
for Gosnells-he has raised it on two occasions
now-is the matter of the allocation of certain
funds from last year which still remains unre-
solved. There is no point in my labouring the
matter, but it is very clear that $7.4 million was
available in recurring funds last year for use by
the department, and an amount of $6 million of
Commonwealth funds still has not been clearly
explained.

This matter was raised by the member for
Gosnells last night, as it was last week; and the
Premier in his summation to the debate last
week said that if the Opposition wanted him to
spell out the situation he would do so. As the
Premier is not present now, I assume in his ab-
sence the Minister will make some comments on
this matter. We require further comment and ex-
planation as to why the total of $6 million which
was allocated last year was withdrawn when in
fact approximately 250 teachers are unemployed.

I would like to make brief reference, as others
have done, to some electoral problems. I refer to
the oval at the Orelia school. This is a small play-
ing area which was cleared from bushland~nd
it is completely inadequate for a school of the
size of Orelia. This is a class IA school with
pupil numbers between 600 and 700. The playing
oval is now totally inadequate and although land
is available to enlarge it, the department has
apparently passed the job over to the parents
and citizens' association. I would appreciate the
Minister looking into that matter.
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I would like to offer somse brief words on an-
other matter that worries me a little, We are now
back in one of those areas which worry many
members of Parliament in that we are able at
the moment to discuss education only in financial
terms, using dollars as indices. But again another
year has gone by without the Pariiament itself
having access to material which would allow it to
make assessments in respect of the real role of
education.

I do not know whether the Opposition should
be moving to do this, or whether the Government
should itself be setting up parliamentary commit-
tees to assist the Parliament with its deliberations.
Perhaps the Government is satisfied with the
efforts of the Education Department.

However, there are several areas of education
which are perhaps even more important than
just more finance. These areas are mentioned in
the Press from time to time, yet we as repre-
sentatives of the people do not seem to have
any say in respect of them. I refer firstly to
academic standards; that is, not only literacy and
numeracy, but whether in fact in this technological
age the processes in our schools are assisting stud-
ents to move into society, or whether as some
academics are saying, the academic standards
are falling and this will have a future detrimental
effect on our society. This is a subject which is
more fundamental than class sizes, more funda-
mental than salaries, and more fundamental than
equipment in schools. Yet it is a matter that we
do not debate in Parliament.

I suggest one of the reasons for this is that we
do not obtain material which would allow us to
make decisions on the matter. This is something
which runs across politics; and it would be inter-
esting to members on this side of the Chamber to
obtain the material. Also, it is fundamental to
the expenditure of a national financial resource;
yet we in this Parliament do not have an oppor-
tunity or do not get sufficient material to make
a worth-while contribution to assist the efforts of
both the department and the Government.

Secondly, in exactly the same vein, what used
to be called discipline and is now sometimes
called social interrelations-that is, trying to bal-
ance the freedoms and liberties of students as in-
dividuals against that of the group collectively-
is a real worry to teachers, parents, and I sug-
gest, many students. Yet again this is a matter
which this Parliament does not consider. I am
not sure how we could consider it, but we are
providing the wherewithal for the system to grind
on for another t2 months presumably in the hope
that in the meantime someone will be able to

make assessments; -and we as the representatives
of the people are not involving ourselves in the
process.

The third point is one which has been debated
for some time, but never really in the parliament-
ary system. I refer to the multi-use of schools
and school buildings. Presently this matter is the
responsibility of school principals and as long as
it remains their responsibility they will have certain
doubts because with the responsibility goes the
blame.

Mr P. V. Jones: That has been changed.

Mr TAYLOR: I appreciate that, but I would
say that the change has not yet gone far enough
to enable the principal to feel that he is able
to make a clear judgment without his decision
being likely to be reflected in what may happen
to this school in respect of the cutting up of
grounds, the disruption of playing areas, and the
deterioration of equipment.

In any case, this is a matter which I am can-
vassing broadly and I am not sure whether it is
the type of logic that might not be debated in the
Parliament, not by way of a censure motion with
each side putting the other down, but by way
of reasoned debate to enable a real assessment
to be made so that the Parliament of the people
knows where it is going.

The fourth point on this subject is parent-com-
munity involvement with the school, and school
interaction with the community. Again this is
a point which is coming to the forefront in the
mind of the public. Certainly it is with us
indirectly in respect of pre-school centres which
are now coming under the control of the Educa-
tion Department. Some of these are physically
sited on the primary school property and in fact
are part of the school. Again it seems to me-
that we as a Parliament are leaving the decisions
on how parent involvement could take the place
to civil servants. It is not a matter which we
debate in the Parliament.

We can talk-as I have-about a new oval or
about the rating of a teacher-librarian; and other
members have spoken of air-conditioning, weeds.
etc.-although Government members have made
no comments at all as yet-but over a 12-month
period some assessment should be made, and it
the Parliament does not do it I wonder who should.

I know that the Opposition can move at any
time with regard to these matters, bitt we do not
have the resources which the department has;
and in a sense I do not think it is fair with
respect to these matters, which are very sensitive
to the community, that civil servants should be
required ultimately to make the decisions and
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make them work. One could remind the Com-
mittee that in this area of education we are very
fortunate in having such a very good Teachers!
Union. The Teacher's Union is a ve-ry balanced
organisation which has kept itself out of politics.
I am not happy about that in one direction but
I would be very unhappy if the union went in
the other direction.

The union has considerable expertise and it
cannot be gainsaid that the teachers are dedicated.
It has an excetlent committee system and the
members of the committees are very competent.
It also has a financial resource Which, to its
credit, it uses to pay full-time researchers. Basic-
ally it looks to the objectives of its own members.
These objectives in the main, other than the
direct one of salaries, are often the objectives of
the community at large or are certainly very
close to them. It would seem there is good
reason why the Parliament should try to comple-
ment the expertise within the department and
the Teachers' Union by giving some sort of lead.

The community is certainly concerned in these
four areas; they are growing areas of debate not
only in the community but also in the political
parties on both sides.

Although there are others, I repeat the four
points I made. Firstly, academic standards: there
is no doubt that there has been a change in
emphasis to the good during the last few years.
but there is a time for reassessment and a place
for establishing provisions to make that reassess-
ment. Secondly, interrelationships in the schools
or discipline: I am not making any point other
than I think it is a jolly good thing that we have
got rid of the cane. At the same time it may be
time for some new assessments.

Thirdly, multi-use of school buildings: the Min-
ister has mentioned that this is already under
way. It is perhaps ironical in the context of the
speech I am giving at the moment that this was
done without Parliament's involvement, other than
in the voting of dollars. Finally, parent involve-
ment: this again has been a subject of debate in
all the major political parties and is something in
which the Parliament, as the representative of
the people, is not actually having a voice. I will
niot say it is not interested because individuals
at the electorate level are interested, but cer-
tainly in this place we are giving no leads to the
community.

There is no point in labouring these matters
further. I chink the most important point, with
respect to the Budget, is the answers which the
Minister will give to the lead from the member
for Gosnells with regard to the funds which were
,allocated but apparently not spent in the last

financial year. Other points are less important,
but if the Minister can comment as to how the
Parliament might be able to become involved in
some of the matters which concern the com-
munity, other than by way of dollars and cents,
I would appreciate the lead and I think the Oppo-
sition would also appreciate the lead.

MR WILSON (Dianella) [3.43 p.m.j: I should
like to make a few comments in relation to the
disadvantaged schools programme. I know that
the disadvantaged schools programme is funded
through the Schools Commission but the funds
are allocated now and supervised by State com-
mittees, and inasmuch as they are allocated and
funded through-

Mr P. V. Jones: You know that the disadvant-
aged schools programme does not appear in the
Budget at all? That is a Commonwealth Schools
Commission item. We are talking about the Edu-
cation Department's financial arrangements as a
whole.

Mr WILSON: There is an item of "Disadvant-
aged Schools".

Mr P. V. Jones: So you are talking about the
item?

Mr Pearce: The item "Disadvantaged Schools"
comes within the general debate and he can make
general comments.

Mr P. V. Jones: The question is whether it
is competent to deal with this when dealing with
the part.

Sitting suspended fronm 3.45 to 4.04 p.m.

Mr WILSON: I would like to make some com-
ments on the disadvantaged schools programme.
I understand the Minister's point that it has
general applications as well as those that relate
to the particular item. I want to relate my com-
ments to a particular situation in which the ad-
ministration of the programme is being affected
by Public Service staff ceilings.

In a way it is a bit mean to complain when
a particular school has been classified as a disad-
vantaged school and is receiving special grants.
One should be grateful that particular schools
are getting that kind of assistance and it is good
to see that the assistance outlined in the Estimates
has been considerably increased from previous
years.

I think also it is useful to say for the benefit
of those who sometimes want to insist that there-
is a degree of waste in education spending chat
there is very little opportunity for waste in the
way in which these programmes are carried out.
Not only are they strictly supervised in terms of
the initial granting procedures and in terms of
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the ongoing way in which the programme is
carried out, but also they are subject to strict
accountability. This is so in terms of the forms
that'bh'ave to be completed and the accountability

Nrequired, and there seems little possibility of waste
occurring in these programmes.

In the case of the grant that has been made to
the Balga Senior High School, certain problems
have resulted. The school itself set up a com-
mittee, as was required, and undertook a very
detailed survey of the school's needs in order to
get the original' allocation. As a result of the
allocation being made and as is normal a com-
mittee was set up of which I am a member and
that committee is responsible for the ongoing
supervision and day-to-day running of the pro-
gramme.

The original terms of the submission included
the employment of particular ancillary staff,
including social workers, guidance officers, extra
school nurses, and various others. 'Unfortunately,
problems arose when the Proposal was taken
further and it was required the committee make
more detailed submissions. What happened was
that because of the present Public Service staff
ceilings it was found that the submission request-
ing an additional sociat work provision was re-
jected.

I suppose a case could be made for that, lint
it seems to me, once an allocation has been made
on the grounds of a carefully prepared submission,
that then to deny a particular staffing arrangement
on the grounds of staff ceilings is to make those
ceilings a bit of a sacred cow. These appointments
in most cases are not permanent. They are ap-
pointments made for fairly short periods which
vary from a month, a year, or perhaps for the
three-year Period in which it might be proposed
the programme will continue.

This is placing a rather unreal difficulty in the
path of those trying to implement these
programmes. These submissions for ancillary
staff are made after carefully considering the
need for such staff to make these programmes
operate effectively, and if that staff allocation
is denied, the whole programme could be seen
to be at risk. In fact, if one sets up a snecial
programme to deal with special needs at a school,
it is very likely that the programme itself would
uncover greater needs in the course of its opera-
tion and in fact more staff rather than fewer staff
are likely to be necessary.

The way in _which the staff ceiling situation is
being used to reject submissions on the basis of
ancillary staff for disadvantaged programmes is
likely to make these programmes less effective
than they might otherwise have been. Because

of the bearing this factor has, it is one which is
likely to make these programmes less effective
and it is, in a sense, wasting a marvellous oppor-
tunity in situations where it has been agreed real
disadvantage exists.

Therefore, I would request the Minister to
comment on why it is not possible for the staff
ceilings situation to be looked at with more
sympathy in relation to the way in which these
programmes can be fully and effectively imple-
mented.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin-Minister for
Education) [4.11 p.m.]: I thank those members
who have commented on the part and may I just
quickly, in view of the hour, pursue one or two
of the points which have been made.

So far as the question of teachers is concerned
the primary staffing formula, as the member
for Cosnells would be aware, has a considerable
amount of work to be done on it in relation to
primary restructuring. The staffing formula is
still under discussion. The delegation from the
Teachers' Union discussed the matter with the
director general and myself some three weeks ago.
They subsequently discussed the formula and the
application of it.

It is not quite stating the case to say there
is not a certain degree of flexibility within the
staffing formula, because there is a small amount
of flexibility, particularly where there are numbers
which are directly above or just below the cut-off
line, bearing in mind' there must be a cut-off line.

1 take the point which has been made that
there is not much sense in having a staffing-
formula if it does not allow the programmes which
have been brought into schools in special teaching
areas to be carried out, particularly in relation
to library aides. Library aides are additional staff.
The Budget allows for a considerable increase in
the number of staff who perform specialist teach-
ing functions. The primary area is receiving a
further 60 library aides, apart from the extra
teachers in the library service area.

I would like to comment generally on teaching.
I am referring to comments made by the member
for Cockburn. I have said before and I repeat,
the Education Department is not an employment
agency and it is not in the business of providing
jobs for teachers. It is in the business of provid-
ing an education for the children of this State.
We are not in the position of providing jobs
simply because there are unemployed teachers.
We have two criterion covering the employment
of teachers. One is the need for those teachers
to meet expanding demand, to comply with our
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commitment continually to reduce class sizes. The
other aspect is, we will employ teachers to the
limit of our financial ability.

The position in -relation to forward planning
is very well known to us. At the present time
we are a little concerned that there will not be
sufficient applicants for places at teacher training
institutions next year. One of the reasons this
doubt exists is the fear which has been generated
that those who enter teacher training institutions
might not be able to get a job. I do not wish
to dwell on that, because comments have been
made elsewhere and I do not wish to delay the
Chamber by mentioning it again, However, this
attitude is not improving the situation.

As the member for Gosnells has rightly
indicated, those who enter teacher training
colleges in 1978 will not be available to teach
until 1981. 1 can only repeat the present situation
and there is no reason for us to dwell on why
it exists. 1I should not deter anyone from taking
up a teaching career at the present time.

The member for Avon referred to the relation-
ship between metropolitan and rural spending.
Of course, he is quite right, but it also reflects
the fact that the metropolitan area has been the
area of greatest growth and requires far more
capital expenditure than does the non-metropolitan
area. However, there has been a considerable
transfusion of funds into the non-metropolitan
area; but as the member is not present I have no
intention of advising the rest 'of the Chamber
how much we are spending in Northam.

The member for Cockburn referred to the com-
munity use of schools. I mentioned the policy
regarding the changes of principals. I was refer-
ring to the fact that a policy paper has been
completed, at least in draft form, and is now
being considered. It will provide for the manage-
ment of school facilities to be used for COM-
munity purposes.

Mr Taylor: Are you introducing legislation to
that effect?

P. V. JONES: No; it is purely a regulation
within the department. It is a departmental
policy matter.

Mr Taylor: So we will not be able to debate
it.

Mr P. V. JONES: Members may debate it.
The public will have access to it. Members may
discuss it here; but it is not a piece of legislation.

Mr Taylor: The position will be discussed
within the department.

Mr P. V. JONES: It has been discussed with
community groups and with local authorities.
Some members from the City of Stirling were in
my office the other day. We discussed this very
point: the interaction between the community and
the use of school buildings. I am simply refer-
ring to the comment which the member made in
regard to the power of the principal. Up till
the present lime one principal has had one idea
and he has acted on that. When another
principal comes into the school he may say, "You
cannot usV "the school buildings." We are
encouraging the use of school buildings on a
management committee basis, so that changes
in principals will not mean that one automatically
has to start from scratch again.

The question regarding the role of the Teachers'
Union was mentioned by the member for Cock-
burn. I think we could all agree there is a very
responsible role to be played by representatives
of the teaching profession and certainly the
Teachers' Union has discharged that role in vary-
ing degrees for a long time. The whole teaching
system would be poorer if there was not a
responsible attitude on the part of teacher groups.
It should in fact work two ways. There should
be a line of communication up to those who
determine the policies and there should also be a
line of communication back to the teacher
groups.

In that regard, I would like to indicate the
point I have made directly to the union and
that is this: the uniohi does not administer the
Education Department and at times it might be
tempted to criticise departmental or ministerial
decisions because they are not in agreement
with union policy. I have made it clear to the
Teachers' Union that it will always have the
opportunity to put forward its point of view.
I am aware of a couple of occasions in the past
five or six months when the Teachers' Union has
felt that decisions have been made or actions
have been commenced before it had a chance
adequately to present its view.

Mr Pearce: That is very true; not just in your
lime, but previously.

Mr P. V. JONES: I can only speak for the
time I have held the portfolio. The Teachers'
Union has felt it has not had adequate time to
present its views. I have had to remind the
union that we do not intend to wait while the
Teachers' Union formulates a policy.

I want to give a clear example. The bulk of
the membership of the Teachers' Union decided
at its last annual conference that there ought
to be promotion by merit in the secondary divi-
sion. This is something we welcome very much.
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Now that that has been determined we are mov-
ing quite quickly to try to introduce some way by
which it can be implemented. After the con-
ference I wrote to the union asking it to let me
or the department know quickly its views on the
matter. I received a reply yesterday or the day
before saying that the union will form a sub-
committee and will let me know in due course
what its policy will be. I will have to reply, but
I hope the union does not have the idea that
we will wait until it has determined its policy
to which we will be invited to respond. I would
like to work with it. That is what I mean by
co-operation.

Mr Pearce;, Hang on. I am not trying to
score points off you and this probably deals more
with your department rather than with you or
your predecessor. Over the last couple of years
a system has developed under which the depart-
ment works out its policy and the union works
out its policy. Then they get together when
they have worked out their different policies and
there is a good deal of confrontation.

Mr P. V. JONES: We must decide who is
running the State-the Education Department or
the union.

Mr Pearce: I am trying to be helpful. Years
before that-in some cases I was critical of the
system-the two groups, at working party level.
developed policies together and in the end every-
one agreed in advance and there was no argu-
ment subsequently, but that does not happen
now.

Mr P. V. JONES: I agree with such working
parties in order that there is a co-operative input
right at the basic decision-making level because
I think there is a role for the union to play.

Mr Pearce: 1 was on the union departmental
working party for two years during which we met
twice, but previously there were more meetings.

Mr P. V. JONES: That largely reflects the fact
thai the union needs to remember who makes the
final decision and when it is made all should obey
it, whatever it is. I would be looking to the
union to obey it, but it has not always been the
case.

However we are talking about the Budget, and
not necessarily departmental and union co-opera.
lionl.

The member for Dianella referred to the dis-
advantaged schools programme. I am aware of
the problems regarding its implementation and
there is an increase in the additional staff, put
on as a result of the Budget, amongst the
specialist teachers, psychologists, and various
others who assist in this area. However I would

remind the honourable member of one point:
Two separate aspects are involved. Too often
approaches are made to the commission, whether
they be for innovation programmes, grants, or dis-
advanitaged schools, which bypass and flow direct,
without due recognition of whether they cart be
used if the programme is approved. When dealing
with specialist staff it is always better to check
whether we have the staff and, if not, whether
we can get the staff. This is not always done.
Because of the considerable merit and value from
the disadvantaged schools programme 'we are
crying to see what can be done in that area.

The last point I wish to cover deals with the
evergreen regarding funding. I have no intention
whatever of assisting to continue the argument
regarding same $6 million-odd of capital works
funds. That has been shown to be applied for
works not yet completed by the end of the
financial period involved. I have no need to dwell
on it.

Regarding the $7 million of State revenue funds.
this was made public in the first week of July
when the figures for the previous financial year
were revealed. It has also been made public
on at least two occasions by me, and one by
the Premier last week, indicating how those
funds have been generated. For the sake of the
record I will again say that $4 million was saved
-bcaring in mind that nearly $2 million was
allocated in the previous- financial year for
salaries and wages-from the estimate of wage
increases which would accrue during the 12-month
period. It was an overestimate of $4 million.

Mr Taylor: And that went back into general
revenue.

Mr Pearce: Where did it go?

Mr P. V. JONES: I will come to that later.
I was asked where it came from and the word
" underspent" was used. I was asked why the
money had not been spent. It was simply
because an allocation was made. The member
for Cockburn would be well aware of budgetary
procedure. An estimate is made of increments
for the year.

Mr Taylor: Treasurers attempt to get that
amount of money in.

Mr P. V. JONES: The other saving of some
$3 million was because of resignations within the
education Department and the fact that the
additional staff which were taken on were not
appointed immediately and, more significantly.
because the new appointees were on a loweu
salary scale than were those who resigned. That
is where the money came from.
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May I draw attention to the fact that the total
amount budgeted this financial year for education
is a considerable commitment-the greatest ever
made.

Vote: Education, $294 926 00--
Itemn No. 1, Salaries, Wages and Allowances,

$230 712 000-
Mr PEARCE: I dislike arguing the subject of

education purely on a money level. Although I
agree that education is not just a question of
dollars and cents, what is done with the money is
important. Members will see that something like
$10 million of the amount voted for education
salaries in the previous year was not spent, or,
to put it in a way-

Mr P. V. Jones: It was not needed.
Mr PEARCE: Hang on.
Mr O'Neil: That money is not allocated. There

is a drawing power on the Treasury for that
amount of money.

Mr PEARCE: The Education Department,
which did not draw the full amount, has missed
out on $10 million.

Mr O'Neil: It has not. It has chosen not to
draw it.

Mr PEARCE: I am aware of what the Minister
is saying. Certain estimates were made about
what could be done and how much would be
needed. Those estimates were not accurate to
the tune of $10 million. The point I am making
is to suppose that a massive blunder is made
involving $200 million when only $100 million is
needed. If there was an underspending in all
areas there would he a huge surplus which could
be put to other purposes.

Mr O*Neil: But if you made an estimate ol
underspending to that extent you would also make
a bad estimate on revenue.

Mr PEARCE: That could be true. The point
I make is that it is possible always to vote cer-
tamn sums and then, underspend. In other words
the books could be neatly cooked in terms of
voting estimates. I point out that if we compare
vote with vote rather than with the actual expendi-
ture, the increase is only t4 per cent. The
Government could allocate a vote of $250 million
and call it an increase of a certain percentage,
but Linderspend by the same amount.

Mr O'Neil: Have you not heard of the Auditor-
General and public exposure?

Mr PEARCE: He does not seem to be con-
cerned about this $10 million.

Mr P. V. Jones: Of course not, we have not
got it.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister suggested to us
that the Education Department is not an employ-
ment agency for teachers. Of course, it is almost
the only employer of teachers.

Mr O'Neil: It is an employer, not an agency.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister then went on to
say-which I thought was a reflection on myself-
those people who talked about .unemployed
teachers could cause a reduction in those entering
teacher training. This could lead to a danger of
a teacher deficiency in two or three years' time.
I raised that point last night; that in fact there
would be a danger of a teacher deficiency in two
or three years' time.

I do nit take any responsibility for that. The
responsibility rests with the people who have let
this teacher unemployment situation develop
Everyone in Western Australia realises that a
large number of teachers are now unemployed.
The unemployed teachers know it, the relatives
and families of those teachers know it, and 1
received a large number of phone calls earlier
this year asking me to do something.

Mr P. V. Jones: Who caused the unemploy-
ment of teachers?

Mr PEARCE: I believe it was caused by a lack
of co-ordination between the Education Depart-
ment and the tertiary institutions.

Mr P. V. Jones: They are totally uncontrolled
by the Education Department, as the member
well knows. The enrolment of teachers has
nothing to do with the Education Department.

Mr PEARCE: I accept the Minister's point
that the Education Department does not directly
control the tertiary institutions. There is a board
of institutions involved in teacher training. I
have been there myself on behalf of the Teachers'
Union. The result of that approach to the
board was that teacher training college students
went into the high schools for an eight-week
training period, for which the supervising teachers
were not paid. Surely it is not beyond the area
of the education authborities to get together repre-
sentatives of training institutions to ensure that as
far as possible there was not a surplus of students
;n the institutions.

Mr P. V. Jones: We have not done that.

Mr PEARCE: That is the point. The end
result may be that there will not be enough
teachers to do the jobs done previously. An
unsatisfactory situation has been allowed to de-
velop. Trhis Government should have taken
some action three years ago. so that the situa-
tion Wotuld not have been as bad as it is. What
creates a bad impression amongst students in
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regard to employment prospects is not what
we say; it is the fact that a large number of
teachers are out of work. Those people involved
in teacher training should do somesbing to over-
come the situation.

I feel the Government has not done;lsufficient'
by using the 'money which has been available for
education, in order to take up the area of teacher
employment. With regard to buildings, I wilt
bring up capital funds yet again when speaking
to the Loan Estimates.

Mr MacKinnon: Is the member saying the
Government should guarantee jobs for all
teachers?

Mr PEARCE. No, I have never said that.
I have said the Government should Rot be under-
spending its allocation of funds when teachers
are unemployed. With an excess of $10 million
for salaries and wages, it should be possible to
reassess the needs of the Education Department.

The Minister seems to think there are absolute
needs. It so happens that in 1977-78 the assess-
ment for the primary division is 6280. How-
ever, if classs were made smaller next year,
which the Minister claims will be the case, there
would be a greater need for teachers. it is pos-
sible to accelerate the decrease in class sizes by
employing extra teachers.

Mr P. V. Jones: The Budget speech sets out
how much more will be done next year.

Mr PEARCE: If the Minister had been pre-
sent when I spoke earlier, he would know I went
through the mathematics of that proposal 'and
T pointed out that if for a start the allocation
for specialist teachers was taken out of the prim-
ary division extra teachers, the end result would
be that the average class size would be kept at
the same level, and there would be no great
diminution., No-one: has disputed my argument
as yet- The best time to get class sizes down
is when there is a surplus of teachers available.

The Minister may recall that the drive to Let
class sizes down began during the time of the
Tonkin Government. One of the arguments
against a more rapid cutback in class sizes was
the fact that teachers were not available. It
did not matter how much money was made avail-
able. There were even programmes to import
teachers from overseas. The class sizes got to
a certain level only because the teachers were
not available. Now we have extra teachers
but not enough money.

The Government staked its reputation on find-
ing jobs for the unemployed. We saw advertise-
ments to the effect that t1O0000 jobs would be-
come available. However, here is a sum of

$10 million floating around which has not been
spent, while teachers are still unemployed. It is
within the ability of the Government to provide
another 230 jobs.

The Minister responsible for education has
said it ~is not the place of the Government to
provide jobs: it is not an employment agency.
The Government ought to make up its mind.
Either it has the responsibility of providing jobs
or it has not. If it is not responsible, it ough~t
to say so, and discontinue the advertisements
similar to those we saw prior to Ih& last eI6ttion.

I have waxed more eloquently than usual over
this matter about which I feel so. strongly, Mr
Chairman, and I apologise for beating your ear-
drums at this length.

Vote put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again

at a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr
O'Neil (Deputy Premier).

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

APPROPRIATION DILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) (No. 2)

In Commitee

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Clarko) in the Chair: Mr O'Neil (Deputy Pre-
mier) in charge of the Bill.

Padt 10: Minister for [ndustrial Development
and Mines--

Votes: Indus5trial Development, $3 727 000;
Mines, $10 678 000-put and passed.

Fart 11: Minister for Local Government and
Town Planning-

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (5.20 p.m.J: The
first point I raise is about public participation in
town planning matters. I realise this is a very
difficult concept to get off the ground and I know
valiant efforts have been made by the Town Plan-
ning Department to encourage public comment.
Indeed this was started when I was the Minister.

One of the difficulties is that often many people
who might not have a direct interest just want to
get in on the fringes and this can cause a lot of
excess work without any real benefits being
received. Very often some of the "anti" groups
adopt the same procedure. They feel that if they
can stick their noses in to some degree they will
be aware if anything comes up in which they
have a real interest.
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I believe there is a- real need to bring in the
public more and get their comments on town
planning; quite an amount of work was done
by Mr Frank Hairvey who offered to keep various
groups up to date on the Government's thinking
in this area. This gave the people a chance to
express themselves and to get some feedback
to the Town Planning Board before a decision
was announced.

Making a decision on town planning matters is
difficult in that as soon as the Government says
something is going to occur there will un-
doubtedly be a group which opposes the move.
Therefore, initial liaison with the public is helpful
in gauging their feelings and there is a feedback
to the Town Planning Board which can then
adjust its thinking and consider any reasonable
suggestions put forward by the public.

I would like the Minister to inform me whether
the Government is pursuing such a policy and, if
so, what success has been achieved. I have a
great sympathy for the Minister on this point
because initially such a programme is hard to get
off the ground. To my knowledge it was four
years ago that the programme was commenced.

My second concern is that the Perth City
Council plan has not yet been made available
for perusal. Unfortunately-if that is the right
word-I have a large area of the Perth City
Council as part of my electorate and I am con-
slantly receiving complaints from people who have
been promised a town plan for some eight or
nine years. The town plan was commenced when
my predecessor, the Hon. H. E. Graham, was
the Minister and I realise it is one that is very
complex, requiring a great deal of consideration.

I had hoped it would be possible to deal with
the plan in sections rather than in toto; however,
this idea did~not have the approbation of the
professional people involved.

V,
The Minister informed me in August that he

thouglit the plan would be available in a month
and then later he thought it might be available
o ,n ttie 146f October. That date has come and

gnbut the plan is still not out. It is of some
concern because people are wanting to have
rezoning in their area. People who have submitted
reasonable requests for rezoning have been told
by the Perth City Council that it does nol want
to do anything now as the overall plan has not
been completed. It seems it will be at least 12
months before any plan becomes permanent.
Some of these requests have been swinging for
a couple of years and the Minister ke s itin only the most exetinl i %usac~s' doc,,,

aMinister interfer if \local authoh I \ "No'

to a request. There is a section of the Act that
gives him the right to intervene but he would do
so only itt the most exceptional circumstances.

Many requests for rezoning concern areas that
will obviously be rezoned. However, the Perth
City Council does not want to give its approval
at this time. The council wants the plan to be
signed, sealed and delivered before it gives any
approval for rezoning.

I know of one devolopment of 20 townhouse
units that is waiting for the necessary rezoning
and it is London to a brick on that the area
will indeed be rezoned for townhouse units.
However,' the council will not give approval a!
this stage. This is holding up the construction
and it means jobs for the unemployed are not
being made available. Here again I know the
matter is being discussed between the Minister's
office and the Perth City Council; the council
is required to make certain recommendations or
come, to certain agreements before the matter can
be made public. I would be grateful if the
Minister could hurry the matter up because the
people involved are becoming agitated.

The last item concerns a development which
was proposed for the Wexcombe area which I had
to refuse when I was Minister. It was a large
shopping centre complex and housing develop-
ment, including a fairly substantial area of housing
for the aged.

Mr Rushton: Whose development was it?

Mr DAVIES: I think Mr Morrie Hamer, who
was previously chairman of the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority, was involved.

Mr Ruishton: Was this the Stratton Estate?

Mr DAVIES: At the time Mr Hamer was
assisting to promote the development but I refused
it because of an inquiry going on in regard to
shopping centres. It may be that it has been
up for consideration on several occasions.

Mr Rushton: Is this related to the Shire of
Swan?

Mr DAVIES: Yes.
Mr Nanovich: At the corner of Farrell and

Toodyay Roads?

Mr DAVIES: That might be right. All I can
really recall of the proposal is that there was
to be a Substantial donation \of hou ing for the
aged. So, they are the three matte r. would
)ike the Minist er\,4o comment on.

\\RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for Local
Government) [5.28 p.m.]: I appreciate the conm-

ments of the Member for Victoria Park. As he
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would be aware there are provisions in statutory
procedures for public participation. I encourage
this in the sense that people will have the
opportunity to make comment and as the member
would know we have made the opportun-
ity available for people tn make submis-
sions and enter objections. This allows for a
greater coverage of views and allows people to
say whether or not they support a development.

We have increased public Participation in the
four corridor studies; that is, each special regional
centre has had public input considered in the Over-
all preparation of plans. In the planning of the
eastern corridor at least two public meetings have
been held and the public comment has been
available to the consultants who have prepared
plans which will finally come to Parliament as
amendments to the scheme.

That is one quite strong method of public
participation. The member alluded to the pre-
paration of pamphlets relating to different pro-

cesses such as cycle ways. These have been put
to the public so, generally speak ing, there has
been a continuance of the public participation
objective. As a result of the experience I have
gained since I have been a Minister,
I strongly support the statutory processes
being carried out so that people can relate to the
planning process and decisions should be made
in that way.

The Perth city plan has received my final
approval and I anticipated it had been gazetted
last Friday. If it was not gazetted last Friday,
it should be gazetted tomorrow. It should be on
exhibition at the offices of the Perth City Council
some time this week.

When I took over this portfolio, I made it my
objective to have the Perth city plan put before
the public. Three lord mayors had previously
made it their objective, but they had not achieved
it. Together with the present lord mayor I have
worked to this end and we have achieved our
objective. The period of submission for the West
Perth Scheme has closed and the matter is now
before the City Council for consideration. I do
not think it will be long before the Perth City
Council will put their recommendations before
me.

The member referred to the difficulties people
encounter in regard to zoning. I hope that the
City Council will very shortly proceed with the
matter of zoning in order to relieve the disad-
vantages people are experiencing through the
long delays in receiving their development
approvals.

The member mentioned the development at
Wexcombe and the Stratton Estate at the corner
of Farrell and Toodyay Roads. It was in the
course of being rejected when the honourable
member was the Minister. As far as I am con-
cerned the matter did not go to the court. It
was not proceeded with at the Court level. It
was only in the last few days that, on appeal, as
a result of receiving a modified proposition from
the Shire of Swan, I approved 20 000 feet of
gross retail shopping area and an applicable1
development for servicing the passing traffic
travelling into the hinterland. This is the situa-
tion at the present time. I thank the member
for his comments.

Mr SKIDMORE: I would like to ask the
Minister when we will be able to secure a copy
of the Burrell and Taylor report on the eastern
corridor.

Mr Rushton: I would think within about four
or five weeks.

Votes: Local Government, $916 000; Town
Planning, 52098 000-put and passed.

Part 12: Minister for Health and Community
W~el fare-

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [5.35 p.m.]: I
have received the message quite clearly from
members opposite that they want to complete
the debate'on the Estimates tonight. Therefore
I will be very brief.

Mr O'Neil: Thank you for your co-operation.

Mr DAVIES: I want to raise only two matters.
I ask members to have a look at Hantsard of
the 25th November, 1976, where a speech on
exactly the Same matter is recorded. It refers
to the Dr Moeller treatment for arteriosclerosis,
more particularly to the use of inira-arterial
injection of oxygen in the treatment of peripheral
vascular disease. That appears on page 4591 of
last year's Hansard.

This intriguing instrument which has been in
this State since 1974 has yet to be used here. It
was bought at the instigation of the IHon. J. T.
Tonkin on information that had been made avail-
able to us. I do not think I need to go over the
whole history again. The instrument went through
a series of tests, a series of calibrations, and
then it had to go to the Human Rights Committee
of the University. Alter all [hat, nothing hap-
pened about it. In the course of the speech I
have referred to, I pointed out that the instru-
menit had been accepted for treatment in Canada
and there was a medical benefit available from
it.

2490



(Thursday, 20th October, 19771 29

According to a reply which the Public Health
Commissioner received-I did not receive it-
from Dr Gordon A. Clark, of London, Canada,
under certain conditions there was a clear indica-
tion the machine was of some use. Despite the
fact that there arc people in Western Australia
hoping to be treated with this instrument, at this
time last year we were told it had gone back
to the specialist who was dealing with it and
it was hoped it would be in use before long.

As yet, I do not think it has been used. It
is not a cure for the complaint; but in many cases
it certainly provides considerable relief. We were
worried at the time that people were travelling
to Kassel in Germany in order to obtain the
treatment from Dr Moeller. They were staying
there for quite a long period of time when the
treatment could just as easily have been given to
them in Western Australia.

I think it is a matter of great concern that this
has been forgotten by everybody except myself,
because I have brought the subject up repeatedly.
I think we even moved a motion on the subject
at one time and asked that the Government
activate itself on the matter.

We have accepted all the excuses that the doctors
have given us. There seems to be a reluctance on
the part of doctors to use the treatment despite the
information which is widely available at the
present time. I believe it is used in one Sydney
hospital. When we have this rather convincing
evidence-[ will not call it overwhelming evidence
-that the procedure is likely to be a very helpful
one, and the type of complaint which it relieves
is a very painful one which in many cases limits
the mobility of the person afflicted, it is a great
shame that the Government has not done some-
thing about it.

I am being very kind. I am not criticising
the Government. I am saying to it, "How about
having a look at the situation again." This time
last year the Minister acting on behalf of the
Minister in another place said he was at a com-
plete loss to be able to answer me, because he
was only acting for a Minister in another place.
Now he is in the hot seat. We cannot accept
that answer. Could the Minister have a look at
the situation and see what can be done.

Another matter concerns me and it has fre-
quently been in the news, that is, the treatment
known as acupuncture. As I said, there has been
a considerable amount of publicity in the Press
and it is quite obvious from talking to people
that it is possible to obtain a great deal of relief
from using this Science-I think one could call
it a science.

Recently I had lunch in the parliamentary
dining room with a Chinese doctor from Singa-
pore who was visiting Perth. He was a fairly
young fellow who had spent six years in Peking
training to be a doctor. He worked from 7.30
in the morning until 6.30 at night with three-
quarters of an hour for lunch. His classes lasted
for 363 days of the year and he worked seven
days a week.

Mr O'Neil: They must have a fairly good union
system in Peking.

Mr DAVIES: He and his fellow students have
two holidays a year. Half of the training was
devoted to western style medicine and the other
half was devoted to eastern style medicine, par-
ticularly acupuncture. He was of the opinion
that there should be a blending of the two dif-
ferent types of medicine. He believed that under
certain conditions there were deficiencies with
acupuncture in the same way as there were
deficiencies with western medicine, depending on
the way in which it is used. We had a fairly
long discussion and that was the tenor of the
conversation. He wrote and spoke English very
well and so it was quite easy to get along with
him.

I then did some research into what happened
to the National Health and Medical Research
Council report on acupuncture. Several years
ago the council sent a team overseas. The team
comprised Professor J. G. McLeod, Professor of
Medicine, University of Sydney; Dr M. ]1. S.
Sainsbury, Director of the New South Wale4
Institute of Psychiatry, and Professor D. Joseph,
Professor of Anaesthetics, University of Sydney.
The report is good for the layman to read.

I do not know whether it is in this report or
whether my Chinese doctor acquaintance told me
that there were 1 148 acupuncture points and it
is necessary to know which one relates to what.

The report is very easy to read and would
convince anyone that under certain conditions
some benefit is to be derived from acupuncture.
The conclusions are not as far-reaching as I
would have hoped, but they indicate that it can
be used in the alleviation of pain, in particular
headaches, sciatica, joint pains, post-operative
pain, treatment of narcotic and alcohol withdrawal
States, treatment of deafness, and dental and ob-
stetric pain, and analgesia.

The report suggests that acupuncture should be
practised only by medical and dental practitioners.
It suggests a nonmedical practitioner would need
six years' training with a master acupuncturist be-
fore being proficient in the profession.
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The report does point out some of the defici-
encies involved. It states that if a person has
something drastically wrong it is doubtful whether
acupuncture will cure it. The report suggests
that a team should visit Australia from China
to talk to our various medical centres; and this is
what I say the Government might interest itself
in to try to sponsor through the Medical School
some person to Western Australia.

I am not putting in a plug for my acquaintance.
However, someone should come to our medical
centres to tell the profession what is happening
in regard to acupuncture. I do know that some
doctors have gone to the Orient and spent some
three or four weeks with acupuncturists over there
and have learned enough to practise here. That
might be all right because they will have already
learned a particular skill and the acupuncture
points relating to those skills. The NHMRC states
that a qualified medical practitioner could pick up
enough information in three weeks to be of bene-
fit to his patients.

I have spoken to people-including a member
of another place-who have seen operations being
performed under acupuncture. The patients are
perfectly conscious and are able to converse with
the surgeons during the operations.

Acupuncture has a history going back to 1000
BC until 1949 AD when Chairman Mao stated
that western ways should be made to work for the
Chinese, and there was a much stronger blending
of Chinese and western medicine. If anyone is
interested he can read the report.

One of the main reasons for my raising the
subj t' tvoday is to emphasise that at the moment
-any person can establish himself as an acupunc-
turist anSL-there is no control whatever over him.

'Ob viosly this could be dangerous to the public
because of the conditions under which they may
work. Again charlatans may take advantage of
the opportunity and may "take' the public, and
not provide any great benefit at all. The benefit
gained might be more psychosomatic.

The Government must consider registering these
people even if it is only in a formal way so that
the Government knows who they are, where they
are, and where they practise. They can make
mistakes, as can doctors, although of course it
has been said that doctors bury their mistakes.
The fact remains that doctors are no less likely
to make mistakes than are acupuncturists.

-Some control must be exercised over these
people. As an aside I should indicate that no
control is exercised over certain food stores and
herbalists. If these people are prosecuted it is

on some obscure application of a medical prac-
tice by the Medical Board. Before it is too
late the Government should interest itself in
registering acupuncturists, and formalising their
registration without setting up another huge
board which will cost a great deal of money.

Secondly, perhaps it might be able to convince
the Medical School that it should interest itself
in getting properly trained acupuncturists to
lecture because if as the NHMRC report states
they are proficient in some respects and only
three weeks' training is required by a trained
medical practitioner, we might be able to give
a lead to Australia.

I could enter into a long debate on hospital
costs and the like, but the Minister will be
delighted to know I do not intend to do so.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [5.46 p.m.] I wish
to speak briefly about the Donnybrook Hospital.
The situation is serious and I have had it in train
for the last three years. I wrote to the Minister
about the matter on the 22nd April, this year,
regarding a plan which was to cost in the region
of $300 000. Kowever the plan was scrapped and
I have been corresponding with the Minister, as
he will know, for the Donnybrook Shire.

I have asked several questions, including one
without notice on Tuesday, but the answer is al-
ways the same; that is, that the matter is cur-
rently being pursued. This is not good enough.

I am making a plea on behalf of the Donny-
brook people who phoned me again to ask me to
find out something definite this week. I think
the Minister would agree that the people in Don-
nybrook-particularly the doctors and those asso-
ciated with medicine there-have been tolerant.
The Minister knows of the deplorable conditions
at the hospital, although that is not the word
to describe them.

I appeal to the Minister to get on with the
job. The doctors and staff at the hospital have
been putting up with shocking inconvenience and
conditions, as have the patients, and some positive
action must be taken.

All I have received from the department and
the Minister is a stereotype answer, and the
same answer has been given in Parliament. This
is not good enough.

I want to co-operate because of the lateness
of the hour; so I will content myself by again
asking the Minister to do something about the
hospital. I am continually receiving correspond-
ence from the local authority, asking me as the
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representative for the district, to have some
positive action taken. I ask the Minister to
treat the matter as urgent.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) (5.49 p.m.J: I wish
to refer to total body scanners which are ex-
tremely expensive. One should be available in
Western Australia and I ask the Minister whether
he has as yet given approval for the purchase of
one of these scanners for one of our hospitals.

I have been told that if one is purchased it will
be allocated to Royal Perth Hospital, but I do
not believe it should go there. It should be placed
at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital where there is
a head scanner which received a great deal of
publicity about three or four years ago. The head
scanner should be transferred to Royal Perth Hos-
pital where it could be utilised and the body
scanner should be established at the Sir Charles
Oairdner Hospital.

The body scanner is used in the detection of
secondary cancer deposits. The diagnosis and treat-
ment of cancer is oncology, and the vast majority
of that work is carried out at the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. Also, chest lesions and chest
cancer are treated there. The majority of the work
related to gastro-enterology is curried out at the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. Those -are the
areas where the total body scanner would be
better utilised, and would be of greatest value.
I believe that if a new body scanner is purchased
it should be situated at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital.

The second point with regard to this matter
is that two private radiologists have already leased
or purchased body scanners which range in price
up to $ 1200 000. 1 know that one body scanner
has been purchased or leased, and I understand
another one is on order. I must point out that
the whole of the city of New York, which has
a population possibly equal to that of the whole
of Australia, has four body scanners. Already
in Perth we are earmarked for three body scan-
ners. I believe there will be over-utilisation by
these machines, or over-investigation of the popul-
ace of Western Australia.

I understand the cost for a body scan is about
$262, and 1 believe the Commonwealth Govern-
ment contributes something like $240 or $250
towards that cost. I believe that any machines
purchased or leased should be approved by the
Commonwealth Government before the Com-
monwealth benefit is paid. There must be strin-
gent controls for the simple reason this is one
of those areas where things can go wrong very
quickly.

I would like to know whether the Government
has yet approved of the purchase of a body
scanner, and if the Government has approved
would the Minister kindly have another look
at the matter to see whether or not it would
be better located at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital rather than at the Royal Perth Hospi-
tal. The third point I raised was whether or
not there was a need for three body scanners
in Perth.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for Health)
15.54 p.m.]: I thank the three members for their
comments. The member for Victoria Park re-
ferred to the Moeller machine. I am aware of
the fact that he has taken a great deal of in-
terest in this unit over a considerable time. Un-
fortunately, my knowledge of the machine is no
greater now than it was previously when I re-
presented the Minister for Health who was in
the Legislative Council.

As a result of the comments of the member
for Victoria Park, I assure him I will make
appropriate inquiries within the department to
find out the current situation. I will see that
he receives an up-to-date report on precisely
what is to happen.

Acupuncture has received considerable pub-
licity in the Press recently- A person allegedly
punctured somebody's lungs. The member for
Victoria Park indicated that it is possible for
a person, whether or not he is a medical prac-
titioner, to go to Singapore or some similar place
and acquire a degree, or a similar document, to
certify he is an acupuncturist. That can all be
done in a matter of a couple of weeks. As the
member correctly said, a person who takes that
course can come buck to Western Australia,
hang up a shingle, and practise acupuncture
without any control over him.

This matter was discussed at the last confer-
ence of Health Ministers held in Hobart. As a
result of that discussion each State is to put
forward proposals at the next conference, and
I am sure those proposals will result in legisla-
tion being brought down-possibly uniform legis-
lation with the co-operation of the Common-
wealth Government-to provide for registration
of not just acupuncturists, but any person who
practises skin puncturing. That would include
tattooists.

Mr Davies: When is the next conference due
to be held?

Mr RIDGE: I believe it is to be held next
March. Also, I will undertake to investigate the
matter of having a team of professional and
expert acupuncturists visit Western Australia.
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possibly could be done
Commonwealth because
a team were to visit
would be considerable
visit other parts of this
discuss the matter with
who know much more

In connection with the concern felt by the mem-
ber for Collie over the Donnybrook Hospital,
Isay I do feel for him. I have not seen the

hospital but I hope I will get there some time
after the House rises. I also feel for the staff;
I understand they are working under extreme
conditions. On the other hand, as the member
for Victoria Park would be aware-having been
the Minister for Health-no Minister receives
sufficient funds to implement all those things he
considers necessary in the health field, or in other
fields. Certain priorities are established.

it appears there have been difficulties associated
with the Donnybrook Hospital, but my depart-
ment assures me the matter is now being consid-
ered on an urgent basis because they understand
the problems. I assure the member it is something
which does cause myself and the department some
concern.

The member for Subiaco referred to the possible
purchase of a body scanner by one of the teaching
hospitals. It is correct that the Royal Perth
Hospital has made approaches in connection with
the possible acquisition of a body scanner. At
this stage no firm decision has been reached as to
whether a unit will be purchased. Certainly, no
decision has been taken as to whether or not
it would be located, in fact, in the Royal Perth
Hospital. As the member said, the cost of such
a unit is in the order of $750 000.

I am aware that there is already one body
scanner in Perth. I did not know that another
was on order, and if that is correct then the
purchase of one for a teaching hospital would
perhaps give us an oversupply.

I would like to refer the comments made by
the member for Subiaco to an investigation by
an expert committee within the department. We
have the State Health Services Executive, and I
am sure that committee would be capable of
determining what should be done in connection
with this matter. The comments of the member
for Subiaco regarding the housing of the machine
in the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital will be con-
sidered, as will his comments in relation to the
transfer of the head scanner from Sir Charles

Gairdner
Hospital.
meats.

Hospital back to the Royal Perth
I again thank members for their corn-

This is something which
in conjunction with the
quite obviously if such
Western Australia there
value in having the team
country as well. I will
my departmental people
about it.

Voles: Medical, $248 077 000; Public Health.
$32 969 000; Mental Health Services, $40 126 000;
Community Welfare, $30 323 000-put and passed.

Part 13: Minister for Transport-

MR WAIT (Albany) [5.59 p.m.]: I rise to
speak briefly on a matter which concerns me.
During the second reading debate I spoke at
length about my concern for the provision of
Harbour and Light Department inspectors in south
coastal areas. Just last night there was a docu-
mentary on television which illustrated that the
situation is completely out of control in the rivers
and coastal waters around the metropolitan area.

In my view, this is largely brought about by
understaffing. I respect the difficult situation the
Government is faced with in trying to maintain
staff ceilings, but here we are dealing with a
matter of safety and people's lives. I happened
to see the television programme last night and it
reinforced my view that it is only a question of
time before some serious accidents occur. This
view was expressed by representatives of the
skiing and yachting interests. We need more
inspectors not only in the country but also in the
metropolitan area, because the present staff are
not sufficient to do the job that needs to be done.
I ask the Minister representing the Minister for
Transport to make an urgent appeal on my behalf
to ensure this is taken into consideration.

Mr O*Connor: Your point is noted.

Vote: Harbour and Light Department,
$5 289 000-put and passed.

Part 14: Minister for Lands and Forests-

MR T. Ht. JONES (Collie) [6.02 p.m.]: A
matter exercising the minds of many farmers in
Western Australia is the quarantine regulations
which are in operation at the present lime. Be-
cause of these regulations many wild pigs, emus,
and kangaroos are damaging farming properties,
particuilarly in the Preston Valley area. I have
received numerous complaints.

Before these areas were closed people used to
go in and hunt the animals, but since the qua-
rantine regulations have been in force no hunting
activity has taken place and the animals are
finding their way onto the farms. They are inter-
fering with the crops in the Lowden area. I ask
the Government to give this matter urgent atten-
tion.
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Votes: Lands and Surveys, $11 431 000; flush
Fines Board, $658 000; Forests, $12 253 O00-put
and passed.

Part 15; Minister for Water Supplies~

Vote: Country Water Supplies, Sewerage,
Drainage and Irrigation, $39 856 000-pet and
passed.

Part 16: Minister for Mines-

Vote- State Batteries, $1 627 000-put and
passed.

Part 17: Minister for Transport-

Vole: Railways, $145 550 000-put and passed.
Schedules A to D put and passed.
Clauses I to 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the

report adopted,

State Trading Concern Estimates. In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Clarko) in

the Chair; Mr O'Neil (Deputy Premier) in charge
of the Bill.

Vote: State Engineering Works, $5 368001--
put and passed.

Report
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the

third reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr O'Neil

(Deputy Premier), and transmitted to the Council.

House adjourned at 6.08 p.m.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COAL
Liquefaction

1037. Mr HERZFELD. to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) What is the current price per barrel of-
(a) imported crude;
(b) Australian crude oil?

(2) Could he indicate the estimated equi-
valent cost for fuel produced by liquefac-
tion of coal?

(3) Could he indicate the estimated capital
investment required to supply the State's
current liquid fuel requirements, were
they to be supplied by liquefaction of
coal?

(4) What are the State's known coal reserves
suitable for the liquefaction process?

(5) How many years! supply of the States
current liquid fuel requirements would
these reserves be equivalent to?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) (a) The calculated cost of Arabian

light 34 degree API crude oil at
Kwinana delivered in LRI tankers
is approximately $12.35 per barrel.

(b) Australian crude oil pricing was
altered by the August 1977 Federal
Budget. The current estimated
average cost of Australian crude oil
is $6.40 per barrel,

(2) The cost of liquid fuel produced from
coal is estimated to be three to four
times that of oil depending on coal cost
and the process used.

(3) The estimated capital requirements vary
from $t 600 to $2 300 million depending
on the process selected and the products
required. It should be added however,
that the coat reserves presently available
in the State are not large enough for
such an application having regard for
the requirement for conventional use.

(4) The Collie coal economically extractable
reserves of 3S5 million tonnes are tech-
nically suitable for conversion to liquid
fuels.

(5) These reserves would be equivalent to
30 years supply of the current liquid
fuel requirements. However, coal
requirements for power generation and
industry must also be considered and
the practical situation is that it is un-
likely that surplus coal could be made
available for liquefaction.

POWER STATIONS
-Cost and Methods of Generation

1038. Mr HERZFELD, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

Within the limits of present technology
would he estimate for comparison pur-
Poses-
(a) the capital cost per kilowatt

capacity;
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(b) the total cost per kilowatt hour at
generating stations of the following
methods of central power generation:

(i) oil fired:

(ii) coal fired;

(iii) nuclear fuel;

(iv) tidal power;

(v) wind power;

(vi)

(vii)

thermal conversion
power;

of solar

photo-voltaic conversion of
solar energy?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

The cost of electricity generating plant
is greatly affected by size and location
of the plant, the interest charges on
capital funds and the continually chang-
ing prices for fuel and labour. Very
approximate typical comparative costs
are as follows:

(a) Capital cost per kilowatt capacity:

(i) Oil fired--3250-300/KW;

(iv)

Coal ired-$400-500/KW;

Nuclear-S800-t 0001KW;

Tidal-Est. 36001KW peak
output. Including pumped
storage to give continuous out-
put. $I 600/1KW.

(v) Wind-Es. $1 000/KW peak
output. Including pumped
storage to give contin't~ out-
put. $2 8001KW;

(vi) Solar thermal-Est. $1 200/
KW peak output. Including
pumped storage to give con-
tinuous output, $3 300/KW;

(vii) Solar vollaic-Est. $15 000/
KW peak output. Including
pumped storage to give con-
tinuous output. $38 0001KW.

(b) Sent out cost per KWh depends
greatly on the hours of operation
per year. For near continuous
operation, indicative costs would be
as follows:

(i) Oil fired-2.-30c/KWh;

(ii) Coal fired-1.8-2.5c/ KWh;

(iii) Nuclear-2.5-3.5c/KWh;

(iv) Tidal including energy storage
approx. 4.Sc/KWh;

(v) Wind including energy storage
-approx. 8cIKWh;

(vi) Solar thermal including energy
storage-approx. I Oc/KWh;

NOii Solar voltaic-approx. lO0c/
KWh.

Considering the Western Australian
position, these costs are highly theoretical
and cannot be achieved in practice. For
example tidal power would only be
possible if twice the present consumption
of power in the State was required in the
Kimberleys.

1039. This question was postponed.

PAROLE BOARD
Recommnendations

1040. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister represent-
ing the Attorney-General:

Further to question 974 of 1977:
During each of the last five years, how
many recommendations have been
made by the Parole Board to the Min-
ister pursuant to subsection 34 (2)
(ba) (i) and (ii) of the Offenders
Probation and Parole Act, and how
many of each of these have not been
adopted?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

Recommended
Adopted

1973 1974 1975 1976 1977

-5 4 5 2

-5 3 3 2

1041 to 1043. These quest ions ,,'ere postponed.

SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS
Teachers

1056. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(I tWhat is the estimated number of teach-
ing staff members who will be appointed
to the following schools in 1978:
(a) John Forrest Senior High School;
(b) Morley High School;
(c) Hampton Senior High School;
(d) 1.ockridge High School;
(e) Cambeon primary school;
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(f) Weld Square primary school;
(g) Hampton Park primary school:,
(h) Morley primary school;
(i) Anac Terrace primary school;
(j) Lockridge primary school;
(k) Eden Hill primary school;

(1) Caversham primary school;
(in) Embleton primary school?

(2) How many members of the staff will be
supernumeraries?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) The department is curre~ltly
considering the estimates of school en-
rolments and requests from principals
for the schools in question and it is
therefore not possible to give detailed
staffing estimates at this stage.

SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS

School Councils

1057. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for E-duca-
tion:

(1) Which-

(a) primary schools;

(b) secondary schools,

have established school councils?

(2) Is it the Government's policy to give
legislative support for the establishment
of such councils?

Mr

(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
and (2) Councils have been established
in a number of primary and secondary
schools. The school councils question

is at present, being examined by the
Education Department and the Western
Australian Council of State School
Organizations, and legislation is not con-
templated at this stage.

HEALTH

At Risk Register for Children

1058. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Health:

(1) H-as an at risk register been established
in Western Australia for the inclusion
thereon of the names of children who
are susceptible to special risks?

(2) Has any Australian State established
such a register?.

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) No.

HEALTH

Lead in the Atmosphere

1059. Mr TON KIN, to the Minister for Health:

What are the read ings for lead in the
atmosphere at each of the various testing
places in the Perth metropolitan area
for each of the months of-

(a) 1973;

(b) 1974;,

(c) 1975;

(d) 1976;

(e) hitherto in 1977?

Mr RIDGE replied:

Lead in the Atmosphere is determined only at 57 Mulrray Street. Perth

(all readings in micrograms per cubic metre)

Jan. Feb. Mar. April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

0-4 0-4 1-2 * 0 S 0
0-9 0-1 1-1 0-8 1-8 1-2 1-0 1-2
0-7 0-6 0-5 0-8 0-8 1-3 0-8 1-2
0-3 0-1 0-7 0-3 0-8 1-0 1-0 0-7
0-4 0-5 0-7 1-4 .1-4 1-3 1-2

1-0 0-8 0-4
0-8 0-7 0-5
0-6 0-4 0-7

'During 1973 some difficulties were experienced in the analysis of the lead filters by
Chemical Laboratories.

0.8
0-3
0-7

the Government

(a) 1973 .
(b) 1974 ..
(c) 1975 ..
d) 1976 ..

(e) 1977 ..

(79)
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CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Mercury in Waste Products

1060. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Health;
Which industries in Western Australia
produce mercury in any form as a waste
product?

Mr RIDGE replied: -

None.

BAUXITE MINING
State Forests: Rehabilitation

1061. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Forests:
(1) Is she satisfied with the rehabilitation of

areas mined for bauxite in the Darling
Scarp?

(2) Which species of trees that have been
planted there have been found to be
unsuitable?

(3) Is windthrow still a problem in some
areas?

(4) (a) How old are the oldest trees so
planted; and

(b) what is the height of the most ad-
vanced trees expressed as a per-
centage of their theoretical ultimate
height?

Mr O'Connor (for Mrs CRAIG) replied:
(1) Results to date have been satisfactory.

(2) It is too early for final assessment.
Establishment problems are being ex-
perienced with Eucalyptus microcorys on
some sites.

(3) Yes. In the non-ripped areas.

(4) (a) Ten Years.
(b) This question cannot be answered

as at this stage the ultimate height
on these sites cannot be forecast.

CHILD WELFARE
Latch-key Children

1062. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Comn-
munity Welfare:
(1) H-as the department reviewed its 1973

estimate (as outlined in The West A us-
tralian of 20th September, 1973) that
there are more than 6 500 'latch key'
children between the ages of four and
eleven?

(2) if so. what is the latest estimate?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1 and (2) No. A further study has not

been made.

BIRDS IN ORD RIVER AREA
DDT ior Bodies

1063. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Conservation and the En-
vironment:
(1) Have there been any tests in the past

two years on the level of DDT in the
bodies of birds in the Ord River area?

(2) If so, what results do they show, ex-
pressed as parts per million?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Handicapped Children

1064. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Does the Education Department advo-

cate a policy of integration of handi-
capped children with non-handicapped
children at the pre-primary level?

(2) Does the early childhood branch in-
tend to take over the pre-school centre
run by the Mental Health Services,
known as Elwyn Morey at Dianella?

(3) Is the teacher in charge at Elwyn Morey
a fully qualified pre-school teacher?

(4) How many children attend the six pre-
school centres attached to the special
schools?

(5) What percentage of children go on to
normal school from the pre-schools
attached to the special schools?

(6) Is there any opportunity at all given to
the children attending pre-schools
attached to special schools to mix with
non-handicapped children?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) To the degree that the pre-primary

teacher can accept one or two "special"
children, the Education Department en-
courages the integration of handicapped
pre-primary children with non handi-
capped children.

(2) No.
(3) The teacher in question is employed by

the Mental Deficiency Division of the
Mental Health Services.
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(4) 48 mentally handicapped,
40 physically handicapped,
as at the 23rd September, 1977.

(5) A very small percentage.
(6) Where possible and practical, the child-

ren are encouraged to mix with normal
children.

1065. This question wvas postponed.

RECREATION
Youth Centres and Activities in Kim berley

1066. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Recreation:

What action has been taken to promote
the development of youth centres and
youth activities for Kimberley people
during the first half of 1977?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
A grant from the Community Sporting
Facilities Fund of $ 10 000 was given for
the development of sporting facilities for
the Kununurra Sports Council, and
$2 000 was allocated by the Lotteries
Commission for the purchase of a school
bus for Derby.
A replacement recreation officer was
appointed at the beginning of March,
1977, to the Shire of West Kimberley,
servicing Derby and Fitzroy Crossing.
The duty statement of the officer re-
quired him to be concerned with the
overall provision of aT recreation service
in that shire. The Department of Com-
munity Welfare has given assistance to
out of school activities in Broome, Derby,
Hall's Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Wyndham
and Kununurra.

.ROADS

Derby-Gibb River Road and Duncan Highwayv

1067. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Transport:
(1)

(2)
(3)

Has work been commenced on the
Derby-Oibb River Road and the Dun-
can Highway?
If so, when was that work commenced?
If "No" to (1), when is it expected that
work will be commenced?

(4) How much in funds was spent on-
(a) the Derby-Gilt River Road;
(b) the Duncan Highway,
in the 1976-77 financial year?

(5) How much is proposed to be spent on-
(a) the Derby-Gibb River Road;
(b) the Duncan Highway,
in the 1977-78 financial year?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:,
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) 9th September, 1977, on Derby-

Gibb River Road and the 28th Septem-
ber, 1977 on Duncan Highway.

(4) (a) $304 846;
(b) $572 574.

(5) (a) $293 000:
(b) $847 000.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY
flailts Creek- Wyndhsatn Section

1068. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister represent-
inig the Minister for Transport:
(1) What progress has been achieved in the

sealing of the Halls Creek-Wyndham
section of the national highway?

(2) When is it expected that the sealing will
be completed?

(3) How much in funds was allocated to this
project for the 1976-77 financial year,
and how much will be allocated for the
1977-78 financial year?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The section is "black topped" from

Wyndham to a point 33 km from Halls
Creek.

(2) It is anticipated that the "black top"
will be completed to Halls Creek by
December, 1978.

(3) In 1976-77-$l 287 161.
In 1977-78-$t 560 000.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY
Port fledland-Brootne Section to Goldsworthiy

1069. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has action been taken to seal the fled-

land-Broome section of the national
highway to Goldsworthy?

(2) When is it expected that this section will
be completed?

(3) How much in funds was allocated for
sealing this section of the highway in
the 1976-77 financial year, and how
much will be allocated for the 1977-78
financial year?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes, assuming the member is referring

to the part of the national highway
between Port Hedland and the Golds-
worthy turn-off.

(2) With the exception of the De Grey
River Crossing and approaches involving
a distance of approximately 4 km, the
section from Port Hedland to Golds-
worthy turnoff will be black top by
December 1975.

(3) In the 1976-77 financial year, $2 169 500
was provided for construction including
sealing and bridgework.
In the 1977-78 programme, $2 255 000
has been provided for construction in-
cluding sealing and bridgework.

WATER SUPPLIES
Ord River Irrigation Scheme

1070. Mr JAMIESON, to the Treasurer:
(1) How much in funds has the Government

committed itself to for the pilot sugar
growing scheme for the Ord?

(2) Have investigations been completed for a
pilot sugar export port at Cape Domett
and Mermaid Point?

(3) If so, will he table the results of those
investigations?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) The sugar pilot farm was initiated in

the 1976-77 financial year, during which
5115 150 allocated to the Department
of Agriculture was spent. The money
allocated to the Department of Agri-
culture for this project for the current
financial year is $142 000. The above
figures cover development costs, build-
ings, grading, machinery purchases etc.
This project will run for at least another
three years, but the iotal monetary input
cannot as yet be assessed.

(2) and (3) Port site investigations have
been completed at Cape Domeit and
Mermaid Point. A .full report will not
be available until February, 1978.

PAY-ROLL TAX
High Cost Areas

1071. Mr JAMIESON, to the Treasurer:
What action has been taken by way of
study into the incidence of pay-roll tax
in high cost areas such as the northern
region of the Kimberley?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

The State Government is fully aware of
the impact of pay-roil tax on the oper-
ating costs of business whether in remote
areas or in the metropolitan area. With
this in mind the latest Budget contains
generous provisions for increasing the
basic exemption by 25 per cent from
$48 000 to $60 000 and the minimum
exemption from $24 000 to $27 000. This
will mean total exemption from pay-roll
tax for an additional 980 businesses in
Western Australia and will therefore
have a considerable impact on businesses
in remote, high cost areas.
In addition action has been taken to
increase by 50 per cent from $100 000
to $150 000 the amount of funds avail-
able to the Department of Industrial
Development to provide pay-roll tax
rebates especially to decentralised busi-
nesses meeting certain criteria.

BUDGET
Education Vote

1072. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(I) Can he explain how the estimate for
accrued salaries in Itemn I of the Minis-
ter for Education's vote shows arn esti-
mate for 1976-77 of $154 000 in the
1976-77 Consolidated Revenue Fund
Estimates whilst in 1977-78 the same
item indicates an actual credit of
$5 702 000?

(2) In view of the changed nature of many
of the items uinder the Minister for Edu-
cation's division in the last budget, will
he provide a detailed explanation of how
funds have been transferred so that
meaningful comparisons can be made
between the estimates for 1976-77, com-
pared with the expenditures for the same
period?

Mr

(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
The accrued salaries figures for financial
years can vary dramatically depending
upon the fall of pay dates. 1976-77 was
unusual having 27 pay periods, the first
falling on the 1st July, 1976 and the last
on the 30th June, 1977.

(2) The actual expenditure incurred on the
new range of items for 1976-77 has been
shown in the printed estimates for 1977-
78.
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The new range gives greater detail than
previously, and if closely examined,
shows that the major items in the previ-
ous budget still exist in the 1977-78
estimates but in a different order.

POWER STATION
Wyndleamn

1073. Mr JAMIESON, to-the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Has an additional 1.4 megawatt generat-

ing unit been installed at Wyndham
power station?

(2) If so, when was it installed and how
much did it cost?

(3) If not, when is it proposed to install the
extra unit?

(4) Has an allocation been made this fin-
ancial year for the purchase and instal-
lation of the unit?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2)

(3)
(4)

Not applicable.
By May 1978.
No. However, funds for this project
would be made available by the Shire
of Wyndham-East Kimberley and they
will in due course be requested to raise
the necessary loan.

POWER STATION
Fitzroy Crossing

1074. Mr JAM IESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Has an additional 300 kW unit been in-

stalled at Fitzroy Crossing power station?
(2) If so, how much did it cost?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

POWER STATION
Broomie

1075. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Have funds been made available this

financial year for extensions to the
Broome power station?

(2) If so, how much has been made avail-
able?

(3) When are the extensions likely to be
completed?

Mr MEN SAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 5200 000 by the Broome Shire Council.
(3) By July 1978.

1076. This question was postponed.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS
Federal and State Expenditure

1077. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Why was actual expenditure on school

buildings for 1976-77 (item 14 in the
1977-7 B General Loan Fund Estimates)
less than the 1976-77 estimates for $6.4
million?

(2) Why was actual expenditure through
Federal specific purpose loan funds for
1976-77 for school buildings only $8.77 1
million when the estimate for the same
period was $ 13.050 million?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) The large building programmea

could not be finalized within the 12-
month period, with the result that works
scheduled for 1976-77 continued into
1977-78.

HOUSING
Broomne's One Mile Reserve

1078. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for linus-
irns:

What progress has been achieved
provision of a housing project
Broomne's One Mile Reserve?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

in
at

Work commenced in May, 1977 to pro-
vide one transportable house, and one
ablution block at the Broome One Mile
Reserve; the ablution block is nearing
completion, and the transportable house
has been positioned on site. This pro-
ject has been funded by the Department
for Community Welfare, for which the
commission is acting as construction
agent only.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Kinmberley Homves

1079. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

Are all homes on reserves in the Kim-
berley now provided with 240 volt
power?
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
Those reserves which are supplied with
electric power from the commission's
operated electricity undertakings are all
supplied at 250 volts and/or 440/250
volts. In some cases, the customer uses
a 250/ 32 volt step down transformer to
supply a number of houses on the
reserve at 32 volts.

1080.
inj

HOUSING
Fitzroy Crossing

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Hous-

(1) What progress has been achieved on con-
struction of a new village at Fitzroy
Crossing comprising 53 houses?

(2) How much has been allocated in this
financial year for construction of hous-
ing at the village?

(3) How much was provided in the 1976-77
financial year?

(4) How many houses does the State Hlous-
ing Commission or the Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority expect to
build for urban Aborigines in the Kim-
berley region in the 1977-78 financial
year?

(5) How much in funds has been allocated
under the 1977-78 General Loan Fund
Estimates for-
(a) State Government sources:
(b) Federal Government sources;
for expenditure on Aboriginal housing?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Work commenced at the Fitzroy Cross-

ing Village in February, 1976 and since
that time all the necessary services, i.e.
water, electricity, sewerage and site
works, have been completed.
The number of houses required is now
50 and of these 20 have been completed
and occupied, and 14 are under con-
struction; the anticipated date of com-
pletion for the village is December, 1978.

(2) $591 000.
(3) $992000.

(4) The Housing Commission's 1977-78
programme provides for 2 single detached
dwellings at Derby and 3 single detached
dtvellings at IKununurra. To my know-
ledge, the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs has no separate urban housing
programme for the Kimberley region.

(5) (a) $650 000.

(b) $3.250 million provided directly by
the Commonwealth Government under
its Aboriginal housing programme.

PORT
Broome Harbour

l081. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Works:

When is it proposed to extend the berth
190 metres southward in Broome
harbour?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The extension of the berth 190 metres
southward has been deferred for the
present, and has not been included in
the current three year capital works pro-
gramme.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER SUPPLIES
Broome and Derby

1082. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

When is it proposed to install fluorida-
tion plants for Broome and Derby town
water supplies?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:.
Commissioning of the fluoridation plants
for Broome and Derby town water sup-
plies is programmed for the end of
November, 1977.

EFFLUENT DISPOSAL

Wvyndhayn

1083. Mr JTAMIESON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

How much has been allocated in the
1977-78 financial year in General Loan
Funds for effluent disposal at Wyndham?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No provision has been made in the
General Loan Funds in the 1977-78 fin-
ancial year for any extension to the
effluent disposal scheme at Wyndhiam,
which was completed in 1975-76. The
hospital was connected to the scheme last
year.
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TEACHER EDUCATION
Discrepancy between Vote and Expenditure

1084. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Why was there such a large discrepancy
between the vote for Item 36 in the last
Budget relating to teacher education,
and the expenditure on that item?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
After the framing of the 1976-77 Budget
the Government decided not to grant
scholarships to first year students.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
finderspending

1085. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Can he explain why the Education De-
partment underspent its 1976-77 alloca-
tion of Consolidated Revenue Funds by
$7.35 million?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Indexation wage increases and incre-
ments cost $4 million less than expected.
and the differences in salaries between
teachers who left the department and
their replacements totalled above $3
million.

LAND AGENTS ACT
Amnendments

1086. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Chief Secretary:
Will any amendments to the Land
Agents Act be introduced into Parlia-
ment during this session?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
A Bill to amend the Land Agents Act
is in the course of being drafted but it
is not yet known if it will be introduced
this session.

ROAD TRANSPORT
Frozen Goods for Railways

1087. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Who was the successful tenderer for the

transport of frozen goods on behalf of
West ra il?

(2) Who are the directors or the registered
owners of the said company?

(3) What type and make of vehicles are to
be used in the transport of these goods?

(4) Are any areas of the State still being
serviced by Westrail transport?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
Tenders were not called for the trans-
port of frozen goods and not on behalf
of Westrail.
The Commissioner of Transport has
arranged for a number of transport
operators presently holding commercial
goods licences authorising the carriage
of frozen foods to country centres to
provide public services to those centres
to which Westrail previously carried
frozen goods and other additional
centres not previously catered for
by Westrail.

(2) Transport operators referred to above
are-

O.D. Transport Pty. Ltd., 223 Collier
Road, Bayswater:

E. M. Innes Pty. Ltd., Lot 97 Power
Street, West Swan;

Abderite Nominees, c/o J. B. AuhI,
Nugent Street, Wongan Hills;

H. J. Sands and Co., 45 Forrest Road,
Northam;

Bellway Ply. Ltd., 54 Belgravia Street,
Belmont;

B. Giles, Yalgoo;
C. and G. Postal Transport, 209 Col-

lier Road, Bayswater.
The names of individual directors are
not known.

(3) With the exception of HI. J. Sands and
Co., who will provide a service for chil-
ler goods only, all vehicles to be used
have been passed by the health authori-
ties as capable of carrying perishable
foodstuffs at a temperature of minus
15 degrees Celsius.
Vehicles to be used comprise four and
six wheel rigid or semi-trailer types of
various makes.

(4) As from the 3 1st October, 1977, not for
transport of frozen goods.

TRADES AND LABOR COUNCIL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Government Grants

1088. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) Has the Government decided whether

to continue the grants to the Education
Department of the Trades and Labor
Council?
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(2) If so, what is the decision?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) Provision has been made in the

CRF expenditure estimates for the De-
partment of Labour and Industry this
financial year for payment of an educa-
tional grant to the Trades and Labor
Council for trade training.
The Commonwealth Government set up
a committee to inquire into trade union
training in April, 1977, and this com-
mittee recently made its report. When
the effect upon Commonwealth policy in
regard to trade union training is known,
a review to current policy at the State
level will be considered.

SCHOOL
Hampton

1089. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) H-ow many students are attending the

Hampton primary school now?

(2) How many is it estimated will attend the
school at the beginning of 1978?

Mr
(1)
(2)

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) 637.
(2) 742.

IMMIGRATION
Cost-benefit Study

1092. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Immi-
gration:
(1) Has he perused the cost-benefit study of

immigration to Australia commissioned
by the Australian Government and
undertaken by Professor J. I. Wilson?

(2) Will he arrange for a copy to be tabled?
(3) Is fie concerned at the allegations made

by Mr MacKellar, the national Minister
for Immigration, that the report is of
very low quality?

(4) Is it his policy to investigate the cost-
benefit aspect of immigration so that the
whole programme may be put into econ-
omic perspective?

(5) Is there satisfactory definitive knowledge
on these aspects of the programme?

Mr
(D

P. V. JONES replied:
705.
752.

SCHOO0L
Eden Hill

1090. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) I-ow many students are attending the

Eden Hill primary school now?
(2) How many is it estimated will attend the

school at the beginning of 1978?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) 380.
(2) 385.

SCHOOL
Lockrige

1091. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Educa-
lion:
(1) How many students are attending the

Lockridge primary school now?
(2) How many is it estimated will attend

the school at the beginning of 1978?

GRAYDEN replied:
and (2) 1 have not seen a copy of Pro-
fessor J. R. Wilson's report. The report
is not being circulated publicly nor is it
to be tabled in the Federal Parliament.
I am advised that a copy will be placed
in the Federal Parliamentary Library.

(3) 1 would accept Mr MacKellar's judg-
ment on the value of the report.

(4) and (5) The overall policy on immigra-
tion is currently under consideration by
the Commonwealth and State Ministers
for Immigration.

INTEREST RATES
Federal -State Governmnt Discussions

1093. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:
(I) Has the question of interest rates been

discussed recently with the Australian
Government?

(2) If so, where and when?
(3) What was the outcome?
(4) What is his Government's policy towards

interest rates?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) By correspondence between members of
the Australian Loan Council prior to
the chairman's announcement on Friday
evening of the new conversion loan and
the new rates for Australian Savings
Bands and semi-governmental borrow-
ings.

(3) The announcement of reduced interest
rates on the categories of borrowing
mentioned in (2) ranging from 0.1 per
cent on short term borrowings to 0.3
per cent on long term borrowings.

(4) The Government supports a progressive
reduction in interest rates.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Emnergency Committees Jar Community

Youth Support

1094. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour

and Industry:
(1) How many emergency unemployment

committees for community youth sup-
port are at present operating in the
State, and what are their locations and
composition?

(2) How many such committees were oper-
ating at the peak of this activity?

(3) Which committees have been discon-
Stinued?

(4) What is the reason for their discontinu-
ance?

(5) Has there been a lessening in the funds
available from the Australian Govern-
ment and to what extent?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Fifteen projects are at present operating

in Western Australia. These are located
at-

Albany, Sunbury, Geraldton, Man-
duraft, Merredin, Manjimup, City of
Stirling (Balga, Maylands, Karrin-
yup), Belmont, Midland, YMCA
Perth, Girrawheen/Koondoola, East
Victoria Park, Kwinana, Fremantle,
Claremont.

Information relating to the composition
of the committees is not readily avail-
able. However, they are generally com-
posed of community leaders and repre-
sentatives (such as ministers 'of religion)
and/or shime council representatives.
The Hon. Lyla Elliott, M.L.C., for ex-
ample, is the Chairperson of the Swan
Youth Support Centre at Midland.

(2) The scheme has not .yet reached its peak.
A further five projects have recently
been approved and should commence
soon.

(3) Two projects have been finalised.
(4) Completion of the objectives of the

schemes.
(5) Funds are readily available for com-

munity youth support schemes.
Source: Verbal advice from the Depart-
merit of Employment and Industrial
Relations.

1095. Thils question was postponed.

AUSTRALIAN PROJECTS
Majority Australian Ownership

1096. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:
As we are just over two years away from
1980, will he make a statement to the
Parliament outlining the detail of any
specific advances made by his Govern-
ment since 1974 in his avowed goal of
achieving majority Australian ownership
in all major Australian projects by 1980?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

In 1974 we undertook to ".-.negotiate

for majority Australian ownership, either
in the short-term or the long-term,
wherever Australians are willing or able
to contribute the funds".
These efforts have been hampered by
the prolonged world-wide recession
which has affected the rate of develop-
ment of major new projects, as well as
the cash reserves available to Austra-
lian companies to increase their level
of investment in new projects.
Nevertheless ir is significant that in this
time-frame we have seen a major in-
crease in the Australian ownership of
the North West Shelf project as a result
of the purchase by BHP of Burmah Oil's
share in the project. This means that
Australian interests now own 49 per cent
of this massive project, the largest ever
to be undertaken in Australia's history.
BHP has also taken a major interest in
the Lake McLeod salt project which has
increased Australian ownership from
zero to 76 per cent.
It is important in considering this issue
that the expansions which have taken
place in existing projects with significant
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Australian ownership are not forgotten.
Mt. Newman Mining with 60 per cent
Australian ownership is a case in point.
as is Alcoa with its refinery expansions,
and Western Mining Corporation with
its various interests.

SMALL BUSINESSMEN
Govewrnmzent Assistance

1097. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier;
What are the details of the expansion of
his Government's assistance to small busi-
nessmen since he promised it in 1974?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

In January, 1976, this Government set
up the Small Business Advisory Service
as part of its promised assistance to
small businesses. Since that date there
have been in excess of 2 000 inquiries
which have been effectively dealt with.
Statistics based on these inquiries have
been analysed and it has been found
that less than 10 per cent of these in-
quiries concerned the need for financial
assistance. The Government is now con-
centrating on the problems that make up
the more important balance (90 per
cent) of causes that are troubling the
small businessmen. Through the offices
of the Small Business Advisory Service
it provides in the short term profes-
sional advice and guidance on business
problems and wherever necessary also
provides a referral through this service
to other appropriate avenues of advice.
It is considered that this advice and
guidance wilt be able to solve part of the
need for more knowledge and expertise
in particular management areas.
The Small Business Advisory Service
works closely with the Technical Educa-
tion Division and other educational
bodies in formulating and getting educa-
tional courses to the small businessmen.
It is expected that this approach will in
the long term provide the necessary
education of small businessmen and
therefore reduce the incidence of busi-
ness problems. It is Government policy
for both advice of a personal nature
and the educational courses to be made
available not only to those businesses
in the metropolitan area but also to
those in rural and remote areas.

Currently there is a programme of coun-
selling visits to country areas and during
these visits small businessmen are ad-
vised on courses of action to overcome
business problems and the local tech-
nical education division offices are in-
formed of the programme of short
courses for small businessmen and
shown how they can operate within these
country areas.
In summary, the Government considers
that the need for knowledge and expert-
ise is more important at this stage than
the provision of financial assistance and
is concentrating its efforts in this direc-
tion.

INSURANCE BROKERS
Legislation

1098. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

(I) What legislative provision is there for the
supervision of insurance brokers?

(2) What representations have been made to
the Australian Government in respect of
this matter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) No legislative provisions exist.

(2) Successive Commonwealth Governments
have been committed to the introduction
of legislation but have not proceeded as
yet. It is understood that the Common-
wealth Treasury is currently enquiring
into the matter.

H EA LTH
Pharmacies

1099. Mr TON KIN, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he concerned at the need for the

rationalisation of pharmacies?

(2) (a) Are there too many pharmacies in
Western Australia: and

(b) what effect is this having upon
prices?

(3) (a) What is the number of pharmacies
in Western Australia:

(b) what is the ratio to the total popu-
lation; and

(c) what is the optimum ratio?

(4) (a) What assistance is at present given
to pharmacies in isolated commu-
nities; and

2506



[Thursday, 20th October, 19771 20

(b) is there any monitoring to determine
the effect of this support upon prices
to people living in remote areas?

(5) By what factors in general are prices per
pharmaceutical goods in remote areas of
the State greater than those common in
the Perth metropolitan area?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No, but the subject is under discussion

between the Pharmacy Guild of Aus-
tralia and the Commonwealth.

(2) (a) There is an uneven distribution
which changes from time to time.
Occasionally an area has been
known to be oversupplied, but this
tends to rectify itself by the law of
supply and demand;

(b) competition is holding prices at a
very reasonable level.

(3) (a) Approximately 400;
(b) 1:2 700;
(c) in built-up areas, one pharmacy to

4 000 people is considered satisfac-
tory.

(4) (a) Disadvantaged pharmacies in iso-
lated areas may qualify for a Com-
monwealth grant of up to $2 500
per annum wo enable them to re-
main in business;

(b) no details are known but this would
be a matter for the Commonwealth.

(5) Freight costs.

HEALTH
Lethal Dose Testing

1100. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Health:
What legislative control is there in the
State over lethal dose (50 per cent)
testing?

Mr RIDGE replied:
The classifications given to pesticides and
poisons under the Poisons Act take into
account all available information, includ-
ing lethal dose (50 per cent). Such in-
formation is available in the literature
and is not sought within the State.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Fiesta

1l01. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(I) Has there been any testing as to the

efficacy - of the so-called germicidal
"Fiesta"?

(2) If so, what are the results?
(3) What action is he going to take in the

matter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yet.
(2) Tests carried out by the Australian Con-

sumers Association and published in
November, 1975, failed to substantiate
claims made in "Fiesta" advertising and
on packages. The Commissioner for Con-
sumer Affairs wrote to the manufacturer
and the Trade Practices Commission in
January, 1976. Subsequently, the Trade
Practices Commission had tests con-
ducted by an independent laboratory
registered by the National Association of
Testing Authorities. These test results
conflicted with those of the Australian
Consumers Association and in general
supported the claims made by the manu-
facturer in revised advertising.

(3) None. The Trade Practices Commission
has accepted the current wording, i.
"kills most germs in the wash".

INTER-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Advisory Council

1102. Mr TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) When was the advisory council for inter-

government relations established?
(2) Who is on the council?
(3) What is its function?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:
(1) The Advisory Council for Inter-Govern-

ment Relations was established by Act
No. 106 of 1976 of the Commonwealth
Parliament which received Royal Assent
on 26th October, 1?76.

(2) The Act provides for the council to con-
sist of 22 members, They are as fol-
lows:-

Representing the C6mmonwealth:
The Hon. W. C. Fife, M.P.
Mr 1. B. C. Wilson, M.P.
Senator B. F. IKilgariff.
The Hon. E. G. Whitlam, Q.C.,

M.P.
The Hon. T. Uren, M.P.

Representing the States;
The Mon. W. A. Haig ~, M.L.A.

(NSW).
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The Hon. A. J. Hunt, M.L.C.
(Vic.).

The Hon. D. W. Simmons, M.H.A.
(SA).

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf, M.L.C.
(WA).

The Hon. Kathleen Venn, M.L.C.
(TMs.).

The Queensland Government has
declined to nominate a State Gov-
ernment representative.

Representing Local Government:
Aid. A. G. Percival (NSW).
Councillor W. Thwaites (Vie.).
Councillor F. A. Rogers (Qld.).
Rt. Hon. 1. J. Roche (SA.),
Councillor A. Strickland (WA).
Warden ft. L. Britton (Tat.).

Representing the Community:
Mrs P. Bernard (NSW).
The Hon. P. Howson (Vie.).
Mr H. E. Peterson (Qid.).
Mr H. S. Lodge (WA).
Professor Russell Mathews (ACT).

(3) The council is established with the object
of improving inter-government co-opera-
lion and, for the purpose of achieving
That object, the council shall, subject to
and in accordance with directions given
at a Premiers' Conference, inquire into
and keep under consideration and review
matters relating to inter-government
co-operation and, in particular, ways and
means for improving inter-government
co-operation and shall make recommen-
dations to the Government of the Com-
monwealth, the Governments of the
States and the Council of Local Govern-
ment Associations with respect to those
matters.

TRADE UNIONS
Exemption'

Mr TONKCIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) Which trade unionst have applied for

exemption from section 36 NB (1) (d>
of the Industrial Arbitration Act pursuant
to section 36 NA (2)?

(2) Will he table the decision given by Com-
missioner Johnson on the application of
the committee of management of the
Cleaners and Caretakers Union to be
given extmaption from section 36 NA (2)
of the Industrial Arbitration Act?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) The WA Cleaners, Caretakers, Lift

Attendants, Window Cleaners, Attend-
ants and Watchmens' Industrial Union
of Workers (Perth);
The United Furniture Trades Industrial
Union of Workers (WA);
The United Timber Yards, Sawmills and
Woodworkers Employees Union of WA;
The Royal Australian Nursing Federa-
tion (WA Branch), Industrial Union of
Workers, Penth.

(2) The information is tabled as requested.

The document was tabled (see paper No.
328).

TECHNICAL SCHOOL
Kwinona

1104. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:

With respect to the proposed Kwinana
Technical School-
(I When will work commence on the

planning of the school?
(2) Who wilt be awarded the contract

to undertake both the study men-
tioned in a recent press release, and
the physical planning?

(3) What guidelines are to be set with
respect to the study?

(4) Is consideration being given to allo-
cating funds in the 1978-79 Budge,
for the commencement of construc-
tion?

Mr P. V. JONES replied;
(1) to (4) A technical school in the

south-west corridor will be built
under a design and construct
method announced on the 15th
October, 1977. The project is under
the joint supervision of -a Public
Works Department/Education De-
partment steering committee. Part
of the exercise involves ,injestiga-
tion of the total needs of the Kwin-
ana-Rockinghan. area with regard
to technical and further education,
and definite guidelines have yet to

I be set. A site has not finally been
established, although preliminary
surveys of population growth, tech-
nical and further education enrol-
ments, together with residential and
industrial patterns, have established

1103
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that the preferred location would
be further south than the site origin-
ally considered at Orelia. An alloca-
tion of $1.5 million has been set
down for 1978-79.

Mr Taylor: Despite an election promise!

ALCOA ALUMINA REFINERY
Red Mud Reservoir at Spectacle Swamp

1105. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:

With respect to the Spectacle Swamp,
Kwinana, and its future use as a red
mud reservoir for Alcoa-
(a) how close to the nearest residents

is the boundary of the reserve as
now shown;

(b) what length of Thomas Road needs
to be realigned; and

(c) when, approximately, is work likely
to begin on preparation of the area
as a reservoir?

Mr MENSAROS replied;
(a) The nearest residences in the Man-

dogalup district are approximately
100 metres north of the area G
residue reserve boundary. The dis-
tance from the proposed residue
area boundary to the nearest resi-
dential area at Kwinana will be
approximately 500 metres;

(b) approximately two kilometres of
Thomas Road will need to be re-
aligned;

(c) site investigation and construction
work is expected 'to commence
within the next two years. The life
of the eiisting residue area is 8 to
10 years of continuous operation.
However, an alternative disposal
area will be required within the next
five years to allow for surface pre-

Sparation and prior t 'o rehabilitation
of the existing residue area.

SCHOOL
OreLit,

1106. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

With respect to the Orelia school:
(I) What is the area of the playing

surface of the school oval?

(2) What is the approximate area of
land adjacent, available and con-
trolled by the Education Depart,.
ment which could be used for a
second playing surface?

(3) What is the approximate area of.
land which was shown on the
original plans for the school which
it was expected might be cleared for
a future school oval?

(4) Has a request been made to the
department for the establishment of
a second playing field at the school?

(5) What are the details of this request?

(6) Has consideration been given to any
such request?

(7) How many schools within the
greater metropolitan area have-
(a) no playing surface large enough

for team ball games; and
(b) a playing surface smaller than

that at Orelia?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(I) to (7) The Orelia primary school

is located on a combined site with
the Kwinana Senior High School.
Its playing area is sufficient for a
primary school physical education
and sporting programme. No re-
quest can be found on the Orelia
file for arty extension or new dev-
elopment, and it is not considered
that further additions are necessary.

SCHOOL

Orelia

1107. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Educa-
lion:

With respect td th e Orelia school-

(1) What'is the present enrolment?

(2) What are the respective numbers of
students in each class?

(3) What is the anticipated enrolment
for February 197$?

(4) (a) How many additional class-
rooms, if any, are presently
planned to be added before
February 1978; and

(b) will th -ese be permanent or tem-
porary?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
Answered by question (795) of Thurs-
day, the 22nd September. 1977, as fol-
lows:-
(1) 617.

(2) Year-
1, 34;
1, 26;
J, 34;
2, 34;
2, 36;

2/3, 23/12;
3, 34;
3, 36;
4, 38;
4, 36;

4/5, 13/20;
5, 36;

5/6, 16/18;
6, 36;
6, 34;
'7, 36;
7, 35.

Deputy's class-30.
(3) 610.
(4) (a) and (b) Nil-

SECURITY AGENTS AND POLICE
Guard Dogs

108. Mr TAYLOR, to the Chief Secretary:
With respect to the Security Agents Act,
1976:
(1) Why do security agents have recogni-

tion or authority for guard dogs,
when there is no provision for guard
dogs in the Act?

(2) Does the Police Department con-
sider the keeping of any guard dog
in a house safe or necessary, par-
ticularly a residential area?

(3) What provision does the Western
Australian Police Department hai'e
for keeping/ train ing guard dogs
and/or hand ler/trainers, similar to
provisions by Police Departments in
Other parts of the world?

(4) If the Western Australian Police
Department does not have aL provi-
sion, does it intend to provide one
in the future, and if so, when?

(5) Where do security agents in West-
ern Australia get qualifications to
advertise-does trained by "quali-
fied" staff?

(6) Who would be liable if a serious
injury or death resulted from guard
dog attacks?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Section 16 of the Security Agents

Act permits the licensing authority
to impose conditions or limitations
of the function to be performed.
If the licensee applies to patrol
with a guard dog, his licence would
be for patrol duties whilst accom-
panied by a dog. In all cases the
endorsement is done at the appli-
cant's request.

(2) Yes.
(3) None.
(4) No-unless upon inquiry it could

be proved to be an asset to use
dogs in drug searches.

(5) They are probably self-motivated
because of the success achieved in
training dogs.

(6) The owner of the dog or the person
who hired it.

HO0USING
Interest Rat es and Management Fee

1109. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:

At the recent meeting of Commonwealth/
State Ministers Of Housing:
(1) Were the interest rates on existing

purchase loans discussed, and if so,
in what context?

(2) Was the present "management fee"
discussed?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), were any requests
made by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to increase such "manage-
ment fee"? -

(4) Has the State HousingCommission
made any submissions to him with
respect to increasing the "Manage-
ment fee"?

(5) What proportion of home purchasers
are still not paying the present
"management fee"?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

(4) No.
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(5) 18 per cent. This could, however,
include cases where payments are
included without identification in
the normal monthly instalment and
credited to the purchase account.
Identification of this clement would
be difficult to ascertain.

TOWN PLANNING
Board and Minister's 0/lce

1110. Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:
(1) Who are the current serving members of

the Town Planning Board?
(2) Which of those members belong to the

Department of Town Planning?
(3) Where is the office of the Minister

located?
(4) Where does the Town Planning Board

meet?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) David Carr (Town Planning Commis-

sioner) Chairman;
J. B. Fitzhardinge;
A. E. White;
C. Georgeff;
J. Morgan.

(2) Dr David Carr, Town Planning Com-
missioner.

(3) 8th Flobr, Qakleigh Building, 22 St.
George's Terrace.

(4) 2nd Floor. Qakicigh Building, 22 St.
George's Terrace.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
Ratio to Population

1111. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister repre-
senting the Attorney-General:
(1) What is the existing ratio of legal prac-

tioners to population?

(2) What is the desirable ratio in-
(a) the metropolitan area; and
(b) the whole State?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) i to 1580.
(2) (a) and (b) No desirable ratio has

been considered in this State, nor
is -t known that such has been
considered in any other State.

LAW GRADUATES
Government Action

1112. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister represent-
ing the Attorney-General:

Apart from the Bill to amrend the Legal
Practitioners Act now before the House,
what has the Government done so far
to-
(a) reduce the number of law graduates

unable to obtain articles;, and
(b) ensure that in future years the prob-

lem will not continue or become
even worse?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(a) Crown Law Department extended

the number of articled clerks from
5 to 7 as authorised by the Legal
Practitioners Act. This number is
considered to be the maximum
number for which the department
can provide adequate experience
and training;

(b) the Government is taking an active
rote on a committee representing
the-

Faculty of Law;
Law Society;
Barristers' Board:
Blackstone Society,

under the chairmanship of the Dean
of the Law School.
The committee is examining the
articles system in an endeavour to
find a satisfactory alternative which
will overcome the present difficulty
encountered by some graduates.

RAILWAYS
Rail Fasteners

1113. Mr McIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

MI Would the Minister advise who made
the decision to use the Fist/BTR rail
fastener in preference to the Pandrol
fastener on the contract let to J. Holland?

(2) Does the Minister realise the Fist/RTR
rail fastener has proved most unsatisfac-
tory especially on curves and has been
condemned by major countries of the
world?

(3) If answer to (2) is "Yes", why is the
Government going to utilise the Fist rail
fastener?
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(4) Is the firm Grinnaker going to manufac-
ture the Fist/DTR rail fastener and the
plastic component in the metropolitan
area?

(5) If the answer to (4) is "Yes', where will
the firm be established?

(6) Will the Government be assisting Orion-
akers in purchasing the land and estab-
lishing the plastic factory?

(7) If so, in what form?
(8) Is it still the Government's intention to

endeavour to obtain finance from the
Federal Government to have the standard
gauge (Kwinana/Kalgoorlie) re-sleep-
ered?

(9) If "Yes", will the Federal Government
be advised the Fist/BTR rail fastener
will be utilised in preference to the
Pandrol type?

(10) What is the cost difference between the
two types of rail fasteners?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I) to (10) As tenders for rail fastenings

have not been awarded, it would be in-
appropriate for me to give any informa-
tion at this stage.

SCHOOL
Dudley Park

1114. Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Education:

Is it the intention of the Education De-
partment to reclassify the Dudley Park
primary school to class IA status as
from the commencement of the 1979
school year?

M r P. V. JONES replied:
Decisions on classification of schools for
1979 have not been made at this stage;
however, it is most unlikely that Dudley
Park will be classified as a class IA
school in 1979.

HIGH SCHOOL
Eastern Goldfields

1l15. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is it intended to grade, top dress and

grass the Eastern Goldfields High School
oval?

(2) If "Yes", has money been allocated for
the work?

(3) When is it likely that the work will be
done?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
ta (3) Local quotes are presently being
sought and it is anticipated that the
work will proceed provided that the
quotes are not excessive.

SCHOOL
Boulder

1116. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is he aware that there is staff, local

Government and local general public,
discontent at the possible neglect of the
boulder junior primary school building
and especially at the recently announced
renovations and additions to the building
which may be considered to be inade-
quate and a downgrading of the Gov-
ernment's previously announced plans to
improve the building?

(2) Is he personally aware of the state of
disrepair of the building, and is he aware
that the recently announced plans for the
building will actually reduce the number
of class-rooms and classroom space which
could be already overtaxed?

(3) Would he be prepared to have a re-
evaluation of the plans for the school
made so that the building can be either
fully renovated or totally replaced with
a new building without reduction of
space for accommodation of students?

Mr

(1)
P. V. JONES replied:
to (3) The overall plans for upgrading
and improving the two schools on the
Boulder site include consideration for all
aspects of accommodation and there will
be no diminution of classroom space as
a consequence of the revised plans.

POLICE
Beverley Complex

1117. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) Will work commence on a new police

complex at Beverley this financial year,
as previously indicated?

(2) If "No", when will a new police station
be provided at Beverley?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No. Previous plans to replace the

existing buildings had to be deferred
because of other more urgent commit-
ments.
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(2) The new complex has been included in
draft Loan Works proposals for 1978-79.
However, in view of the demand for new
and replacement buildings, I cannot give
any assurance as to when it will proceed.

HIGH SCHOOL
Beverley

Il1S. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Educa-
lion:
(1) Is he aware students and teacher could

not remain in the demountable class-
room at the Beverley Junior High School
on several occasions last summer due to
extreme heat?

(2) In view of the situation that exists, will-
he provide funds to aircondition the de-
mountable, or if funds are not available,
provide alternate cooling?

(3) If "Yes", when can action be expected?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) During last summer the teacher and
students did, on three or four occasions,
vacate the demountable classroom in
question.

(2) A programme of work to up-grade the
classroom is under way. Proposed im-
provements include fly proof screens,
window blinds and four electric wall
fant.

(3) Work should be completed this year.

RAILWAYS

451lb Rail

It 19. Mr McIVER, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister advise if it is the
Government's intention to upgrade those
sections of State railway, which has cur-
rently 45 lb. rail, this financial year or
year ending 1978-797

(2) If "No", what type of locomotive will be
utilised on the 45 lb. sections in place
of the "X'tclass when this locomotive
is phased out due to age?

(3) Would the Minister advise if the South-
ern Western Australian Transport Study
report and recommendations will be
tabled in the Parliament before the comn-
pletion of this present session?

(4) If the answer to (3) is "No", would thfe
Minister give an undertaking to the
House that the recommendations be not
implemented until they have been debated
in the Parliament?

(5) If "No", would the Minister state why?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) In the current financial year, 36 kilo-

mnetres of 45 lb track between Dudinin
and Kuhin will be re-railed with heavier
rail. No further upgrading is pro-
grammed for 1978-79.

(2) "X" class locomotives will continue to
be used. These units will be replaced
progressively at the end of their eco-
nomic lives, but the times of replace-
ment have not yet been determined.

(3) No. It is not expected the report will
be available before the Horne rise.

(4) and (5) I am unable to give such an
undertaking until I have had the oppor-
tunity of examining the report and
recommendations.

1120 to 1124. These questions were postponed.

GOVERNMENT CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION
Leakage to Press

1125. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

(1) Is he aware of how a journalist from
the Daily News was able to outline in
that paper on 4th October, 1977 the
measures which were being considered
by the State Government to weaken the
transport strike when, according to the
Minister, these measures were confidential
to the Government and he refused to
outline them to the Parliament?

(2) If he is aware of how the journalist got
the information, will he tell the House?

(3) If he is not aware, has he instituted an
inquiry into how the journalist got the
information?

(4) If not, why not?
(5) If the answer to (3) is "Yes", has the

Criminal investigation Bureau been called
into the inquiry?

(6) If "Yes" to (5). when and by whom?
(7) If "No" to (5), why not?

2513



2514 [ASSEMBDLY]

Mr
(1)

GRAYDEN replied:
to (7) The journalist was able to write
of measures under consideration because
the Government was quite happy to
indicate some of the options.
What the Government has not been
prepared to do-and is still not prepared
to do-is to divulge the steps decided
upon or actually taken.
Certain measures were in fact instituted
as a result of emergency meetings. Just
before the end of the strike, further
detailed measures were planned in the
event of the strike continting.
The Leader of the Opposition should be
aware of the difference between, on the
one hand, considering certain proposals
and telling the press what some of the
proposals could be, and on the other
hand, actually with-holding the detail of
what proposals have been decided upon
and precisely how they will be imple-
mented.

1126 to 1132. These questions were postponed.

TRADE UNION OFFICIALS
Moore v'ersus Doyle Case

1133. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

As the answer to question 1030 (part
(3)) of 1977 seems to indicate that he

did not comprehend that I asked about
the Government's policy (as distinct
from present legislative enactment), will
he now consider indicating what the Gov-
ernment's policy is with respect to the
same ifficers automatically comprising
the executive of the State branch of the
national union as comprise the executive
of the State counterpart of that national
union?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The concept of officials elected to office
in branches of Federal Unions being
accepted as officials of the State union
is one that would need to be fully
debated with all other State Govern-
ments and the Federal Government. and
quite probably with the union movement
through its major advisory bodies. I am
not prepared to indicate the Govern-
ment's policy until a complete examina-
tion of such proposal is carried out.

TRADE UNION OFFICIALS

Government Policy on Life Appoinment

1134. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

As I asked in question 1028 of 1977 what
was the Government's policy with respect
to union officials being appointed to a
position for life, and as I did not ask
for details as to the provisions of the
Industrial Arbitration Act, will lie now
indicate what the Government's policy
is with respect to this matter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

The WA Industrial Commission has
power to exclude a union from the 4-year
provision if the commission is satisfied
there is good reason to extend the period
in respect to an office bearer. The Gov-
ernment will leave it to the commission
to make the decision. There is provision
for review of its declaration in accord-
with Section 36 NA (2) of the Act
should circumstances later justify it. The
particular provision in the legislation wats
put forward by and has the support of
the Government.

SWIMMING POOLS

Gov-er~nent and Opposition Policy

1135. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

(1) Was he correctly reported when he said,
in effect, that the Opposition's 'seven
point clean tip plan on swimming pool
construction for private individuals was
very similar to that being contemplated
by the Government"?

(2) If not, what is the correct interpretation
of his remarks?

(3) When can we expzct legislative initiative
from the Government on this matter?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) The details of the legislative change
required are currently being drawn uip
by the Commissioner for Consumer
Affairs and the Registrar of the Builders
Registration Board for submission to the
Government.
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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Cost of Increased Numbers

1136. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) What is currently the total amount of
additional annual expenditure being paid

- by Western Australian taxpayers as a
result of his action last year in increas-
ing the Parliament from SI to 87 mem-
bers?

(2) Amongst other significant items what is
the increase in-
(a) salary and allowances being paid;
(b) superannuation being contributed;
(c) secretarial salaries being paid;, and
(d) electorate office rent being paid,
annually in consequence of the increas
in the number of members of the Par-
liament? -

(3) What was the estimated increase in the
cost of conducting the last State election
in consequence of the number of elec-
torates and members having been in-
creased by him?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

(1) $239 663.

(2) (a) 156068;

(b) 24 612;

(c) 40760;

(d) 10490.

(3) It is difficult to isolate this cost hut the
best estimate available from t he Electoral
Office is $3 000.

WATER BORES-

.~Thornlie Area

1137, Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Wter
Supplies:

(1) Has he received complaints about offen-
sive odours emanating from grouind water
pumped out of shallow private bores in
the Thornlie area?

(2) Is there a minimum depth permissible
for ground water bores?

(3) Is there any action that he can take to
alleviate this problem?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The Metropolitan Water Board is nor

aware of any complaints being made.
(2) No.
(3) No. This is a matter for civil action.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Aged Persons' Units

1138. Mr DAVIES, to the Minist6' for Local
Government:,
(1) In view of recent Supreme Court deci-

sion--regarding local government rating
of aged persons' home units is the Gov-
ernment considering legislative changes
which will favour local government?

(2) If so, is it likely such changes will be
introduced during the current session of
Parliament?

Mr RUSHTlON replied:
(1) and (2) The case to which the member's

question obviously refers, involved the
rating exemption of one particuilar aged
persons' complex.
No legislative changes are presently being
prepared but the implications of the
court's decision on the general question
of the liability for rates of other similar
properties are being studied.

SENIOR CITIZENS' CENTRES
Su bsidies for Constructlion

1139. Mr DAVIES, to the Treasurer:
To what groups and how much was paid
to each as subsidies towards construc-
tion of senior citizens' centres for the
year ended 30th June, 1977?

Mr O'Neil (for Sir CHARLES COURT)
replied:

State Government construction subsidies
paid in 1976-77 were:-

Shire of Bayswater Aged
Persons Homes Inc........9456

Shire of Corrigin ..... 17 524
Town of Gosnells ... 9309
Shire of Mundaring........51 96
Town of Northam..... .... 178189
City of Perth...... ... ...... I 822
Senior Citizens Welfare As-

sociation ............. 3 064

$74 260
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QUESIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

PARLIAMENT
Autumn Session, 1978

1,Mr JAMIESON, to the Deputy Premier:
Has the Government given consideration
yet to the date of opening of the autumn
session of Parliament and the scheduled
times of the autumn session?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I thank the Leader of the Opposition
for some notice of the question. The
Government has given consideration to
this matter and it is intended at this
point that the official opening of Parlia-
ment next year will be on the evening
of Thursday, the 9th March, 1978.
That means, of course, that formal busi-
ness will then proceed on the following
Tuesday, which is the 14th March. There
is to be a recess for Easter week which
will commence on the Thursday before
Good Friday and will continue for the
balance of the week. In other words,
on a comparison with other years we
shall not sit on the Thursday before
Good Friday. Previously we have on
occasions sat and then the House has
risen about afternoon tea time.

Mr Tonkin: We will sit on the Tuesday and
Wednesday of that week?

Mr O'NEIL: Tuesday and Wednesday. So
prior to Easter there will be the opening,
a full week, and Tuesday and Wednes-
day-five working days. All being well
it is intended to resume on Tuesday,
the 4th April, 1978 from which point
onwards the session will grind to its
normal close.

IMMIGRATION
Cost-benefit Study

2. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Immigra-
tion:

/ In question 1092/',on today's notice pai~er
I asked the Minister for Immigration
whether he would arrange for a copy of
the report by Professor Wilson on the
cost-benefit study of immigration to
Australia to be tabled. The answer
given was that it had not been tabled
in the Federal Parliament but that a
copy was being provided in the Federal
Parliamentary Library. Is the Minister
able to ensure that our Parliamentary

Library obtains a copy of this report,
as Federal parliamentarians are getting
copies through their library, even if he
is not prepared to table it in the House?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
As I indicated, we will make efforts to
get a copy. So far we have been unsuc-
cessful but we shall certainly continue
the efforts and when we get a copy we
shall make it available, if possible.

RAILWAYS
Rail Fasteners

3. Mr McIVER, to the Deputy Premier:
Will he bring to the attention of the
Premier question 1113 on today's notice
paper and before any contracts are let
will he please contact the Australian
manager of Pandrol in Sydney to sub-
stantiate the claims which appear in my
question?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I shall endeavour to oblige the honour-
able member. The Premier is out of the
State at the moment and I am not
certain whether he will arrive back
tomorrow night or on Saturday night.
The time may have run out but the
honourable member may agree to put a
question on the notice paper. If it is
at all possible for the to contact the
Premier between now and Tuesday, I
shall do so.

ALCOHOLICS
Serenity Lodge

4. Mr
(I)

BARNETT, to the Minister for Health:
Is the Minister aware of an establish-
ment in Rock ingham known as the
Serenity Lodge which caters for re-
formed alcoholics?

(2) Would the Minister have inquiries made
,by his department to see whether it is
.possible to advise suitable patients from
government establishments of the exist-
ence. of Serenity Lodge in order perhaps
to facilitate their recovery and redirec-
tion as responsible citizens into the
community?

Mr
(1)

RIDGE replied:
I was not aware of the eixstence of
Serenity Lodge until l discussed the
matter very briefly with the honourable
member during the afternoon tea break.
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(2) I understand the person in charge of
the premises is anxious to do, and has
been doing, a very good job in helping
alcoholics back onto the road to re-
covery, and I am quite sure his efforts
are well known to the Alcohol and
Drug Authority. However, in com-
pliance with the honourable member's
request I should be happy to study the
question and refer it to the Alcohol
and Drug Authority, and if the author-
ity has not made contact with the per-
son previously, I shall ask it whether
it will do so.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Cost of Increased Numbers

5. Mr BERTRAM, to the Deputy Premier:
In view of the fact that the sums of
money contained in the Premier's
answers to the first two parts of ques-
tion 1136 on today's notice paper can-
not be reconciled in that there is a gap
of about $5 000, will the Deputy Pre-
mier give me either the respective items
making up the total amount or the
larger portion of it? The total is in
excess of $239 000 a year whilst the
actual accounting comes to only
$230 000 or thereabouts.

Mr O'NElL replied:
As the honourable member would
realise, I am unable to do a reconcilia-
tion at this stage. The information was
provided to me via the Treasury because
the Premier and Treasurer is out of the
State. If the honourable member would
like to check the amount with the Trea-
sury or even by way of a question on
notice, I am sure he will get the re-
conciliation he desires,

URANIUM MINING AND EXPORT

Politial Propaganda in School Libraries

6. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is it a fact that party political propa-

ganda on the mining and export of
uranium is being placed in school
libraries by the Education Department?

(2) If this is the case, is it not in contra-
vention of departmental regulations?

Mr
(I)

P. V. JONES replied:
and (2) If the member is aware that
something is being done--and that is
the insinuation of this question-I
should like him to tell me where and
in what form it is being done.

i 1
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